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Although the invention has been described above in 

connection with bayonet connections, it is evident that it 
is equally applicable to tongue and groove connections 
such as a connection where a dowetail projection of one 
member is received in 
member. * 

ft wili be understood that each of the elements de 
scribed above, or two or more together, may also find a 
useful application in other types of connections differing 
from the types described above. 

While the invention has been ilustrated and described 
as embodied in connections without play, it is not in 
tended to be limited to the details shown, since warious 
modifications and structural changes may be made with 
out departing in any way from the spirit of the present 
invention. * : - 

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so fully 
reveal the gist of the present invention that others can 
by applying current knowledge readily adapt it forwarious 
applications without omitting features that, from the 
standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential charac 
teristics of the generic or specific aspects of this inven 
tion and, therefore, such adaptations should and are in 
tended to becomprehended within the meaning and range 
of equivalence of the following claims. , | 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent is: - * * . . 

1. A. connecting arrangement comprising, in combina 
tion, a first member formed with a cutout; a second 
member having a portion located in said cutout; a 
plurality of spaced projections rigid with and projecting 
from said second member and located in said cutout of 
said first member; a plurality of spaced projecting por 
tions rigid with said first member and overlapping said, 
second projecting means to prewent movement of said, 
second member out of said cutout of said first member, 
the spaces between said projections and said, projecting 
portions having respectively a configuration and béing 
respectively spaced from each other so that upon move 
ment of saidmembers relative to each other, said project 
ing portions on said Second member may be brought in 
alignment with the spaces between said projections on : 
said first member so that said portion of said second 
member may be moved out of said cutout; and expand 
able means located in saidcutout, engaging only said first 
and said second member and cooperating with-saidmem 
bers for pressing said second projecting means against 
said first projecting means to eliminate play in the con 
nection between said members. 2. A connecting arrangement as recited in claim 1 and 
wherein said expandable means includes at least one 
containerhavinga stretchable wall and adapted to receive 
a fluid under pressure to expand said wall for increasing 
the volume and the outer dimensions of the container. 

3. A connecting afrangement comprising, in combina 
tion, a first member formed with an elongated groove 
having a base surface formed with an elongated recess 
extending longitudinally of Said groove; a second mem 
berhaving at one end an elongated flange wider than the 
thickness of the remainder of said second member and 
extending beyond opposed side surfaces thereof, said 
flange being longitudinally shiftable together with said, 
second member in said groove, said second member ex 
tending outward?y beyond said groove; projecting means 
rigid with said first member and overlapping said flange 
to prewent movement of Said second member out of said 
groove; and an elongated stretchable tubular enclosure 
located in Said recess and adapted to receive a fluid 
under pressure which expands said enclosure to press 
said flange against said projecting means for eliminating 
play from the connection between said members. 4. A connecting arrangement comprising, in combina 
tion, afirst memberformed with acutout; a Second mem 
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berhavinga portion located in said Cutout; second pro 
jecting means rigid with and projecting from said second 
member and located in said cut out of said first member; 
first projecting means rigid with said first member and 
overlapping said second projecting means to prewent 
movement of said second member out of said cutout of 
said first member; wedge means located in said cutout 

| for movement to a wedging position engaging Said mem 
bers and pressing said second projecting means against 
said first projecting means to eliminate play in the con 
nection between said members; and expandable inflatable 
means located in said Cutout and cooperating with said 
wedge means for moving the latter to said, wedging posi 
tion during infiation of said expandable inflatable means. 

5. A connecting arrangement comprising, in combina 
tion, a first member formed with an elongated groove 
having in its interior a pair of opposed longitudinal oppo 
sitely inclined surfaces having outer edges respectively 
located adjacent the sides of the groove and inner edges 
respectively located adjacent each other and at a deeper 
part of the groove than Said outer edges, said member 
having a pair of projecting portions respectivelyoverlying - 
and spaced from said inclined surfaces; a second member 

| having a portion located in said groove and having a 
pair of opposed longitudinal ribsone of which is located 
between one of said inclined surfaces and the projecting 
portion overlying the same and the other of which is 
located between the other of said inclined surfaces and 

| the projecting portion overlying said other inclined sur 
face, so that said projecting portions respectively overlap 
said ribs to prewent movement of Said second member 
out of Said groove; a pair of wedge members respec 
tively engaging said inclined surfaces and said second 
member and movable transversely of Said incined sur 
faces away from each other respectively toward the sides 
of said groove to a wedging position pressing said ribs 
respectively against said projecting portions to eliminate 
play in the connection between said member; and an 
elongated stretchable tubular enclosure located between 
said, wedge members and adapted to receive a fluid under 
pressure which expands said enclosure to cause the latter 
to mowe said, wedge members to said wedging position. 

6. A connecting arrangement comprising, in combina 
tion, a first memberformed with an elongated Cutout; a 
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second memberhaving a portiom located in said Cutout; 
second projecting means rigid with and projecting from 
said second member and located in said cutout of the 
first member; first projecting means rigid with said first 
member and overlapping said second projecting means to 
prewent movement of said second member out of said 
cutout of the first member in a direction transverse to 
said. cutout; and infiatable expandable means located in 

i saidicutout between said members and cooperating there 
with for pressing said second projecting means against 
said first projecting means to eliminate play in the con 
nection between said members and to prewent sliding 
movement of said members relative to each other in 

i direction of saidcutout sothat saidmemberswill be held 
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in fixed position relative to each other only by the pres 
SLTC exerted by said inflatable means. 
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