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To all thon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs S. BURTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented new and useful Im provements in Extension-Table-Locking De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany ing drawings, forming a part thereof. 
The purpose of this invention is to pro 

vide a construction of extension table com 
prising devices adapted for locking the 
parts of the table together when extended 
with fillers or leaves interposed in the top, 
and in this respect adapted for so locking 
together the two halves of a divided pedestal 
or other form of supporting member when 
such halves are spread apart for the pur 
pose of extending the table. It consists in 
the elements and features of construction 
shown and described as indicated in the 
claims. - 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section 

of a table embodying this invention, Same 
being shown at closed position at both the 
top and supporting member. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the table 
with a portion of the top broken away to 
disclose the locking devices, same being 
shown at locked position of both top and 
supporting member. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section showing the 
top members drawn apart on the Support 
ing member, and the Supporting member 
halves also spread apart, the locking devices 
being in unlocked position. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the parts in 
osition, shown in Fig. 3, the top being 
E. away to disclose the locking devices. 

Fig. 5 is a section at the line, 5-5, on Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a section at the line, 6-6, on Fig. 1. 
Fig. 7 is a section at the line, 7-7, on 

Fig. 2, of a lever shown in dotted line on 
that figure and its engaging member. 

Fig. S is a section at the line, 8-8, on Fig. 1. 
Fig. 9 is a detail 

pedestal connection. 
Fig. 10 is a transverse section of one of 

the fillers at the position of certain recesses 
formed for positioning the fillers on the Sup 
porting member. .- 
The table to which this invention is shown 

view of a joint in the 

applied is represented in the common form 
of pedestal table having two pedestal halves, 
1 and 2, adapted to be separated for exten 
sion and having the corresponding halves, 
3 and 4, of the top member mounted for 
movement upon the respective pedestal 
halves for extension of the top with or with 
Out opening or spreading the pedestal. The 
usual slides, 5, are shown for connecting 
the pedestal members with each other and 
the top member halves with respect to the 
pedestal halves. . . . . 

It is the common practice in using tables 
of this general character, that is, those 
having the top halves movable on the ped 
estal halves for extension without opening 
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the pedestal, and adapted for also opening 
the pedestal for further extension,--to ex 
tend the table to the limit for which the 
top halves are movable on the pedestal 
halves before taking advantage of the ex 
tensibility of the pedestal for further ex 
tension of the top, the pedestal being kept 
closed and locked except when the amount 
of extension desired is more than that for 

75 

80 

which provision is made in the movability of 
the top halves upon the pedestal. Enac 
cordance with this practice the provision for 
locking together the top halves is adapted 
for So locking them only at the several 
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stages of extension less than the maximum 
for which extension is provided without 
Opening the pedestal. At such maximum ex 
tension of the top halves without opening 
the pedestal, the outward movement of the 
top halves may be understood to be stopped 
by the usual stops provided in the slides 
to prevent them from being drawn apart. 
When the top halves are spread to this ex 
tent in order to introduce the necessary 
number of fillers between them and properly 
engage the Sockets and tenons which are 
customarily provided for properly posi 
tioning the fillers with respect to each other 
and the top halves, it is intended that the 
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pedestal shall be unlocked and its halves 
Spread apart so as to carry the top halves. 
enough farther apart than they can be 
spread upon the pedestal to admit the fillers. 
with their tenons, and then upon closing 
and locking the pedestal the top halves will 
be forced together against the intervening 
fillers and the whole structure securely 
locked without need of any devices for lock 
ing together the top halves, or for locking 
the top halves to the respective pedestal 
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2. 

halves, except as they are retained by the 
slides extended to the limit permitted by 
their stops of usual construction. 
When the table is to be extended to 

greater length than that provided for in 
the extensibility of the top members on the 
pedestal, said top members being first spread 
apart to that limit, the pedestal halves Will 
be unlocked and drawn apart to admit as 
many additional fillers as may be desired up 
to the limit of extensibility of the pedestal. 
The devices for connecting and locking to 
gether the pedestal halves are designed for 
So connecting and locking them. When they 
are completely closed together and at stages 
of extension corresponding to the width of 
one or more fillers up to any limit for which 
the parts are constructed, and these locking 
devices are adapted for drawing together 
the pedestal halves to clamp the top men 
bers and intervening fillers tightly at each 
of the several stages of extension for which 
the pedestal construction is adapted. 
The features of the construction shown 

which are believed to involve novelty and in 
vention relate to the means provided for con 
necting the pedestal members adapted for 
keeping them connected and drawing them 
toward each other at the several stages of 
Separation Suitable for admitting one or 
more fillers in addition to the fillers which 
may be admitted by the spreading apart of 
the top members. Also to the devices for 
locking together the top member at the 
stages of extension less than the maximum 
to which the top members may be spread 
upon the pedestal members without spread 
ing the latter, and to the means for operat 
ing both the pedestal locking and the top 
locking devices simultaneously by one and 
the same operating device. 
In addition to these features there are 

shown struts or braces for holding the bot 
tom of the pedestal halves at proper distance 
apart against the operation of the connecting 
and clamping devices which tend to draw 
them together, thereby causing the table to 
be very firmly held in all its parts when the 
pedestal is extended and blocked as de 
scribed. 

For the purpose of locking together the 
two halves of the table there is pivoted upon 
the table top half, 3, at a considerable dis 
tance back from the meeting edge of said 
halves a latch device comprising a channel 
bar, 6, which extends from its pivot at 9 on 
the under side of said first mentioned table 
top half toward and past the meeting edge, 
protruding beyond said edge and under the 
other top half, 4, or fillers which may inter 
vene between the two halves, a distance 
somewhat more than the Width of one less 
than the number of fillers for which the top 
halves are arranged to be spread. In the 
table, as illustrated, it is contemplated that 
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the top halves may be spread on the pedestal 
to admit three fillers and no more, and that 
the slide stops will limit their spreading at 
the three-filler-width position so that means 
for locking will be necessary only at the 
closed position, and at the extended positions 
for accommodating one filler and two fillers, 
respectively; and the length of the latch de 
vice, as illustrated, corresponds to these con 
ditions. The latch member, 6, is normally 
upheld to a position shown in Fig. 3 by a 
spring, 10, which conveniently consists of a 
flat steel bar having an end rigidly secured 
to the under side of the table top, 3, and 
which extends thence along the length of 
the member, 6, in the channel thereof, 
(whereby it acts as a guide for its longitudi 
inal movement) and under a cross bar, 6°, 
which extends across the channel at the top 
a little distance back from the meeting edge 
Of the table top half, 3, and thence on to a 
point just outside of said meeting edge 
where Said Spring is up-bent to form a nose, 
10, from the crown of which it slopes off at 
an angle of easy approach terminating be 
low the plane of the lower surface of the 
table top. This spring, by its engagement 
under the cross bar, 6, of the member, 6, is 
adapted normally to hold said latch mem 
ber, 6, up against the under side of the table 
top; but at this position the nose, 10, pro 
jects up past the meeting edge of the top 
half, 3, and therefore when the table top 
halves are closed together, or when a filler is 
interposed between them, the spring is de 
pressed, the crown of its nose being at the 
lower surface of the table top or filler, and 
the latch member, 6, is thereby left free to 
drop down to a position adapting the de 
vices hereinafter described to engage with 
the engaging bar hereinafter described, upon 
the opposite top member, 4. 
Upon the latch member, 6, there is mount 

ed near the end thereof a sleeve, 8, adapted 
to slide on the member, 6, a distance equal to 
the amount of draw which is to be provided 
for in the device for closing up and clamp 
ing the table top. 
trated, it is contemplated that one inch draw 
will be sufficient and the parts are propor 
tioned accordingly. The sleeve has a pin, 
8, extending through slot, 6, in the bottom 
of the channel bar, 6, the slot being of suffi 
cient length to permit the sleeve to slide to 

In the table as illus 
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the extent indicated, and on the pin there is 2 
preferably journaled a pulley, 8*. From the 
lower side of the sleeve the pin, S, pro 
trudes downwardly as a tooth, 89. On the 
under side of the table top half, 4, there is 
rigidly mounted an engaging bar, 7, having 
three apertures, 7, 7 and 7, the first adapt 
ed to be engaged by the tooth, 8, at the 
closed position of the top halves, the second 
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to be similarly engaged when one filler is in 
terposed, and the third to be similarly en- 130 
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gaged when two fillers are interposed. Ly 
ing within the channel of the channel bar 
latch member, 6, there is a flexible connec 
tion which may be a cord, chain or wire 
cable, 19, attached at one end to the channel 
bar at a distance back from the end on which 
the sleeve is mounted, the cable or cord ex 
tending thence around the pin, 8, and the 
pulley, 8*, thereon, thence back along the 
channel bar toward the table top member, 3, 
to which the cable is connected; a convenient 
means of attaching it is afforded by the 
spring, 10, which may be provided with an 
aperture at the foot of the nose, 10, through 
which the cable is passed, secured by a knot 
back of the nose. 
Upon the under side of the table top 

member upon which the channel bar, 6, is 
mounted, there is fulcrumed for Swinging 
horizontally a hand lever, 11. This lever 
is connected by a short link, 11*, with the 
outer end of the latch bar, X, the pivotal 
connections of the link being sufficiently free 
to permit the latch to have its proper up 
and-down swinging movement for latching 
and unlatching. 
dle, 11", extended relatively to the pivotal 
connection, 11, of the link, 11, so that it 
swings in a convenient arc of about 60 de 
grees at the outer side, i. e., toward the end 
of the table, in swinging the said pivotal 
connection, 11, from the position at which 
the latch bar is thrust to its limit toward 
the opposite end of the table to a position 
at which the fulcrum of the lever is between 
the two pivotal connections of the link. At 
this position of the lever, the latch, 6, is 
locked and securely held at top-locking po 
sition. 
Considering the structure above de 

scribed, it may be understood that when the 
table top halves are closed together or are 
spread with fillers interposed between them, 
the spring, 10, being depressed will allow 
the latch bar, 6, to fall and cause the teeth, 
8, on the sleeve, 8, to be engaged with one 
of the apertures of the bar, 7. If the table 
top halves are not spread apart to admit 
a filler, the aperture, 7, will be engaged. 
If they are spread sufficiently to admit one 
filler, the aperture, 7, will be engaged, and 
if two fillers are interposed, the aperture, 
7, will be engaged. This will happen be 
fore the table top is fully closed up, either 
with or without the intervening fillers 
that is, while there is yet some slack to be 
taken up; and it will be seen that upon 
Swinging the lever, 11, around to the locked 
position described, the latch member, 6, be 
ing retracted, will draw the cable, 19, around 
the pulley, 8*, on the pin, 8°, and pull the 
sleeve, 8, back toward the table top half, 3, 
to which the cable is connected, a distance 
equal to half the retraction of the member, 
6, with respect to said top half, 3; and the 

The lever, 11, has its han 

sleeve being engaged with the bar, 7, said 
bar and the table top half, 4, to which the 
bar is attached, will be drawn inward toward 
the opposite half the same distance. 

It will be noticed upon further consid 
eration, that if the two top halves, 3 and 4, 
instead of being pulled against each other 
are pulled against an intervening filler fixed 
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with respect to the supporting member of . 
the table, as hereinafter particularly de 
Scribed, the two top halves will be crowded 
against the opposite sides of said interven 
ing fixed part, whichever of said halves 
comes into contact first with said fixed part 
being stopped thereby, while the other half 
continues to move until it also is drawn up 
against such fixed part; and this is the spe 
cific purpose of employing the cable and 
pulley connection described. 
The nose, 10, of the spring, 10, is de 

signed to be of such height and to be so 
sloped that when either the table top half, 
4, or a filler which may be interposed be 
tween the two halves is pushed up toward 
the table top half, 3, the spring will be 
readily forced downward and will lower the 
latch member, 6, and the sleeve, 8, thereon 
sufficiently for engagement of the tooth, 8, 
with the proper aperture of the engaging 
bar, 7, before the edges of the top members 
are closed together, and that such engage 
ment may be effected while there still re 
mains at least an inch of slack of space to 
be taken up in the top. 
As above stated, when the table top halves 

are separated for admission of three fillers, 
the limit of extension of the slides is 
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reached, and in order to thus interpose the 
three fillers in view of their projecting ten 
ons, the pedestal halves will be unlocked 
and spread sufficiently to accommodate the 
protrusion of the tenons; and the closing 
and clamping together of the pedestal halves 
will then close and securely clamp together. 

It the top with three intervening fillers. 
will be observed that in this last condition, 
with three intervening fillers, the top-lock 

c 5 

ing devices above described are out of serv 
ice. It will be understood that the device 
is not limited to three fillers as a maximum 
of extension, but simply that the length of 
the latch devices and the number of en 
gagements provided is only the same as the 
number of fillers which can be accommodat 
ed by the maximum extension of the top 
halves on the pedestal, and whatever this 
number, the top-engaging devices need not 
be arranged to effect the locking of the 
maximum number when the pedestal is di 
vided and provided with locking devices. 
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25 
If the pedestal is not thus provided, the 
table top would be arranged for extension 
enough beyond the number of fillers to be 
accommodated to admit the tenons, and the 
innermost aperture in the bar, 7, would be 
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positioned for locking engagement when 
that number of fillers are interposed. 

It is desirable to provide not only for the 
clamping and locking together of the top 
halves with intervening fillers, but when less 
than a maximum number of fillers are inter 
posed, it is desirable to provide that the total 
top thus extended shall be positioned sym 
metrically over the Support as when it was 
closed up without extension, that is, that 
the extension shall be equal in both direc 
tions. This involves the positioning of a 
single filler with its middle longitudinal 
line coinciding with the position of the meet 
ing edges of the top halves when they are 
closed directly together; and when two fill 
ers are interposed, it involves that the meet 
ing edges of these two fillers should coincide 
With that line; and when three fillers are 
interposed, it involves that the middle one 
should be in the position of the single filler 
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when only one is present. As a simple ex 
pedient for accomplishing this, the two 
slides, 5, attached to one of the pedestal 
halves (or to the pedestal as a whole if it 
is not divided) are provided each with a 
short upwardly-projecting stud, 12, di 
rectly under the meeting edges of the two 
top halves, and each of the fillers is provided 
in its under side With holes or Sockets, 13, 
positioned at the longitudinal medial line 
of the filler for receiving these studs, 12; 
and in direct transverse a linement with 
these holes at the lateral edges of each filler, 
there are formed what may be called half 
holes or notches, 14-14, SO that any two 
abutting fillers have at their meeting edges 
a socket to accommodate the studs, 12, when 
the fillers are so positioned as to have their 
meeting edge at the middle line of the table, 
at which the studs are located. Similarly 
the meeting edges of the table top halves are 
provided with half-holes, 14-14, which 
register when the top halves are closed to 
gether and accommodate the studs, 12. With 
this construction, it will be seen that when 
the table is spread for admission of one 
filler, such filler being lodged upon the slides 
at the middle point, Will be engaged by the 
studs entering the holes, 13, of the filler, and 
thereby be held positively against movement 
either away from the middle of the table, 
or that if two fillers are interposed, their 
meeting edges will be positioned at the mid 
dle line of the table by abutting against op 
posite sides of the studs which enter the half 
holes in each; also that when three fillers 
are interposed the middle one being posi 
tioned and engaged with the studs, 12, in 
the same manner as if it were the only one, 
will positively position the other two at op 
posite sides of it. 
The pedestal locking device will now be 

described. Upon the pedestal half, 1, there 
is fulcrumed, preferably as near the bottom 
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as convenient, an up-standing lever, 20, upon 
which there is pivoted at a point interme 
diate in the height of the pedestal, and pref 
erably a considerable distance below the top, 
and also a considerable distance from the 
bottom, a rotatable member, 21, which is also 
of the nature of a lever. This member has 
its lower end engaged loosely with a bracket, 
23, mounted on the pedestal half, 1, and its 
upper end terminating in a shoulder, 24, for 
engaging the links of a chain, A. This chain 
is attached at One end to the opposite ped 
estal half, 2. Its links, 25, are connected by 
pivot bolts, 26, adapted to be engaged by the 
shoulder, 24, the links being preferably as 
illustrated in channel form with the side 
flanges, 25, extended to form the pivot bolts, 
the Web of the channel being deep enough 
to receive the upper end of the lever, 21, so 
as to permit the shoulder, 24, to engage the 
pivot bolts of the chain and to adapt the 
links to ride upon the upper end of the lever 
as the chain passes over the latter. Said 
chain, A, is adapted to be substantially rigid 
when extended with the web of the links up 
permost, that is, it is prevented from Sag 
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ging as a flexible chain would normally do, 
by the formation of the links at their abut 
ting ends, with shoulders, 25°, including the 
end of the web of the channel and posi 
tioned in planes at right angles to the length 
of the link diametric with respect to the 
pivot of the links to each other. The lever, 
20, is preferably formed of two bars laid 
flatWise upon each other and riveted together 
at the upper end, but spread apart below 
and separately fulcrumed at the lower end 
So as to accommodate between them the mem 
ber, 21, which is pivoted to said lever be 
tween the two bars, the spread of which is 
sufficient also to afford a free path for the 
links of the chain, A, as it is engaged with 
and passes over the upper end of the mem 
ber, 21. The chain, A, is designed to be of 
sufficient length to connect the two pedestal 
halves at the maximum extension for which 
the slides connecting said halves are con 
structed. As illustrated, this distance may 
be understood as four-filler widths, requir 
ing said connecting chain to be in length 
about 36 inches, plus the width of the ped 
estal cavity or distance from the attachment 
of said chain of one pedestal half to the cor 
ner of its engagement with the member, 21, 
when that member is swung over to its most 
remote position from the first-mentioned 
pedestal half. In order to accommodate this 
length within the height of the pedestal 
when the pedestal halves are closed together 
and the length is not taken up in extending 
across the distance which they are spread 
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apart, Said chain, such as a common chain, 
25, has its free end connected by any flexible 
means to the inner end of the bracket, 23, 
so that from that connection it droops in a L30 
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loop down below the bracket and extends up 
to its engagement with the member, 21. 
The means for operating the pedestal 

locking devices comprise a lever, 15-17, 
fulcrumed on the bridge piece or cap of the 
pedestal half, 1. This lever has its handle 
arm, 15, below and its operating arm, 17, 
above the cap, 16. The operating arm, 17, 
has a slot, 17, which engages the upper end 
of the lever, 20. When the lever, 15.-17, 
is moved to carry the said upper end of the 
lever, 20, in toward the end of the pedestal member on which it is mounted that is, 
away from the parting plane of the two 
pedestal members-the member, 21, is rocked 
over its engagement with the bracket, 23, 
and its upper end is carried in the same di 
rection as the lever, 20, but substantially 
twice as far as the pivot of the lever, 21, to 
the lever, 20, is carried by the same swing 
ing movement of said lever, 20. In this 
movement of the lever, 21, its shoulder, 24, 
encounters and engages one of the pivots of 
the chain, 26, and draws the latter with it, 
thereby drawing the two pedestal halves to 
gether when the lever arm, 15, reaches its 
limit of swinging and is locked by engage 
ment with the ratchet tooth, 18, on the plate, 
18. The length of each of the links of the 
chain, A-that is, the distance from pivot to 
pivot, should be equal to or an aliquot part 
of a filler-width, and should be not less than 
the movement of the shoulder, 24, derived 
from the full swing of the lever, 20, so that 
whatever may be the number of fillers for 
which the pedestal is extended, such fillers being interposed and the top approximately 
closed, the shoulder, 24, will find in its path, 
as the lever, 21, is rocked as described a 
link pivot, 26, which needs only to be carried 
to the limit of the inward movement of the 
shoulder in order to effect complete closure 
and clamping of the pedestal at the position, 
either closed, or partly open corresponding 
to the number of fillers interposed. Usually 
the amount of slack to be taken up by the 
action described will be very much less than 
the link length, so that the shoulder, 24, Will 
not encounter a link pivot until it has trav 
ersed a considerable portion of its path 
toward the locking position, and in the last 
portion only of that path when it encounters 
the pivot, will it operate for drawing upon 
the pedestal members. 
For unlocking the top, either to open it 

up to receive fillers or to remove fillers preparatory to closing it up, the Operator 
will swing the handle of the lever, 11, around 
to the full line position in Fig. 4. In this 
movement, said lever, 11, will move the latch 
member, 6, outward-that is, toward the 
table-top half opposite that on which said 
latch member is carried, and will thereby 
slacken the engagement of the top-locking 
devices, The operator may now draw the 

will ride freely over the outwardly leaning 

5 
top halves apart sufficiently to disengage 
them from each other or from the interven 
ing fillers. If the table has been closed up 
without fillers, this separation will release 
the spring 10, and cause it to operate to lift 
the latch device, disengaging its member, 8, 
from the bar, 7. If the table has been ex 
tended, the movement described will permit 
the removal of the filler next adjacent to the 
top half, 3, which will in the same manner. 
release the spring, 10, with the effect above 
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described. The table may now be further 
extended, or, the fillers being removed, may 
be closed up, and whether closed up entirely 
or closed up upon one or more intervening 
fillers, can be locked as above described. 
If the pedestal is to be either opened or 

80 

closed up, the operator will first disengage 
the lever arm, 17, from the shoulder, 18, 
of the bar, 18. The pedestal halves may 
now be drawn apart with the effect of swing 
ing the member, 21, and the lever, 20, over 
toward the pedestal member, 2. In thus 
extending, it will be noticed that the chain 

end of the member, 21, which at this position 
is swung over nearly out of the path of the 
link pivots, 26. The first separating move 
ment above described will have released the 
end of whatever bottom strut (hereinafter 
described) may have been in service, which 
may now be folded up, or if the pedestal 
is to be closed up entirely, all the struts may 
be folded up. Otherwise, the strut to be 
next used, may be left down in operative 
position; and thereupon, any fillers in excess 
of those which are to be retained in service 
being first removed, the pedestal halves may 
be pushed toward each other. In thus clos 
ing up the pedestal, the chain at its horizon 
tal portion which extends between the two 
pedestal halves, is prevented from Sagging 
by the construction described, and this por 
tion is therefore capable of pushing as a stiff 
member, so that whatever distance the 
pedestal halves may have been extended and 
however long the portion of the chain which 
thus extends horizontally between them, it 
will be pushed in over the lever, 21, and will 
fold down between the separated lower end 
portions of the lever, 20, hanging as a loop 
from the bracket, 23, as described. When 
the pedestal members are approximately 
either at closed position or at the desired 
position for admitting any given number 
of fillers, such number of fillers being inter 
posed by the operator Swinging the lever 
arm, 17, around to the right, will cause the 
shoulder, 24, of the member, 21, to engage 
the chain pivot, 26, next inward from it, 
and draw the pedestal halves toward each 
other; and the distance at which said link 
pivots are located being as above described, 
the pedestal will become clamped snugly to 
gether against the proper strut and embrae 
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ing the appropriate number of fillers when 
the lever arm, 17, has completed its SWing 
ing and become engaged with the ratchet 
tooth, 18°, so that the table, both as to pedes tal and top, will at this stage be rigidly 
locked so as to be rigid from top to bottom. 

For spacing the pedestal halves at the bot 
tom, suitably for the desired number of 
fillers up to the maximum number for which 
it can be extended, there are provided struts 
or braces, 50, 51 and 52, (the drawings be 
ing made to show a pedestal adapted to be 
extended three filler-widths). These struts are preferably or conveniently of V-shape 
channel form, or angle-shaped, nested One 
within another, the outermost strut, 50, (in the order of nesting) being the longest and 
adapted to space the pedestal halves three 
filler-widths, the next inner strut, 51, being 
shorter and of narrower flanges, adapted to 
space the pedestal halves, two filler-widths, 
the strut, 52, being still shorter by one filler 
width, and correspondingly narrower So 
that all are nested, the longer and wider 
strut, 50, covering the others. All the struts 
are pivoted at the inner end to the foot of 
the pedestal member, 2, in a position Such 
that they may swing to upright position at 
one side of the bracket by which the chain, 
A, is attached, and the opposite pedestal 
half, 1, has a stop, 55, for lodgment and 

: engagement of the struts, respectively, Whell 
they are folded down horizontally for opera 
tive position. 

claim:- 
1. In an extension table, in combination 

with a supporting member, the top halves 
movable thereon for extension and filler's 
adapted to be inserted between the extended 
top halves, the supporting member having 
studs projecting up at the meeting line of 
the top halves, the fillers having sockets in 
their under side at a longitudinal medial 
line and having half sockets or notches in 
their edges in direct transverse alinement 
with the first-mentioned sockets, the top 
halves having similar half sockets or notches 
in their meeting edges in direct transverse 
alinement with the studs. 

2. In an extension table, in combination 
with a supporting member and top halves 
movable thereon for extension, a latch de 
vice pivoted to the under side of one top 
half and extending thence across the meet 
ing plane of the two halves; means on the 
opposite half for engaging said latch device: 
a yielding device which operates to uphold 
the latch device out of such engagement, and 
means by which the yielding device may be 
depressed extending up above the lower Sur. 
face of the top so as to be encountered and 
depressed by the top parts when the top is 
closed, whereby such closure causes the loop 
to drop for said engagement. 

3. In an extension table, in combination 
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with top halves movable toward and from 
each other for extension; a channel-bar latch 
device pivoted to the under side of one top 
half; a spring secured to the same top half 
in a position to extend above the channel of 
the latch device so as to be depressible there 
into; means extending across the channel 
under which the spring extends for engage 
ment there with to uphold the latch device, 
the spring having a projection which ex 
tends upward adjacent to the inner edge of 
the top member to which the spring is se 
cured in position to be encountered and de 
pressed by the other top member or a filler 
when the table top is closed, and means on 
the other top half with which the latch de 
vice engages when allowed to drop by the 
depression of the spring. 

4. In an extension table, in combination. 
85 with a supporting member, top halves mov 

able thereon for extension and fillers adapt 
ed to be interposed; a channel bar latch de 
vice pivoted upon one top member having its 
channel opening upward; a flexible loop 
member lodged in the channel having its 
ends connected with the top member to 
which the latch device is pivoted; means by 
which one of the ends so connected may be 
retracted toward the latch pivot, and means 
for engaging the loop with the other top 
half. 

5. In an extension table, in combination 
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with a supporting member, top halves mov- - 
able thereon for extension and fillers adapt 
ed to be interposed; a latch device pivoted 
upon one member and movable longitudi 
nally transversely of the meeting edges of 
the top halves; a part mounted slidably on 
the latch device; an engageable member on 
the opposite top half with which said slid 
able part is adapted to engage; a flexible 
loop engaged with said slidable part having 
One end connected to the latch device and 
the other end to a fixed point on the same 
top half which carries the latch device, and 
means for moving the latch device longi 
tudinally. 

6. In an extension table, in combination 
with a supporting member and top halves 
movable thereon for extension, a latch device 
carried on the under side of one top half and 
extended under the other half, an engage 
able member on the other half, a loop mem 
ber carried by the latch device and means 
for connecting its loop with said engage 
able member, said loop member having one 
end connected with the first-mentioned top 
half and means for retracting the other end. 

7. In an extension table, in combination 
With a supporting member and table-top 
halves movable on said member for exten 
sion, a latch device on one top half and an 
engageable part on the other half, the latch 
device being movable longitudinally on the 
top half on which it is mounted; a part mov 
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able on the latch device adapted for engag- In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
ing the engageable part on the other top my hand at Chicago, Illinois, this 10th day 
half, and a flexible loop member attached at of January, 1914. 
one end to the loop and at the other end to CHARLESS. BURTON. 

3 the first-mentioned top half and having its Witnesses: 
loop engaged with said part movable on the EDNA. M. MACINTOSH, 
latch device. M. GERTRUDE ADY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


