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To all whom it may concern.' 
Be it known that I, FRANK MARTIN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in 
vented a new and useful Improvement in 
Fences, of which the following is a speci 
fication accompanied by drawings forming 
a part of the same, in which 

Figure 1 is a front view of my improved 
fence. Fig. 2 is a rear view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a section online 3-3, Fig. 2. Fig. 
4 is a section on line 4-4, Fig. 2. Fig. 5 
is a horizontal section just above one rail 
of the fence. Fig. 6 is a rear view of the 
rail before the pickets are inserted. Fig. 
7 is a perspective view of a modified form 
of my improved fence. Fig. 8 is an end 
view of the same. 

Similar reference figures refer to similar 
parts in the different views. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

metal fences made of upright wires con 
nected by horizontal metal rails, and it con 
sists in the construction and arrangement of 
parts as hereinafter described and pointed 
out in the annexed claims. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 1 
denotes a series of individual pickets, pref 
erably constructed of wire, and, in this in 
stance, joined in pairs by Semicircular ex 
tensions at the top. 

Connecting the individual pickets is a 
rail 2 constructed of a strip of band iron 
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or similar flat material, as shown in Figs. 5 
and 6. At convenient intervals for the at 
tachment of the pickets to the rail, re 
stricted flanges or wings 3 extend on either 
side, and a depression or pocket 4, prefer 
ably semicylindrical in shape, and arranged 
with its axis parallel to the rail, is formed 
in the rail and between each pair of wings 3. 
The form of the pocket 4 may, however, be 
varied as desired, all that is necessary being 
to form opposite sides 5 and 6 approxi 
mately at right angles to the plane of the 
rail 2, to support the pickets. The pockets 
4 are connected by plane pieces 7 of the 
metal strip from which the rail is con 
structed, so that it is possible to bend the 
rail after the pickets are attached, when 
desired, and so coil the fence. 
Openings 8 are constructed on opposite 

sides of the pockets 4 to permit the passage 
of the wire picket 1. After the picket and 
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rails are thus assembled, the wings 3 are 
folded upon the opening 9 constituting the 
entrance to the pocket 4. The wings 3 are 
arranged to be bent downward into the 
pocket 4, thereby also bending the picket 1 
at the point where it passes through the 
pocket 4, see Fig. 3. The rail 2 and picket 
1 are thereby held from movement with re 
lation to each other, and the construction of 
the fence is complete. The final position of 
the wings 3 is arranged to close the entrance 
to the pocket 4, thereby preventing the ad 
mission of dirt or foreign matter to the 
pocket 4. 
The fence may be erected by inserting the 

ends 10 of the pickets 1 into the ground, or 
by attaching the rails to corner posts in any 
desired manner. 

Figs. 7 and 8 show a modified form of 
fence in which the entire rail is semi-cylin 
drical in form, inclosing a continuous space 
parallel with the axis of the rail, with trans 
verse pickets at suitable intervals passing in 
the same manner through the continuous 
space inclosed by the rail as through the 
Separate pockets 4. The space inclosed by 
the rail is closed by longitudinal flanges 11, 
11, bent inward similarly to the wings 3, 
thereby also bending the pickets at their 
point of passage through the inclosed space, 
as shown in Fig. 8. 
I claim: 
1. A fence, comprising a series of longi 

tudinal and a series of transverse members, 
With a portion of each member of one series 
arranged to be hollow, inclosing a space 
parallel with the axis of said member, with 
a member of the other series passing through 
said space, and with one side of each hollow 
member bent inward, thereby imparting a 
..bend to the member of the other series as it 
passes through said space. 

2. A fence, having a rail, with a portion 
of said rail hollow, inclosing a space par 
allel with the axis of the rail, a transverse picket passing through said space, with one 
side of the hollow portion of said rail bent 
inward to impart a bend to said picket as it 
passes through said space. 

3. A fence, having a rail inclosing a space 
parallel with the axis of the rail, said space 
open. On one side, a transverse picket pass 
ing through said space, and flanges or wings 
adjoining the open side of said space and 
arranged to be folded into said space and 
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2. 

impart a bend to the picket as it passes 
through said space. 

4. A fence, having a transversely bend 
able rail with Successive pockets, each pocket 
inclosing a space parallel with the axis of 
the rail, a transverse picket passing through 
each space, and with one side of each pocket 
bent inward to impart a bend to the picket 
as it passes through said space. 

5. A fence, having a transversely bend 
able rail with successive depressions with 
parallel sides at right angles to the plane of 
said rail, each pair of said sides having op 
posite openings to receive a transverse 
picket. 

6. A fence, having a transversely bend 
able rail with a series of depressions, each 
inclosing a semi-cylindrical space, with the 
axis of each space parallel to the axis of said 
rail, a transverse picket passing diametri 
cally through each space, with flanges or 
wings adjoining each depression and ar 
ranged to be bent into said space to impart 
a bend to the picket as it passes through 
said space. 

7. A fence, having a rail comprising a 
metal strip having successive depressions 
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with parallel sides at right angles to the 
plane of said strip, a transverse picket pass 
ing through the sides of each depression, 30 
and a pair of wings on said strip corre 
sponding to each depression, arranged to be 
bent between said sides and to impart a bend 
to said picket between said sides. 

8. A fence, having a transversely bend 
able rail, with successive portions of said 
rail hollow, inclosing interrupted spaces 
open on One side and parallel with the axis 
of the rail, a transverse picket passing 
through each space, and means for closing 
the open side of each hollow portion. 

9. A fence, having a rail formed from a 
metal strip with a series of longitudinal de 
pressions in said strip, said depressions hav 
ing parallel sides with opposite openings, 
and transverse pickets inserted in said oppo 
site Openings. 
Dated this seventeenth day of February 

1908. 
FRANK MARTIN. 

Witnesses: 
LAWRENCE P. GREENMAN, 
FRANK E. METCALF. 
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