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GREETING CARD
Howard E. Lohnes, Prairie Village, Kans., assignor to
Hallmark Cards, Incorporated, Kansas City, Mo., a
corporaticn of Missouri
Filed Nov. 5, 1962, Ser. No. 235,379
6 Claims. (Cl. 46—34)

This invention relates to greeting cards and more par-
ticularly to a foldable greeting card which when unfolded
displays an ornament of expansible material secured to
the foldable portions by intermediate members.

The principal object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a greeting card having a base or side members fold-
able on a vertical fold line at substantially the center
thereof and an expansible paper ornament secured to a
partition of intermediate portions extending forwardly
from the center line and foldable to lie flat when the
card is closed and when opened expands so as to furnish
an ornament to the card and also depicting, above the ex-
pansible member, a humorcus character.

Other objects of the present invention are to provide
an ornament for a card in the form of an expansible
member in which a plurality of sheets or plies of thin
paper are assembled in a flat pile or pack commonly re-
ferred to as honeycombing; to provide an ornamental
card the main portion of which is cut from a single sheet
of cardboard or relatively stiff paper; to provide a sheet
of relatively stiff material in which various portions are
cut out in varying shapes and positions and in which the
sheet is scored or slotted to be folded to extend the sheet
in different vertical and horizontal planes when erected,
vielding effects of characters upon opening of the back
and front cover of the card from a folded position; to
provide a sheet of material cut and scored in a manner
forming an intermediate portion or partition between the
front and back cover to which an expansible ornamental
member is attached; to provide the extension member or
partition between the front and back cover with support-
ing members to which the expansible and decorative ma-
terial is attached forming an ornamental character, when
the card is in an open position, and which will fold to
lie flat when in closed position in a vertical plane with
the expansible member; to provide attaching members or
portions for the expansible member and such portions
having a base which will tend to support the card in open
position and to provide a device of this character simple
and economical to manufacture.

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be-
come apparent from the following description taken in
connection with the acompanying drawings, wherein are
set forth by way of illustration and example certain em-
bodiments of this invention.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the card in open posi-
tion with the expansible member and animated character
shown therein. )

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the card in open position.

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the card in partly closed
position.

FIG. 5 is a plan or layout view of a sheet of relative-
ly stiff paper for a form of card shown in FIGS. 1'to 4
inclusive.

Referring more in detail to the drawings.

1 designates a card embodying the features of my in-
vention made from a sheet of material 2, such as card-
board or relatively stiff material, having when lying flat
a transverse score line 3. A transverse score line 4 is
spaced from the first score line 3. A score line 5 extends
substantially midway between the side edges 6 and 6’ of
the sheet of material from the cutout portion 7 to the score
line 3 as illustrated in FIG. 5. A slit 8 extends vertical-
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ly midway of the sheet 2 from the bottom line thereof to
the scored line 3, and forms edges 9 and 10 respectively
of the front 9’ and a back 10’.

FIG. 5 shows the back of the sheet 2. When the sheet
of material 2 is folded, the portion above the scored
line 3 is folded backwardly on the scored line 3 and then
still referring to FIG. 5 the right and left hand sides are
folded towards each other on the score line 5 to lie flat
against each other forming the front 9’ and a back 16".

The cardboard 11 and 12 between the transverse score
lines 3 and 4 and on each side of the vertical score line
5 forms a partition and supporting members which, when
the card is folded as above stated, will lie face to face
and are secured together by a suitable means such as ad-
hesive or the like as indicated at 11’ to hold the members
11 and 12 together and the front and back members in
card folding relation with the portions of said sheet out-
wardly of said partition forming decorative supporting
members having upper and lower portions as later
described.

The cardboard members or portions 13 and 14 extend-
ing outwardly from the score line 4 include means or
supporting members for attachment of the expansible
member and operation thereof and legs attached to the
inside of the cover and inside of the back member for
operation of the expansible member upon opening of the
card. FEach of the members 13 and 14 has legs 15 and 16
respectively formed by cuiting the said portions and the
portions 11 and 12 between the spaced scored line 3 and
4 as indicated at 17 and 18 (FIG. 5). These cutout por-
tions extend across the score line 4 and are secured to the
portions 13 and 14 by score lines 19 and 20. The free
ends of the legs have scored lines 21 and 22 spaced from
the edges 23 and 24 forming feet 25 and 26 which are
attached to the inside of the front and back members 9
and 18 by an adhesive or the like as indicated at 27 and
28 (FIG. 4) when the card is in formed position.

The members 13 and 14 also have tabs 29 and 30
formed by cutting across the score line 4 as shown in FIG.
5 and being hingedly secured to the members 13 and 14
by score lines 31 and 32. These tabs are of irregular
shape and are cut at an angle to the vertical score line 5,
and also have score lines 33 and 34 spaced from the side
edges 35 and 36 of the cutout portion or tabs forming
flaps 37 and 38 which may be secured together by ad-
hesive or the like as indicated at 39 to form the character
49 above the expansible member 41. The cutout por-
tion 7 is of an irregular shape forming tabs 42 and 43
and rounded portions 44 and 45 which take the shape of
crnamentations on each side of the character 40 which is
depicted as a form of hippopotamus, the hippo head or
the like, on which is imprinted eyes 46 and ears 47 and
a nostril as indicated at 48. Teeth are formed by tabs
49 and 50 on the larger tabs 29 and 39 as illustrated in
FIG. 5. The ornamentations 44 and 45 also form mem-
bers for moving the character 46. Arms 52 and 53 are
also provided by the cutout features which are somewhat
circular in formation and have a portion of their free
ends intricately formed with the members 44 and 45 as
illustrated at 54 and 55 (FIG. 1). They also form some-
what of an ornamentation to the card when in an ex-
tended position.

The expansible, decorative member 41 is of honeycomb
construction and such honeycomb is made substantially in
accordance with U.S. Patent No. 2,974,434, and particular-
1y the lines of juncture of the honeycomb structure extend
perpendicular to the swinging axis of the pieces to which
they are attached. The honeycomb structure is some-
what of a bell shape and has its respective sides 56 and
57 secured by adhesive or the like to that portion of the
partition members above or outwardly of the score line
4 on the members 13 and 14. As illustrated in FIG, 2,
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a portion of the honeycomb structure extends over open-
ings 58 in the members 13 and 14, said openings being
formed in the cutting of said members for making legs
15 and 16, and particularly the lower portion of the honey-
comb structure is attached to the surface of the extended
rounded portions 59 and 59’ to about the vertical notches
60 and 61. The portions of the members 13 and 14 out-
wardly of the notches 60 and 61 and above the score line 4
form feet 62 and 63 for a support of the partition struc-
ture including the honeycomb ornamentation and the
character as well as for the card itself when in an open
position. The cutout portions 64 and 65 are merely for
ornamentation and are shown in FIG. 1 between the arms
52 and 53 and the larger decorative portions 44 and 45.

In use of a card constructed and assembled as described,
it is obvious that the honeycomb structure and character
thereabove will lie in flat position when the card is folded
and when open by movement of the cover and back away
from each other, the legs 15 and 16 will open the honey-
comb structure because of the joinder with the cover and
back and being hingedly secured to the portions 13 and
14 of the sheet of material above the scored line 4. The
tabs 37 and 38 being hingedly connected together by ad-
hesive and the score lines 31 and 32 being hingedly con-
nected to the members 13 and 14 when the card is open
will cause the character 40 to open up or assume a wide
position as illustrated in FIG. 1. When in upright posi-
tion, the supports 11 and 12, and their extensions 62 and
63 will tend to hold the card in open position as well as
the side edges 6 and 6" of the sheet of material as illus-
trated in FIG. 5 which become the bottom edges 66 and
67 of the front and back members 9 and 10 respectively
as illustrated in FIG. 1. The bottom edges 68 and 69
will become the side edges 70 and 71 respectively. The
edges 9 and 10, as formed by the slit 8, become the top
edges 72 and 73 as illustrated in FIG. 1.

It will be obvious from the foregoing that I have pro-
vided an improved, animated greeting card made from a
single sheet of material to which is added a honeycomb
structure for decoration.

It is to be understood that while I have illustrated and
described one form of my invention, it is not to be lim-
ited to the specific form or arrangement of parts herein
described and shown except insofar as such limitations
are included in the claims.

What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A greeting card comprising,

(a) a one-piece sheet member having a pair of flat mem-
bers rotatable about an axis at their contiguous
hingedly associated inner edges,

(b) said flat sheet members having inner surfaces fac-
ing one another when said flat sheet members are
rotated to fold one on the other,

(c) a partition member extending outwardly from said
hingedly associated inner edges between said flat
sheet members including two sheets and having longi-
tudinal fold lines spaced from the hingedly associated
inner edges of the sheet member, said two sheets
being adhesively secured together between said inner
edges and said fold lines, said two sheets outwardly
of said fold lines forming support members having
upper and lower portions adapted to lie in flat posi-
tion when the card is in closed position,

(d) legs hingedly secured to said lower portion of said
support members in spaced relation to said fold lines,

(e) feet on said legs adhesively secured to said flat
sheet members in spaced relation to said hingedly
associated inner edges of the sheet member,

(f) an expansible decorative member adhesively secured
to the inner faces of said lower portion of said sup-
port members oppositely of said legs,

(g) flap members hingedly connected to the upper por-
tion of said support members, said flap members hav-
ing tab portions adapted to be secured together in
alignment with said partition forming a character

10

20

30

40

45

60

75

4

above said expansible decorative member, whereby
upon opening of said card said legs will open said
support members to display said expansible member
and said character,

(h) and means on the lower portion of said lower sup-
port members to stabliize said card in upright posi-
tion.

2. A greeting card comprising,

(a) a ome-piece sheet member having a pair of flat
members rotatable about an axis at their contiguous
hingedly associated inner edges,

(b) said flat sheet members having inner surfaces fac-
ing one another when said flat sheet members are
rotated to fold one on the other,

(c) a partition member extending outwardly from said
hingedly associated inner edges between said flat sheet
members including two sheets and having longitu-
dinal fold lines spaced from the hingedly associated
inner edges of the sheet member, said two sheets
adhesively secured together between said inner edges
and said fold lines, said two sheets outwardly of said
fold lines forming support members having upper and
lower portions adapted to lie in flat position when
the card is in closed position,

(d) legs hingedly secured to said lower portion of said
support members in spaced relation to said fold lines,

(e) feet on said legs adhesively secured to said flat sheet
members in spaced relation to said hingedly assoicated
inner edges of the sheet member,

(f) an expansible decorative member adhesively secured
to the inner faces of said lower portion of said sup-
port members oppositely of said legs,

(g) flap members hingedly connected to the upper por-
tion of said support members, said flap members hav-
ing tab portions adapted to be secured together in
alignment with said partition forming a character
above said expansible decorative member, whereby
upon opening of said card said legs will open said sup-
port members to display said expansible member and
said character, and

(h) feet members on the lower portion of said support
members outwardly of said fold lines to serve as a
stabilizer of said card in upright position.

3. A greeting card comprising

(a) a single sheet of cardboard material having inner
surfaces facing onme another and formed from a
blank having side edges, a bottom edge and an irreg-
ular top edge said blank comprising,

(1) a first score line spaced from said bottom edge
and extending parallel therewith,

(2) a second score line running parallel with the
first score line between the first score line and the
top edge, said sheet having a vertical slit midway
between said side edges and extending from the
bottom edge to said first score line, said sheet
on each side of said slit and below said first
score line forming the front and back of said
card when the sheet is folded, said irregular
top edge having a cut-out portion midway be-
tween the side edges,

(3) a vertical score line extending between said
first score line and said cut-out portion, said
sheet having a pair of cut portions extending ver-
tically across said second score line spaced from
said side edges and transverse cut portions join-
ing said vertical cut portions forming a pair of
legs hingedly attached to the portion of the
sheet above said second score line, said sheet
being folded on said first score line and then on
said vertical score line and said slit forming a
front and back for the card rotatable about an
axis at their contiguous hingedly associated in-
ner edges,

(4) said sheet between said first and second score
lines except for said legs when folded into face
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to face contact being adhesively secured together
forming a partition member with a leg on each
side thereof and the portions of said sheet out-
wardly of said partition member forming a dec-
orative member having upper and lower por-
tions and inner facing portions,

(b) means securing said legs to the inside of said front
and back of the card spaced from said hingedly asso-
ciated inner edges,

(c) an expansible member adhesively secured to the
inner faces of said lower portions of the decorative
member,

(d) means on said upper portions of the decorative
member hingedly joining the same together, whereby
opening of said card will cause said legs to open said
expansible member and said decorative member,

4. A greeting card comprising

(a) a single sheet of cardboard material having inner
surfaces facing one another and formed from a blank
having side edges, a bottom edge and an irregular
top edge said blank comprising,

(1) a first score line spaced from said bottom edge
and extending parallel therewith,

(2) a second score line running parallel with the
first score line between the first score line and
the top edge, said sheet having a vertical slit
midway between said side edges and extending
from the bottom edge to said first score line,
said sheet on each side of said slit and below
said first score line forming the front and back
of said card when the sheet is folded, said irreg-
ular top edge having a cut-out portion midway
between the side edges,

(3) a vertical score line extending between said
first score line and said cut-out portion, said
sheet having a pair of cut portions extending
vertically across said second score line spaced
from said side edges and transverse cut portions
joining said vertical cut portions forming a pair
of legs hingedly attached to the portion of the
sheet above said second score line, said legs
having transverse score lines spaced from the
free ends forming feet on said legs, said sheet
being folded on said first score line and then on
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said vertical score line and said slit forming a
front and back rotatable about an axis at their
contiguous hingedly associated inner edges,

(4) said sheet between said first and second score
lines except for said legs when folded into face
to face contact being adhesively secured together
forming a partition member with 2 leg on each
side thereof and the portions of said sheet out-
wardly of said partition member forming a dec-
orative member having upper and lower por-
tions and inner facing portions,

(b) means securing said feet to the inside of said front
and back of the card spaced from said hingedly asso-
ciated inner edges,

(c) an expansible member adhesively secured to the
inner faces of said lower portions of the decorative
member,

(d) means on said upper portions of the decorative
members hingedly joining the same together, where-
by opening of said card will cause said legs to open
said expansible member and said decorative mem-
ber.

5. The greeting card of claim 3 wherein the means on

said upper portion of the decorative members hingedly
joining the same together consists of tabs on each side of
the vertical score line hingedly secured to said members
and said tabs having flaps adhesively secured in face to
face relation.

6. The greeting card of claim 3 wherein the expansible

decorative member on the lower portion of the decorative
members consists of a bell-shaped honeycomb structure
adhesively secured to said members.
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