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This invention relates to cases or containers especially
a_dapted for containing articles of jewelry, and has par-
ticular reference to containers which can be fabricated
from plastic materials; which can be economically made
and which will present an attractive appearance.

It is an object of the invention to provide a con-
tainer of this character which will have a relatively
stiffi and substantially rigid box portion in which the
articles to be contained or displayed will be held, and
which will be provided with closure means in the form
of flexible;, foldable overlapping- flaps forming, despite
their -flexibility, integral extensions of the rigid side
walls of the box.

It is an object of the invention to provide, in a con-
tainer of the above-mentioned kind, .a novel hinge con-
nection between the flexible flaps and the rigid walls of
which the flaps constitute integral extensions; such hinge
connection consisting of spaced, integral strips or tongues
of foldable nature, permitting them - to be repeatedly
folded or doubled upon themselves without fracture,
thus enabling them to form flexible hinge connections
between the closure flaps of the container and the walls
from which such flaps integrally extend.

With these and other objects to be. hereinafter - set
forth in view, T have devised the arrangement of parts
to be described and more particularly pointed out in
the ¢laims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawing, in which an illustra-
tive embodiment of the invention is disclosed,

Fig. 1'is a front elevational view of a case or con-
tainer constructed in accordance with the invention,
and with the closure flaps thereof in closed position;

~ Fig.-2is a sectional view, taken substantially on the
line 22 of Fig, 1, looking in the direction of the ar-
rows  (but” with the closure flaps in open position);

Fig. 3 is'a plan view, on a reduced scale, of the con-
tainer in open position;

Fig. 4 is a detail view to clearly show the strip or
tongue connection between the flaps.and walls of the
box portion, and :

Fig. 5 is a ‘sectional view, taken substantially .on the
line. 5—5 of Fig. 4, looking in the direction- of the ‘ar-
Trows.

The - improved case or- container is primarily, al-
though not necessarily, adapted for holding small articles,
such ‘as pieces of jewelry ‘and pumerous other articles
and -is preferably wholly composed of plastic material.
It includes a relatively . shallow box  portion in ‘which
the goods are contajued, said box portion having a bot-
tom Wwall' 1, end ‘walls 2 and side walls 3, all. of these
paris being-integrally connected ‘and composed of rela-
tively hard and. stiff plastic so-that the-box portion is in
the form-of a rigid structure:

A liner is contained within the box portion and the

same may be of any known form as used in jewelry
boxes, and as shown it is composed of a base layer 5,
such as cardboard or other inexpensive sheet-materidl,
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‘having -a facing ‘4 of ‘fabrié such as velvet or plush

arranged -over -it. ‘The bottom wall of the box  has
its upper face covered by the liner on which the displayed
article iis ‘rested or'to which it can be attached. .

The box portion of the container has its top closed
by overlapping flaps which are indicated respectively at
6,7, 8 and 9. The two similar flaps shown at 6 and 7
are the side flaps and in their closed position they under-
lie the outer or top flaps 8 and 9 as seen in Fig. 1. The
flap 9 is adapted, when in its closed position, to over-
lap the flap 8, and means for detachably uniting the
overlapped flaps 8 and 9 to maintain them in the closed
position of Fig. 1, consists in the aperture 10 provided in
the flap 8 and into which a stud 11, integrally formed
on the inner side of the flap 9 is adapted to enter.
The stud 11 is slightly tapered, as seen in Fig. 2 and
it thus enters the aperture 10 with a snap fit and will
remain therein until force is employed to withdraw it
from the aperture. )

A feature of the invention resides in the fact that
all of the flaps 6, 7, 8 and 9 while forming integral
extensions or continuations of the walls 2 and 3 of the
box portion of the container, are of relatively thin and
flexible plastic material. In order to provide hinging
flexibility for each of the flaps 6, 7, 8 and 9, each of
said flaps is formed with a row or line of apertures 12,
thus resuiting in the formation of a plurality of narrow
flexible strips or. tongues 13 between them. The flexi-
bility of these strips or tongues 13 is such that they
can be repeatedly folded or doubled upon themselves
without breakage, thus enabling them to form a flexible
hinge connection between each of the tongues and the
rigid box wall from which it integrally extends. Each -
row of strips or tongues 13 is thus provided in the base
area of each flap, or at the point where the flap is con-
nected to the top of the box wall of which it is an
extension. Due to the flexibility of the strips or tongues
13, a free hinge connection is thus established between
each flap and its connected wall. 'What is thus provided
is a rigid box structure having closure means formed of
flexibile, overlapping flaps joined to the walls of the box.
structure by narrow tongues or strips, with the walls
of the box, the flexible flaps and the connecting strips or
tongues all integrally joined. As a result, the container
may be made economically of plastic material.

In Fig. 3 the container is shown in fully open posi-
tion, wherein the liner is fully exposed and any jewelry
contained. in the case will be displayed. - To close the
container, the fiaps are folded on.the tongues or strips
13 to bring the flaps into the overlapping positions shown
in Fig. 1 and the stud 11 snapped into the aperture 10.

While the container herein shown is disclosed as being
substantially rectangular in form, it will be apparent that
it can be-made in various other shapes, and thé clo-
sure flaps- and the body: of the box embossed or other-
wise shaped; decorated or- embellished as desired.

Having described a single embodiment of the inven-
tion, it is obvious that the same is not to be restricted
thereto, but is broad enough to cover all structures com-
ing within the scope of ‘the annexed claims.

What I claim is:

1. A container comprising a box wholly:composed of

plastic material and having stiff and rigid side walls, each

of -the side walls being provided. at its top ‘with an in-
tegrally-attached, flexible, foldable flap of less thickness
than the side wall, the several flaps being foldable into
overlapped relation to thereby close the top of the box,
each of the flaps being formed adjacent to its point of
joinder fo its side wall, with :a plurality of spaced-apart
apertures ‘providing a row of narrow, spaced-apart flex-
ible-tongues between them, and which tongues -are -all
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transversely and repeatedly foldable to deﬁne a ﬂexible
hinge_line across them.on which.the flap can be Te-
peatedly folded to open or .plosed position.
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2. A container as provided for in claim 1, wherein each 2,460,870 Bruckhauser: -—————- Feb. 8,
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-]omder ‘to the ‘side ‘wall on which ‘it is formed, and its
fold-line flexibility is provided solely: by the formation
of the apertures and the narrow- ﬂexxble tongues between
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