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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

 HOLDEN R_INGWALT HOUGHTON, OF "BALT,IM'ORE,J‘ MARYLAND.

- MATCH-BOX HOLDER.

1,167,072,

Speécification of Letters Patent.. ‘Pa;tfented Jan. 4, 1916,

Application filed June 10, 1914, Serial No. 844,148, .

To-all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HopEny Rinewart
HouentoxN, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Baltimore, in the State of Mary-

5 land, have invented certain new and useful

10

15

20

25

80

85

40

45

50

Improvements in Match-Box Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements
in match box holders and has particular ref-
erence to a device for detachably holding a
match box in a partially open condition to
expose the matches for ready withdrawal
from the box.. P

‘Ons object of the invention is to provide -

an improved construction of holder that will
permit . of the ready attachment or detach-
ment of the box whereby an empty box may
be removed and a box filled with matches
attached with facility, and. to also.provide
an exceedingly simple and cheap construc-
tion of holder that may be manufactured at
a minimum cost whereby the device may be
given away, if desired, for-advertising pur-
poses.

The accompanying drawing illustrates the
invention wherein,— .

Figure 1, shows a front face view of the
device with a box of matches attached there-
to. Fig. 2, illustrates the holder in perspec-
tive with the casing of the box attached
thereto,—a portion of which latter is broken
away to show the means for supporting the
box proper in the casing. Fig. 3, shows the
holder and the casing in vertical section and
the box proper in position within the casing,
and Fig. 4, illustrates the blank from which
the holder is formed.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 5,
designates a base plate, preferably of card-
board, because of its cost, but which may
readily be stamped from sheet metal. The
outline of the base is also a matter of pref-
erence and may be other than that shown,
but for simplicity it is shown substantially
rectangular. At the lower edge, the base
plate 5, has a movable tongue 6, and a fold
‘or crease 7, is provided in the material of
which the base and tongue is formed, at
the joinder of the base with the tongue.
The tongue 6, has a crosswise fold 8, there-
in between its free end and the base plate,

—gnd from said fold to the free end, there is
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provided a flange or ledge 9, for a purpose
which will presently be explained. Between
the fold 7, at the bottom of the plate, and
the opposite or top edge, said plate is pro-

vided with a siit :‘1‘0, thieh extends dewn-.

wardly from a point to one side of an
imaginary - central line drawn vertically
across the plate and which then .extends

~upwardly after crossing said line and ter-

minates at the other side of said central line.
Thisg slit: severs the base so as to prodtce 3

g0

movable- clip or flap 11; with a down-point- ..

ing free edge 12, which latter may be read-
ily sprung outwardly from the plate. It
will therefore be noted that the clip or flap
11, has position on the plate directly over
the tongue 6. . - 7

The match box which the device. is de-
signed: to hold comprises a casing having

front and rear walls 13 and 14 respectively,
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and. also having parallel side walls 15 and

16, which connect the front and rear walls.
At the upper and lower ends the casing is
entirely open.
for the outer.faces of the side walls 15 and

In practice it is customary. .
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16 of the casing to be provided with a mate- -

rial 17, to ignite the matches by frictional
contact therewith. The matches 18, are. re-

“tained in a receptacle in the usual way which’
‘receptacle has a rear wall 19, parallel side
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walls 20, and end walls 21 and 22, so that

one side of the receptacle will be left open.
This match receptacle slides like a drawer
into the casing,—the front wall 18, of which
latter serves as a cover to retain the matches
in the receptacle.

To attach the match box to the holder
the casing is presented. with its rear wall 14,
against the flat front surface of the base

. plate. - The clip or flap 11, is then sprung out-
wardly and the casing is pushed upwardly

so that the central part of the upper edge 23,
of the rear wall 14, will pass under the clip
or flap while the side portions of said rear
wall will seat against the base plate at oppo-
site sides of the flap. During this opera-
tion the tongue 6, will have a depending
position from the lower edge of the base
so that the lower open end edge 24, of the
rear wall 14 of the casing may have position
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directly over or above the fold 7, that joins -

the tongue and base. The movable tongue
6, is next bowed and turned upwardly into
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the open lower end of the casing so that the

lower edge 24, of the casing will rest in the
fold 7. When this has been done the tongue
6, will have an upwardly inclined position
n the casing and the crosswise fold 8, will

~bear against. the outer or front wall 18, of
‘the casing while the flange or.ledge 9, will
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extend from said front wall rearwardly and
toward the inner side of the rear wall 14,
of the casing, as clearly shown in Fig. 4,
of the drawing. The match receptacle is
next inserted in the top open end of the
casing and pushed down in front of the clip
or flap 11, thereby clamping the clip be-
tween the rear wall 19, of the receptacle and
the rear wall 14, of the casing so as to hold

the clip in lapped engagement with the

upper edge of the casing rear wall. When
the match receptacle is pushed down inside

of the casing the end wall 22, of the recep-
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tacle will. seat on the flange or ledge 9, of
the tongue which forms a stop and a support
for the receptacle. When in this position
the upper end of match receptacle with the
.matches therein will be exposed so that the
matches may be conveniently withdrawn.
By providing a flexible tongue on the holder,
the same may readily be bowed and tucked
up inside of or withdrawn from the casing

. to.attach or detach the casing.
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It will be noted that the casing is se-
cured to the base at both the upper and
lower edges of its rear wall and that the
tongue that engages the lower edge must be

~-movable to enable the upper edge to be in-
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serted under the clip 11.

Having described my invention what I
claim is,—

1. A holder for a two part match box

1,167,072

which latter has an outer inclosing casing
and a slidable match receptacle that slides
longitudinally in the casing,—said holder
comprising a base plate against which the
rear wall of the casing of the box may seat
and provided with a downwardly-projecting
engage the upper edge of the rear wall of
clip between its upper and lower edges to
the match-box casing, said base plate also
having a movable tongue formed at its
lower edge and extending in an upwardly
and outwardly inclined direction from said
lower edge said movable tongue being fold-
able up mto the box casing and having its
upper end inturned to form a ledge inside
of the box casing on which the end of the
match receptacle may seat.

2. A match box holder comprising a plate !

having a yielding clip projecting therefrom
and at its lower edge said plate being pro-
vided with a flexible tongue that projects
upwardly and outwardly and is provided at
its upper end with a flange that extends in-
wardly toward the plate to form a ledge in
a plane between the yielding clip and the
lower edge of the plate.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

: - 'HOLDEN RINGWALT HOUGHION.

Witnesses: »
Ira H. HovcHTON,
J. MAULSBY SMITH.

' Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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