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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A shoehorn comprised of a tough, flexible and pliable
material, and formed in a symmetrical flat sheet having
a plurality of closely adjacent transverse score lines in
one surface, adjacent one end thereof, and generally lon-
gitudinally extending score lines in the opposite surface
of the horn to that of the surface in which the transverse
score lines are provided; the combination of the tran-
verse and longitudinally extending score lines facilitating
the desired permanent contouring thereof.

The present invention pertains to shoehorns and is
more particularly directed to a shoehorn comprised of
a tough, flexible and pliable material formed in a sym-
metrical flat sheet.

One of the principal objects of the instant invention
is to provide a flat shoehorn of this type that will readily
conform, in use, to the contour of the heel of the user,
to facilitate inserting the foot into a shoe.

Another object of the invention is to provide a shoe-
horn of this type which can be readily, permanently con-
toured at its finger grip end to provide a firm gripping area
for the thumb and forefinger of the user.

Yet another object of the instant invention is to pro-
vide a plurality of closely adjacent transverse score lines
in one surface of the finger grip end thereof, to enable
the user to impart a permanent contour in the form
of an appropriate smooth transverse curve upon the appli-
cation of appropriate forces to said end.

A still further object of this invention is to provide
a flat shoehorn of the aforementioned type in which a
permanent, longitudinally extending arcuate contour can
be readily formed in the large end of the shoehorn which
is adapted to extend into the heel socket of the shoe when
in use.

Another object of the instant invention is the provision
of generally longitudinally extending score lines in the
large end of the shoehorn, said score lines being in the
opposite surface of the horn to that of the surface in
which the transverse score lines are provided, and facili-
tates the longitudinally extending arcuate contouring
thereof with normal use of the horn, without the applica-
tion of other forces thereto.

A still further object of this invention is to provide
a shoehorn which is initially in the form of a flat sheet
to facilitate storing, packaging and shipping thereof and
to perform these operations at a much lower cost than
has been heretofore possible with existing types of shoe-
horns.

Yet another object of the instant invention is to pro-
vide a shoehorn which is extremely inexpensive to pro-
duce, and which may be produced in various colors as
well as being readily susceptible to the application of any
desired advertising matter or the like thereon.

For a better understanding of the instant invention,
together with further objects and advantages, reference
is made to the following description of the accompanying
drawings, in which there is illustrated a preferred embodi-
ment in accordance with the invention.

FIGURE 1 is a plan view illustrating one flat surface
of the shoehorn of the instant invention.
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FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the opposite flat surface
of the shoe horn.

FIGURE 3 is a side elevation of a stack of shoehorns
of the present invention.

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of one shoehorn
which has been fully contoured.

FIGURE 5 is a section taken on the plane of line 5—5
of FIGURE 4.

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of a contoured shoe-
horn as seen in FIGURE 4.

In the drawings, in which like reference numerals are
employed to designate like parts throughout the various
views, 10 generally designates a shoehorn in accordance
with the instant invention, which is composed of a flat,
symmetrical sheet of tough, flexible and pliable material,
having a rounded first end 12 and a rounded end 14,
with the rounded ends being connected by an intermediate
portion 16 having opposite side edges 18 and 20 tracing
fair curves tangent to the rounded ends 12 and 14. One
flat surface of the shoehorn 24 is provided with a plu-
rality of closely spaced score lines 26, extending com-
pletely across the horn, adjacent the second rounded end
thereof to render said end yieldable to forces applied to
the distal end of the second end to bend the end in a
smooth transverse curve 28, and to impart a permanent
contour thereto, out of the plane of the surface having
the transverse score lines. A secure gripping or handle
portion is therefore provided for the thumb and fore-
finger of the user.

The surface 30 of the shoehorn, opposite to the surface
in which the transverse score lines are provided, is pro-
vided with a plurality of generally longitudinally extend-
ing score lines 32, FIGURE 2, which are equally spaced
approximately one-quarter inch apart in a transverse di-
rection, and providing an equal number of score lines on
each side of a line of symmetry 34.

As previously stated the shoehorn is composed of a
flat, symmetrical sheet of tough, flexible and pliable ma-
terial such as certain types of plastic, cardboard, various
other suitable compositions or the like.

The second rounded end 14 may be grasped between
the thumb and forefinger, and the intermediate portion 16
grasped in the other hand and upon the application of
appropriate forces a smooth transverse curve 28 is formed
to provide a permanent convenient gripping portion. The
first rounded end may then be inserted into the heel socket
of a shoe in the conventional manner, and when the foot
is slipped into the shoe the first rounded end 12 and inter-
mediate portion 16 will conform to the heel of the user
and be contoured between the heel and back wall of the
heel socket of the shoe.

In the preferred embodiment the first rounded end 12
has a considerably greater radius of curvature than the
finger grip or second rounded end 14, to provide a grad-
ually decreasing transverse dimension from the first
rounded end to the second rounded end to form a neck
portion. A hole 40 may be provided in the second rounded
end as illustrated in FIGURES 1 and 2.

The overall length of the shoehorn is such that when
the first rounded end 12 touches the floor of the heel
socket of the shoe and is inclined thereto at an angle of
about 45 degrees, the second or transversely curved end
14 will be at all times out of the socket when the horn is
in use. The thickness of the sheet comprising the shoehorn
depends to a degree on the type of material from which
it is composed but generally would range from approxi-
mately 45 to 14¢ of an inch.

As seen in FIGURE 3, a plurality of shoehorns of the
instant invention are shown in a stack to illustrate the
tremendous advantages for storing, packaging and ship-
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ping purposes over the conventional rigidly formed shoe-
horns now in use.

In addition to the apparent economy incurred by facili-
tating the storing, packaging and shipping operations, the
shoe horns of the instant invention are less costly to pro-
duce, easier to carry in the pocket of a shoe salesman,
more protective to both socks and shoes of the user, can
be produced in any color and are readily succeptible to
the application of any desired advertising or the like
thereon.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of a
preferred form of the invention. Since numerous modifi-
cations and changes will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction or configuration shown and
described, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
substitutions of equivalents may be made therein with-
out departing from the true scope of the invention as de-
fined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A one-piece shoehorn for use in guiding the heel
of a user into a heel socket of a shoe;

said shoe horn being of tough, flexible and pliable ma-
terial of uniform thickness throughout and inmitially
comprising:

a flat, contourable, elongated symmetrical sheet having
opposite smooth surfaces, said sheet being in the
order of approximately 145 of an inch to 14¢ of an
inch thick and of a shape as seen in plan having
a rounded first end and a rounded second end, said
ends having an intermediate portion and opposite
side edges tracing a fair curve tangent to said ends,

said intermediate portion at said second end having a
plurality of closely adjacent transverse score lines

in one of said smooth surfaces extending completely 35

across the horn to render said second end yieldable to
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forces applied to the distal end of the second end to
bend and contour said second end in a smooth trans-
verse curve and impart a permanent contour there-
about as the distal end is bent out of the plane of
the surface having said transverse score marks and
toward the other smooth surface of the horn,

said intermediate portion and said first end including

a plurality of generally longitudinally extending score
lines in the surface of the sheet opposite the surface
in which said transverse score lines are provided, an
equal number of said longitudinally extending score
lines are on each side of a line of symmetry of said
sheet, and said score lines are in the order of one-
quarter inch apart in a transverse direction whereby
when the shoehorn is used, the first end and inter-
mediate portion will conform to the heel of the
wearer and be substantially permanently contoured
thereby.

2. A one-piece shoehorn as set forth in claim 1 where-
in said second end has a radius smaller than said first
end.

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said second
end includes a central hole disposed between the end of
said sheet and said transverse score lines.
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