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' LOCK BOX.
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T'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Gusrave M. Gorp-
svrtH and Carr P. Birrevs, citizens of the
United States, residing at Hamilton, But-

5 ler County, Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Lock Boxes, of
which the following is a specification.

The present invention relates to lock-
boxes and in particular relates to means for

10 preventing access being had to the interior
of a lock-box or to the contents of a drawer
therein except by the regular operation of
the lock mechanism. Our invention is espe-
cially well suited for application to safety-

15 deposit boxes. ,

Safety-deposit lock-boxes now almost uni-
versally in use are so arranged that access
to the interior of the box may be obtained
by hammering inwardly on the key-tubes

20 until the threads of the bolts holding the
lock in position on the door are stripped.
This movement of the lock inwardly of the
door is permitted by reason of a space being
present between the rear of the lock and
front of the drawer of the box, and the front
face of the drawer is usually of tin so that
even of the rear of the lock should strike
against it across the space, the tin face of
the drawer would give way and the lock
could still be easily forced inward against
the slight resistance offered by this sheet of
tin. In these lock-boxés, when the lock is
loosened from the door sufficiently to remove
the bolt from its socket, the door is freed and
may be readily opened, thus giving access
to the interior of the box. These lock-boxes
may also be entered by forcing aside that
side of the outer casing of the box which
carries the socket for the bolt, until the bolt
socket is forced aside sufficiently to unmask
the bolt and thus permit the door to be
opened. _

One. of the objects of our invention is to
provide a lock-hox so constructed that ac-
cess to the interior thereof may not be ob-
tained by unauthorized persons. Another
object of our invention is to provide a lock-
box of simple and inexpensive construction
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and provided with locking means permitting
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of easy operation by a person having the
proper key or acquainted with the combina-
tion, and, at the same time, providing means
whereby the tampering in other ways with
the lock on other parts of the box will:not

forming the outer face of a drawer.

result in access being obtained to its con-
tents. Another object of our invention is to
provide auxiliary locking and protecting
means which may be easily and readily ap-
plied to lock-boxes of the safety-deposit type
now in use. - Other objects will be in part
obvious and in part pointed out hereinafter.

Our invention may be applied to lock-
boxes having locking mechanism of either
the key-type or the combination type, and
comprises ‘the provision' of an auxiliary
socket for the bolt whereby the door is se-
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cured in closed position irrespective of the

engagement of the bolt in its main socket,

and further ' comprises the provision of

means adapted to abut against the rear of

the lock to prevent its being stripped from
1ts mounting to thereby free the bolt from
its socket. Obviously, our invention may be
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applied to lock-boxes of many types and .

adapted to many uses. ’

In accordance with our invention we pro-
vide a lock-box of ordinary construction ex-
cept that the rear face of the lock is adapted
to abut or to come into close proximity to

the outer face of a member having consid-

erable rigidity "and resistance and held
against inward movement in the box, and
such member may comprise a steel plate
This
construction will prevent the lock from be-
ing pounded inwardly of the door so as to
be stripped therefrom. To obtain further
resistance to inward movement of the lock
we extend the abutment plate, when carried
on or comprising: the outer face of the
drawer, or when mounted independently, to
provide flanges, and ‘securely fasten on each
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side wall of the box a piece of metal provid-

ing a rigid portion or shoulder, against

which the flanges at the sides of the plate

are adapted to abut. These rigid portions
secured -to the sides of the box will aid in
preventing ‘inward movement of the rigid
member which abuts against the back of the
lock and thereby prevent the stripping of
the lock from the door. To prevent the
opening of the ‘door of the box when-the
side of the box containing the socket for the
bolt has been wedged aside sufficiently - to
free the bolt from this:socket, we securely
fasten to a portion of the drawer, and pref-
erably to the member which forms the front

of the drawer, a keeper having a perforation
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adapted to register with the socket in the
side of the box, so that the bolt of the lock
will penetrate this keeper carried on the
front of the drawer, and will enter the
socket in the side of the box beyond. By this
means, we prevent the opening of the door
even when the socket in the side of the box
has been forced aside sufficiently to uncover
the bolt, since the bolt will still engage the
keeper carried on the front of the drawer.

In order that a cleaver understanding of
our invention may be had attention is here-
by directed to the accompanying drawings
illustrating one possible embodiment of our
invention. Referring to the drawings, Fig.
1'1s a perspective view of a safety-deposit
lock-box such as may embody our invention
Fig. 2 is a vertical section of a lock-box em-
bodying our invention taken on the line 2—2
of Fig. 3; Fig. 3 is a horizontal section of
a lock-box embodying our invention; Fig. 4
is a vertical section of a lock box embodying
our invention taken on the line 4—4 of Fig.
3. Similar reference characters designate
similar parts throughout the several views
of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, we provide a
lock-box which may have its outer walls,
door and lock thereon constructed in the
usual manner, and preferably of steel or
similar material. In the drawings, the top
wall is shown at 1, the bottom wall at 2, the
side walls at 3 and 4 respectively, the door
at 5, hinged in the usual manner, as at 6, to

5 one side 3 of the box, and the lock is shown

at 7, secured to the rear of the door 5 as by
means of bolts 8, which are countersunk into
the rear surface 9 of the lock so that their
heads will be flush with or below this sur-
face. Key-tubes 10, of the lock extend
through suitable perforations in the door 5.
The main socket for the bolt is shown at 11,
formed in a jamb or plate 12 which is
welded or otherwise secured to the inside of
side 4 of the box. The drawer for the box
may be constructed of tin in the usual man-
ner, except that instead of having the front
face of tin we substitute a plate 18, compris-
ing rigid and resistant material such as steel,
or the like. Plate 13, as shown, may be se-
cured to the side walls 14 and 15 and to the
bottom 16 of the drawer by being spot-
welded or otherwise secured thereto, as at 17.
As clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4 of the
drawings, when the drawer is seated within
the box and the door 5 is closed, the rear sur-
face 9 of the lock abuts against the front
surface of the plate 13 and thereby will, in
consequence, offer resistance to further in-
ward movement of the lock, and will provide
an abutment for the lock to prevent it from
being stripped from the door 5 as a result of
pounding or pressure applied against the
key-tubes 10. As shown, the plate 13 ex-
tends beyond each of the sides 14 and 15 of
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the drawer to form flanges 18 and 19 respec-
tively. We firmly secure to the inside of the
wall 3 of the box a plate 20 having a rigid
portion or shoulder 21 adapted to engage
flange 18 of member 13 from the rear, and
we mount a siinilar piece 22 interiorly of
wall 4 of the box providing a similar shoul-
der or abutment 23 adapted to abut against
the rear or flanged portion 19 of member
13, thus providing means in addition to the
sides 14 and 15 of the drawer, which abut
against the rear of the box; for holding
plate 18 against the vear surface 9 of the lock
and for preventing the stripping of the lock
from the door in consequence of pounding or
pressure applied to the key-tubes 10.

In order to prevent access from being
gained to the interior of the box after the
side 4 has been forced outwardly sufficiently
to free the bolt 24, of the lock from the main
socket 11, we firmly secure to plate 13 a plate
26 extending outwardly at right angles
thereto and perforated as at 25, to provide
a. socket 25 adapted to register with socket
11 when the drawer is seated in the box, so
that when the bolt 24 is shot it will pass
through the socket 25 of member 26 and will
enter socket 11. Plate 26 may be formed in-
tegrally on plate 13, or may be welded, or
bolted, or otherwise suitably secured there-
to. It is readily seen that if the side 4 and
member 12 are displaced sidewise sufficiently
to free bolt 24 from its socket 11, the bolt
will nevertheless remain seated within the
soclket 25 of member 26 and the door 5 may
neither be opened nor may access be had to
the interior of the drawer. The door 5 be-
ing hinged, when it is opened the bolt 24
will be moved in a circular path and because
the plate 13 may not follow such movement of
the bolt, the opening of the door will be pre-
vented so long as the bolt 24 engages within
the socket 25. Any suitable means may be
supplied to render it convenient and easy to
slide the drawer out of the open box.. As
shown, such means may comprise a ring 27
pivotally mounted on the front of plate 13
and countersunk beneath or flush with its
outer surface o as not to interfere with the
close abutment of the back of the lock
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against the front of plate 13. This ring is -

adapted to be grasped in the hand so that
the drawer may be easily pulled out, when
desired.

It is to be noted that the described con-
struction permits of modification” wherein
the auxiliary keeper 26 and socket 25 may
be formed integrally with side 15 of the
drawer, or may be welded or otherwise se-
cured thereto, and as many other changes
may be made in the above described con-
struction andimany apparently widely differ-
ent embodiments of this invention may be
made without departing from . the scope
thereof, it is intended that all matter con-
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tained in the above description or shown in
the accompanying drawings shall be inter-
preted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense. '

What we claim is:

1. In a lock box, the combination with a
door having a lock on the rear side thereof,
and a drawer in said box, said drawer having
longitudinal walls, of a plate rigidly mount-
ed on said drawer across the front thereof
and positioned to lie dirvectly back of the lock
when the door is closed, and said longitudinal
drawer walls abutting said plate from the
rear, whereby movement of said plate rear-
wardly of said drawer is limited, and co-
operating with said plate whereby inward
movement of said lock from said door is pre-
vented when the door is closed.

2. In a lock box having a rear wall, the
combination with a door and a lock secured
on the rear side thereof, of a drawer having
for its front face a rigid plate positioned to
lie against the rear of said lock when said
door 1s closed, and having sides and a bottom
abutting both said rear wall and said. plate,
whereby inward movement of said lock from
sald door is prevented when said door is
closed. :

3. In a lock box, the combination with a
door and a lock secured on the rear side
thereof, of a drawer having for its front face
a rigid plate positioned to lie against the
rear of said lock when said door is closed,
said plate having portions extending out-
wardly of the drawer proper, and abutments
secured to the box and positioned to be di-
rectly behind said extended plate portions
when the drawer is closed, whereby inward
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movement of said lock from said door is pre-

-vented when said door is closed.

4. In a lock box, the combination with a
drawer, a door and a lock on said door hav-
ing a movable bolt, of a main socket for said
bolt, and an auxiliary bolt socket carried by
said drawer.

5. In a lock box, the combination with a
door and locking means including a bolt
mounted on said door, of a socket for said
bolt on one side of said box, a drawer in said
box and an auxiliary socket for said bolt
mounted on said drawer and adapted to
register with said first socket and permitting
said - bolt to extend through said auxiliary
socket and into said first mentioned socket.

6. In a lock box, the combination with a
door, a lock mounted on-the inner side there-

“of, said lock including a sliding bolt and a
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socket for said bolt on one side of said box,

of a drawer, the front face of which com-
prises a rigid plate having a forwardly pro-
jecting portion constituting an auxiliary bolt
socket, said drawer face being adapted to lie
directly behind said lock to prevent inward
movement of said lock when said door is in
closed position, with said auxiliary socket in
alignment with said first mentioned socket
for engagement by said bolt to prevent the
opening of said door.

This specification signed and witnessed
this 21st day of May, 1921.

GUSTAVE M. GOLDSMITH.
CARL P. BARTELS.
Witnesses:

H. E. Sausman,
H. Rexer.
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