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(57) Abstract: This variable magnification optical system for an endoscope is configured so as to satisty prescribed conditions, the
variable magnification optical system comprising: a first lens group having negative power and having at least a negative lens with
the concave surface facing an image and a positive meniscus lens having the concave surface facing an object; a second lens group
having positive power and having at least a meniscus lens with the convex surface facing the object and a cemented lens formed by
bonding a negative lens and a positive lens; and a third lens group having at least a positive lens with the convex surface facing the
object.
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