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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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POST-ANCHOR. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No.77 2,515, dated October 18, 1904, 

To all u?ion, it inctly concern: 

IO 

Beit known that I, WILBERT J. JACKMAN, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lima, 
in the county of Allen and State of Ohio, have 
invented a new and useful Post - Anchor, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to earth-anchors de 

signed especially for anchoring into the 
ground rods or members to which the guy 
wires of fences, posts, and the like may be 
attached, and has for its objects to produce a 
simple effective device of this character by 
which the rods or members will be firmly and 

25 

35 

securely anchored. 
The invention further relates to means for 

entering the device into the ground, having 
for its objects in this particular to provide an 
approved means of simple construction espe 
cially adapted for use in connection with the 
anchor hereinafter described. 
To these ends the invention comprises the 

novel features of construction and combina 
tion of parts more fully hereinafter described. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a vertical sectional elevation illustrating my 
improved device and its seating mechanism in 
position in the ground and prior to engage 
ment of the grappling members. Fig. 2 is a 
similar view showing the device operated for 
engaging the grappling members with the 
ground. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
anchoring device. . . . 

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a 
rod or member provided adjacent to its upper 
end with a head or shoulder 2 and above the 
latter with a loop or eye 3 for the reception 
of guy-wires or other elements which it may 
be desired to attach to the member, the lower. 
end of the latter being bifurcated, thus pro 
viding a pair of spaced portions or jaws 4, be 
tween which is pivoted on a horizontal bolt 
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or axle 5 a pair of grappling members 6. 
The grappling members or devices 6, which 

are adapted to swing on their pivots to an 
open active position or a closed inactive posi 
tion, have their normally inner ends crossed 
and provided with terminal lateral projections 
or heads 7, designed when the devices are 
Open to engage, respectively, with the com 
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panion member 6, to thus positively limit the 
opening movement of the members. The 
members are preferably composed of galvan 
ized or other non-corrosive metal and of the 
form herein shown, having sharpened or 
pointed outer terminals, which when the mem 
bers are moved to active engaging position 
readily enter the ground, this operation be 
ing effected by upward traction on the mem 
ber 1, the upward movement of which latter 
will, however, be positively and effectually 
checked upon the grappling members arriving 
at their fully-opened position with the bear 
ing-heads 7 in engagement with the bodies of 
the members, as above noted. - 

For entering and seating the above-de 
scribed device into the ground I preferably 
employ the mechanism herein shown, and in 
which 8 designates a tubular casing having an 
enlarged lower portion or section provided 
with a pair of oppositely - disposed vertical 
slots 9, suitably formed through the wall of 
the casing and open at their lower ends, these 
slots being adapted to receive and permit the 
necessary movement of the grappling devices 
6, while the member or rod 1 extends upward 
through the reduced portion of the casing and 
projects a suitable distance above the upper 
end of the latter and the ground-surface. 
Removably seated upon the upper end of 

the casing 8 is a cap 10, provided with a dia 
metric slot 11, designed to receive the adja 
cent portion of the rod 1, and thus permit of 
the cap being seated in position. To the cap 
10 is bolted or otherwise secured a bearing 
-plate or member 12, carrying in turn and at 
a point suitably remote from the rod 1 a ver 
tically - uprising bearing-frame or rest 13, 
having in its upper face a slight depression 
or recess 14, constituting a seat. 

For applying upward traction upon the rod 
1 to move the grappling device to active po 
sition I preferably employ a bar or lever 16, 
which in operation has its fulcrum upon the 
rest 13. This operating member or lever, 
which has a bifurcated or slotted end 17 de 
signed to straddle the rod 1 beneath the head 
2, is provided at a point remote from said bi 
furcated end with a bearing shoulder or en 
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largement 18, designed to prevent longitudi 
nal movement or slipping of the lever upon 
the rest 13. 

In practice, a suitable opening having been 
formed in the ground, the casing 8, with the 
anchoring device inclosed therein, is seated 
in the opening and the operating member 16 
engaged with the rod beneath the head 2 and 
manipulated for drawing the rod bodily up 
Ward, thereby swinging the grappling devices 
to engaging position, as heretofore explained. 
The member having been in this manner acted 
upon until its upward movement is checked 
by the heads 7 coming into engagement with 
the respective adjacent grapplers, the rod will 
be securely anchored. The casing and its 
component parts are then removed and the 
opening again filled, which leaves the rod and 
its anchoring means in position and adapted 
for the attachment of the wires or elements 
as heretofore mentioned. 
From the foregoing it is apparent that I 

produce a simple effective device admirably 
adapted for the attainment of the ends in 
view and a seating and actuating means by 
which the device may be readily and properly 
seated and anchored in the ground. In at 
taining these ends it is to be understood that 
I do not limit or confine myself to the precise 
details herein set forth, inasmuch as minor 
changes may be made therein without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is— 
1. In a device of the class described, the 

combination with a member, of a pair of grap 
pling devices pivotally connected there with 
and adapted to swing to active or inactive po 
sition, said devices having their normally in 
ner ends overlapped, and lateral bearing-heads 
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provided on the overlapping portions of the 
devices for engagement with the latter to limit 
their opening movement. 

2. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a member provided with 
spaced jaws, of a pair of grappling devices 
pivoted between said jaws and adapted to 
swing to active or inactive position, said de 
vices having their normally inner ends over 
lapped, and bearing-heads provided on the 
Overlapping portions of the devices to limit 
the opening movement of the latter. 

3. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a member, of a pair of grap 
pling devices pivotally connected there with 
and adapted to swing to active or inactive po 
sition, said devices having their normally in 
ner ends overlapped and the terminals of their 
overlapping portions angularly bent in re 
verse direction to provide lateral bearing 
heads for engagement with the devices to limit, 
their opening movement. 

4. In a device of the class described, the 
combination with a member, of a pair of grap 
pling devices pivotally connected with the 
member and operable by upward movement 
of the latter to swing to active position, a cas 
ing designed to receive the member and hav 
ing openings to accommodate the devices, a 
rest provided at the upper end of the casing, 
and an operating member adapted to seat upon 
the rest and engage the first-named member 
for operating the latter. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

WILBERT .J. JACKMAN. 
Witnesses: 

W. L. MACKENZll, 
J. J. WEADOCR. 
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