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(57) Abstract: A directional control valve (1) includes: a housing (2) including a spool hole, a pump flow channel (3),
a tank flow channel (4), and a pair of supply/discharge flow channels (5A, 5B); and a spool (6) inserted into the spool
hole. The spool (6) shuts off the supply/discharge flow channels (5A, 5B) from the pump flow channel (3) and the tank
flow channel (4) at a neutral position, causes one of the supply/discharge flow channels (5A, 5B) to communicate with
the pump flow channel (3) when moved from the neutral position, and causes the other to communicate with the tank flow
channel (4). The opening arca between one of the supply/discharge flow channels (5A, 5B) and the pump flow channel
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(3) increases to the maximum value while the stroke of the spool (6) increases to a prescribed value, and becomes smaller
than the maximum value when the stroke of the spool (6) exceeds the prescribed value.
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