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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. BUTLER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Austinburg, in the county of Ashtabula and 
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State of Ohio, have invented new and use 
ful improvements in Fork and Spoon Hold 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to a fork ol' spoon 

holder designed for Supporting a fork or 
spoon from the rim of a bowl, platter or 
other similar vessels, to prevent the same 
from slipping down into the vessel. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a simple and effective device of this char 
acter which is adapted to be inexpensively 
made of Wire. 
The invention consists of the features of 

construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter fully described and 
claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawing, in which :- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing 
the device in use for supporting a spoon 
from the rim of a bowl. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the device detached. 
The holder embodying my invention coin 

prises a clasp 1 formed of a pair of parallel 
U-shaped jaws 2 and 3. These jaws are 
formed by bending the body portion of a 
single piece of wire. It will be observed 
that the jaw 2 is formed from the inter 
mediate portion of the wire, while the jaw 3 
is formed by one of the end portions thereof. 
The outer vertical arms of the two jaws are 
connected at their upper ends by a curved 
connecting portion 4, forming therewith an 
embracing loop 5, while the free end of the 
inner arm of the jaw 3 forming the ex 
tremity of the wire is provided with a down 
turned or hook-shaped portion 6 bearing 
against the inner side of the contiguous arm 
of the jaw 2 and forming there with a similar 
embracing loop 7. The portion 6 may be 
soldered to the said contiguous arm of the 
jaw 2. and by bearing against the Same is 
reinforced, whereby ample strength is se 
cured without the necessity of prolonging 
the parts and making a cumbel'some connec 
tion between them. The clasp as this con 
structed is adapted to straddle or embrace 
the rim portion of a bowl S, plate or other 
similar vessel, as shown in Fig. 1, and may 
be readily applied and removed. 

From the upper end of the inner side arm 
of the jaw 2 extends a supporting arm 9 
projecting at an oblique angle so as to lie 
inside of the rim of the bow or vessel when 
the clasp is engaged therewith. The free 
end of this supporting arm is bent to pro 
vide a U-shaped clip 10 provided with an 
elastic sleeve 11, adapted to receive and en 
gage the stem portion of the handle 12 of a 
spoon, fork or other similar table implement 
the spring grip of the clip and the elasticity 
of the sleeve Serving to hold the implement 
Securely against slipping, while permitting 
of its ready application and removal. 
From the foregoing description, the con 

struction and mode of use of my improved 
holder will be readily understood, and it 
will be seen that it provides a device which 
may be conveniently and inexpensively 
formed from wire, which may be readily 
applied to and removed from a receptacle, 
and which is adapted to hold a spoon, fork 
or like table implement securely in position 
and prevent it from slipping down into the 
receptacle. 
Having thus described the invention what 

is claimed as new is:- 
1. A holder of the character described 

formed from a single piece of Wire bent to 
provide a clasp comprising spaced parallel 
J-shaped jaws having connecting portions 
at their upper ends, and an alm extending 
obliquely from one of said jaws and pro 
vided at its free end with a clip. 

2. A holder of the character described 
formed from a single piece of wire bent to 
provide a clasp, said clasp consisting of two 
U-shaped jaws having their outer arms 
joined by a connecting portion and forming 
a loop there with, one of said jaws having its 
inner arm provided With a hook bearing 
against the inner arm of the other jaw and 
forming a compallion loop, a Supporting 
arm extending at an oblique angle from the 
latter-named arm, and a U-shaped clip at 
the free end of said Supporting arm. 
in testimony whereof affix my signature 

in presence of two Witnesses. 
WILLIAM W. BUTLER. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY MEANS, 
BERMIECE DENISON. 
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