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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, ERNEST C. FRANCIs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pine 
River, in the county of Cass and State of 
Minnesota, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Combination Iron 
ing-Boards and Step-Ladders, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention has for its primary object a 

simple and efficient construction of device 
which may be used as an ironing board or as 
a step ladder, the parts being so constructed 
and arranged that the device may be easily 
converted from one of these appliances to 
the other, as required, and the invention con 
sists in the constructions, arrangements, and 
combinations of parts that will be herein 
after fully described and claimed. 

For a full understanding of the invention 
reference is to be had to the following de 
scription and accompanying drawing, in 
which:- a 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device 
arranged as an ironing board or table. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of the device ar 
ranged as a step ladder. Fig. 3 is a trans 
verse sectional view on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and desig 
nated in the accompanying drawing by like 
reference characters. O 
My improved combination ironing board 

and step ladder includes a pair of legs 1 
which are connected at one end by a cross 
bar 2 to which is hinged one end of a board 
3, said board being designed in one position 
of the parts to be used as an ironing board 
and in another position of the parts to be 
used as a brace or standard of a step ladder. 
The legs i are formed with longitudinally 
extending slots 4 to receive set screws 5, the 
set screws working in openings formed in 
laterally spaced stiles 6 which are connected 
together by cross rods and which are pro 
vided with steps 8, whereby the stiles 6 and 
their connecting steps may be used as a lad 
der. 
The stiles 6 are provided with outwardly 

projecting straps 9 which are designed to 
receive the relatively free ends of the legs 1, 
as will be hereinafter more fully described. 
My invention also includes a base frame 10 

which embodies legs 11 connected at one end 
by a cross bar 12 and formed with longitu 

dinally extending slots 13 adapted to receive 
Set, Screws 14 working in openings in the 
ends of the stiles 6. At this point it will be 
understood that when the device is to be used 
as an ironing board, the stiles 6 are disposed 
horizontally as best illustrated in Fig. 1, the 
Set Screws being tightened in the slots 4 and 
18, respectively, and the legs 1 and 11 being 
disposed in relatively vertical positions with 
the board 8 in horizontal position, its free 
end resting upon the crossbar 12. When the 
device is to be used as a step ladder, the legs 
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have their relatively free ends slipped into 
the straps 9, the crossbar 2 becomes the top 
of the step ladder, and the frame 10 is swung 
upon the set Screws 14 as pivots and latches 
15 carried by the legs 11 are engaged with 
keepers or eyes 16 secured to the relatively 
free end of the board 3, which latter serves 
as a brace or strut for the device when the 
parts are arranged in this position. It will 
be noted that owing to the slots 13 and set 
Screws 14 of the frame 10, the base consti 
tuted by said frame may be adjusted, where 
by the ladder proper which is formed by the 
stiles, 6, crossrods 7 and steps 8 may be dis 
posed at different inclinations, as desired, 
and will at all times be held rigid and not 
liable to be easily overturned. 
To convert the device from a step ladder 

to an ironing board, the latches 15 are dis 
engaged from the keepers 16 and the set 
Screws 5 and 14 loosened. Then the frame 
10 is swung about the set screws 14 as pivots 
to a position at right angles to the stiles 6; 
the cross bar 12 passing under the ends of 
said stiles during this movement. Next, the 
legs i are withdrawn from the straps 9 and 
Swung about the set screws 5 at right angles 
to the stiles 6. This brings the legs 1 and 
1 parallel and at right angles to the board 3 
and stiles 6. When the legs are disposed in 
a vertical plane the free end of the board 3 
will rest on the cross bar 12 and by tighten 
ing the set screws 5 and 14 in the lower ends 
of the slots 4 and 13 respectively, a firm 
structure is secured. 
While the accompanying drawing illus 

trates what I believe to be the preferred 
form of my invention, it is to be understood 
that the invention is not limited thereto, but 
that various changes may be made in the 
construction, arrangement and proportion of 
the parts without departing from the scope 
of the invention as defined in the appended 
claims. 
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As clearly illustrated in Fig. 1, the board 
3 is so hinged to the cross bar 2 that said 
board may swing either way, that is, either 
up or down, whereby the operation of plac 

5. ing skirts or the like on the board will be 
facilitated. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim: 
1. A device of the character described, in 

10 cluding legs, a cross bar connected to said 
legs at one end thereof, a board pivotally 
connected to the cross bar, the legs being 
provided with longitudinal slots, set screws 
working in said slots, stiles conneeted to said 
set screws at one end, a frame embodying 
legs formed with longitudinal slots, set 
screws mounted in the slots of the second 
named legs, a cross bar connecting said sec 
ond named legs together, the set screws 

20 working in the other ends of the stiles, and 
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means for detachably connecting the second 
named legs to the board. . 

2. A device of the character described, in 
cluding a board, a crossbar hingedly con 
nected at one end to the board, legs secured 
to said cross bar and formed with longitudi 
nal slots, set screws accommodated in said 
slots, stiles connected at one end to said set 
screws, set Screws connected to the other, ends 
of the stiles, other legs formed with longitu 
dinal slots for the accommodation of the sec 
Ond named set screws, and latches arranged 
to detachably connect the second named legs 
to the board. 
In testimony whereof. I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
ESSES C. FRANCIS. 

Witnesses: 
EUGENE. L. FoRBEs, 
B. E. WIDEMAN. 
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