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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a polishing composition
which is favorably used in polishing primarily semiconductor substrates of
silicon wafers, etc., and other objects to be polished, and which can obtain
excellent flatness. Defining Wp as the conformability of the polishing com-
position to a polishing pad, Ww as conformability thereof to an object to be
polished, and Wc as conformability to a tool for holding the object to be pol-
ished, the value of W is the smallest of these.
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work to be polished, and work holder. Claims 1-6 are not fully supported
in the meaning of PCT Article 6.

Consequently, this search has covered the following object taking
the stated matters in the examples and comparative examples of this
application into consideration.

a) A polishing composition comprising silica, tetramethylammonium
hydroxide (or tetraethylammonium hydroxide), and polyvinylpyrrolidone
(pyrrolidone-based polymer)

b) A polishing composition consisting only of silica,
tetramethylammonium hydroxide (or tetraethylammonium hydroxide), and
water

c) A polishing composition consisting only of silica,

tetramethylammonium hydroxide (or tetraethylammonium hydroxide), an
inorganic base such as an alkali carbonate, and water

The polishing compositions a) to c) mentioned above were deemed to
be involved in the present invention.
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