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Vehicle monitoring device

Field of the invention

The present invention relates to a monitoring device. In particular, it relates to a device that

indicates how the vehicle has been driven and whether a vehicle has received a

predetermined level of shock, a certain level of acceleration and the distance travelled by the

vehicle.

Background

When buying vehicle insurance, insurance is based on age, experience, the type of vehicle

driven, location and driving style. Also, when buying a vehicle, especially a second hand, it is

ideal to know the mileage the vehicle has done, amount of owners of that vehicle, service

history, whether the vehicle has sustained damage, as all these variables can dictate the

price paid for the insurance or the vehicle.

For example a high mileage vehicle will typically be less expensive than a low mileage

vehicle, but the vehicle can be "clocked". Clocking is the act of setting the odometer on a

vehicle to a lower mileage. For example, a vehicle that has travelled 90,000 miles could be

clocked to show only 50,000 - thus tricking the buyer into thinking the vehicle has been used

less than it actually has.

This is illegal in the UK, but it doesn't stop unscrupulous sellers doing it. On older vehicles,

clocking is done manually by physically opening the centre console and 'winding' back the

mileage.

In another example, damage to a vehicle due to a crash may have an impact on the value

too, as a vehicle could have been damaged, an insurance company paid out for the vehicle

to be scrapped but the owner repairs the vehicle cheaply and sells the vehicle on. It's

important to know if this has occurred as it'll affect the sale value.

There are many companies that sell data on vehicles. This data is offered for sale to the

purchaser of a vehicle, for example, a purchaser may want to know the following: The make,

model and fuel-type, the recorded mileage, estimated value, recorded accident and theft

history, or if there is outstanding finance, as all of these influence the purchase decision and

price ultimately paid.



The vehicle purchaser can usually obtain this information via a website or via mobile if they

paid a fee. They then type in the vehicle registration details, and the information is given.

The problem to be solved is when a vehicle is involved in an accident is, the damage data is

only recorded and available to data companies if the insurance company gets involved to

pay for the damage, and many accidents are unrecorded as the person at fault may pay for

the damage caused without involving the insurance company, because they don't want their

insurance premium to go up in price.

The current invention offers a method to log accurate data on:

• Whether the vehicle has had recorded and unrecorded damage,

• The true distance the vehicle has travelled,

• Cornering and other driving styles

• Data logging of an accident or damage to a vehicle

• Visual recording of an accident or damage to a vehicle

• The fastest speed a vehicle has been driven; and

• In the event of a claim for whiplash, data can be collected and verified.

The vehicle monitoring device would be fixed to a vehicle, in one embodiment it would be the

windscreen or another window or part of the chassis in the vehicle. All the logged data is

stored in memory on the circuit board, there would be rules written in software to state if a

certain event happens, for example an accident then the data is stored in memory can be

uploaded to cloud server immediately for interrogation by the insurance company , other

than that the data is uploaded at certain times of the day or week to a server using data

services for example General Packet Radio Service (GPRS), but other data services may be

available too, for example Wi-Fi or Bluetooth via a mobile phone.

The vehicle monitoring device could be offered to drivers via an insurance or data company

for a low price or for free. In return they could receive discounted insurance premiums due to



driving the vehicle at the lower speeds, also for recording the true mileage and for recording

all damage that the vehicle is exposed to.

This allows personalised insurance, the insurance premium charged being based on how a

person drives, i.e. the speed they drive at, plus the true mileage driven, lower distance

covered means less risk and lower premiums.

The data collected could then be monetised by the data companies and sold to a person

wishing to purchase the vehicle.

For the electronic device to monitor, one or more of the following ambient monitoring

component is required.

Accelerometer to measure, distance, shock and acceleration

Global Positioning System (GPS) to calculate location and speed

A Charge-Coupled Device (CCD) to record accident information

The vehicle monitoring device would need to be powered but due to the power requirement

for GPRS and GPS, the device would normally need to be powered by the vehicle battery

which is expensive to install. The current invention would have a rechargeable battery(s)

charged by a solar cell. This is preferred as a monitoring system wired into the vehicle

existing electrical system can in some cases invalidate the vehicle manufacturer's warranty.

In one example, the device could be housed in a plastic case and fixed onto the windscreen

via a gasket with adhesive between the windscreen and the monitoring device housing, this

allows the device to pick-up daylight to charge the battery and also the windscreen is ideal

for picking up a signal for GPS and transmitting GPRS. In another example a switch can be

added, the switch would have two functions.

It would be inside the housing and placed behind the solar cell, so when the solar cell is

pushed against the windscreen, it makes the switch operate. This would activate the circuit

which in return would inform the cloud server via data services built in to the monitoring

device that the device is now attached to a vehicle and activated. Once activated a message

on the server or sent to a mobile device could state "Active" or similar notification, the switch

now becomes a tamper switch. If the monitoring device is removed from the windscreen, it

will inform the cloud server via data services that is has been tampered with and the

insurance company may notify the vehicle owner or invalidate the insurance.



The anti-tamper function would stop fraudulent activity of a bad driver taking the device off

their vehicle and putting the monitoring device onto a vehicle that a more

conscientious/better driver drives, thus benefitting from lower insurance.

Thus the unit is independent of the car electrical system and can be installed by attaching

the unit to a glass window in the vehicle, like the windscreen. For example, the unit would

have a silicon, polyurethane or neoprene gasket that is attached to the unit by adhesive, it

would have double sided tape ( for example 3M adhesive tape), the protective cover of the

tape is taken off the gasket to expose the adhesive and the gasket then is pushed onto the

windscreen to form a water resistant/ dust impervious bond/seal between the windscreen

glass and the unit.

In another embodiment , the vehicle monitoring device could be powered directly or indirectly

by the vehicle using kinetic energy, Radio Frequency charging or inducing current to power

it, near/from the vehicle alternator.

Summary

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a monitoring circuit with

a solar cell, accelerometer sensor and GPS and GPRS unit, for example in the event of

crash damage/force to the vehicle, the recorded data, i.e. force above a set threshold could

be recorded and stored in the memory of the circuit and read and transmitted via GPRS to a

data server for interrogation perhaps by an insurance company/data company or other, so in

the event of a claim from a person driving the vehicle being in the crash and claiming

whiplash the captured data could be checked and calculated to see if the force was enough

to cause whiplash, the distance the vehicle has travelled and the speed the vehicle has

travelled at.

The monitoring circuit comprises added sensor or sensors, a battery and a processor. The

processor is configured to determine from the output of the sensor(s) assembly and record

events whether the sensor has been activated and what date and time.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there is provided a monitoring circuit

for use with any vehicle.

Description of the drawings



Figure 1. is a representation of a monitoring circuit according to the present invention;

A. Solar Cell

B. Camera

C. Housing

D. Circuit board

E. Tamper switch

F. Gasket

G. Windscreen

Detailed description

A monitoring circuit for a vehicle is proposed. The monitoring circuit in one example is

encased in housing, for example a plastic housing, but it could be another type of housing.

The monitoring circuit comprises a sensor assembly comprising at least one sensor, and a

processor and a battery. The processor monitors the output from the sensor, and determines

if the device has received an event from the output of the sensor assembly, the device also

logs the GPS data. The events are logged in the processor, the processor can read the

memory anytime as defined by rules in software and the logged data is uploaded to a server

via data services (GPRS).

The processor may constantly monitor the sensors, and set a flag in memory when the

condition of one of the rules is met, the output of the sensors may be logged in the memory,

and the log compared to the rules when the input is activated.

The processor may be implemented as an electronically erasable programmable read only

memory (EEPROM) integrated circuit or other Programmable Integrated Circuit (PIC) such

as that made by Microchip™. The monitoring circuit may log data in a memory. This data

can include a complete history of the sensor information, or details of any events where the

sensor outputs exceed a threshold value, including a timestamp and details of the sensor

outputs.

The monitoring circuit may be initiated by a switch or connector, the switch may be

mechanical or electronic. When the circuit is switched on, the monitoring device is activated,

data logging from the sensors begins, and the clock begins logging events and timing.

Although the invention has been described in terms of preferred embodiments as set forth

above, it should be understood that these embodiments are illustrative only and that the



claims are not limited to those embodiments. Those skilled in the art will be able to make

modifications and alternatives in view of the disclosure which are contemplated as falling

within the scope of the appended claims.

Each feature disclosed or illustrated in the present specification may be incorporated in the

invention, whether alone or in any appropriate combination with any other feature disclosed

or illustrated herein.



CLAIMS:
1. An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures and data logs and time stamps

damage to a vehicle via an accelerometer.

2 . An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures and data logs and time stamps

distance travelled by a vehicle via an accelerometer.

3 . An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures video and data logs and time

stamps the video recorded to memory.

4 . An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures and data logs distance travelled

by a vehicle via GPS using waypoints.

5 . An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures and data logs speed travelled by

a vehicle via an accelerometer

6 . An electronic vehicle monitoring circuit that captures and data logs speed travelled by

a vehicle via GPS

7 . The data captured according to any of claims 1 to 6 , wherein the data is transferred

to a server via GPRS.

8 . The data captured according to any of claims 1 to 6 , wherein the data is transferred

to a server via WI-FI.

9 . The data captured according to any of claims 1 to 6 , wherein the data is transferred

to a server via Bluetooth.

10. A monitoring circuit according to any of claims 1 to 5 , wherein the circuit is housed in

a holder on the windscreen.

11. A monitoring circuit according to any of claims 1 to 5 , wherein the circuit is housed in

a holder on the vehicle window.

12. A monitoring circuit according to any of claims 1 to 5 , wherein the circuit is housed in

a holder on the vehicle chassis.



13. A monitoring circuit according to any of claims 1 to 5 , wherein the circuit is housed in

a box.

14. The holder in claim being a vehicle tax disc holder.

15. A monitoring circuit according to any preceding claim, wherein at least some of the

outputs of the sensor assembly are stored in the processor or memory.

16. A monitoring circuit according to claim 1, wherein at least some of the outputs of the

sensor assembly are stored in the processor or memory and the output is sent to a

server via GPRS.

17. A monitoring circuit according to claim 1, wherein at least some of the outputs of the

sensor assembly are stored in the processor or memory and the output is sent to a

server via Wi-Fi.

18. A charging circuit for the monitoring circuit that uses a solar cell to charge the

batteries

19. A charging circuit for the monitoring circuit that uses a kinetic power to charge the

batteries

20. A charging circuit for the monitoring circuit that uses power on Radio Frequency to

charge the batteries

2 1 . A housed monitoring circuit as claimed in claim 1, that has a switch that activates the

monitoring circuit once placed on the windscreen.

22. A housed monitoring circuit as claimed in claim 1, that has a switch that activates the

monitoring circuit.

23. A housed monitoring circuit as claimed in claim 1, that has a switch that activates the

monitoring circuit once removed from the windscreen to indicate via data services

that the monitoring device has been removed.

24. A housed monitoring circuit as claimed in claim 1, that has a switch that activates the

monitoring circuit once removed from the vehicle to indicate via data services that the

monitoring device has been removed.

25. A housed monitoring circuit as claimed in claim 1, that has gasket between the

housing and the windscreen that adheres the two together.

26. The gasket claimed in claim 25 is a seal to make the housed monitoring circuit water

resistant.
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