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To all, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. MASON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at East 
Monroe, in the county of Highland and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Fences; and Ido declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as Will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it appertains 
to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to fences. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple, inexpensive, and strongly-construct 
ed fence, the wires of which may be easily 
and quickly tightened to compensate for any 
sag in the same. 
With these objects in view the invention 

consists of certain features of construction 
and combination of parts which will be here 
inafter fully described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a side elevation of my improved fence. Fig. 

25. 
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2 is a top plan view of the same. 
detail perspective of one of the stays. Fig. 4 
is a detail perspective of one of the tighteners. 
In the drawings, 1 denotes the end posts, 

and 2 one of the line-posts. Wire-tighteners 
3 are secured to the end posts, and wires 4 
are twisted around these tighteners and ex 
tend to the line-post 2. Each of these tight 
eners consists of a short rod 3", having an ap 
erture 3, through which the end of the wire 
is passed, oppositely-extending hooks 3, and 
the squared head 3, by means of which the 
tightener is turned. These wires and posts 
constitute one of the panels of which the fence 
is composed, and I will describe the inven 
tion in connection with the same. 

5 denotes a wooden stay which has alter 
nating notches 6 in each side to receive the 
strands of wire. The notches are cut at an 
angle across the stay, so that when the wires 
enter them a kink is formed in the Wires on 
each side of the stay, which prevents it from 
slipping longitudinally on the wires. The 
stay is inserted between the wires, one wire 
being on one side of the stay and the next on 
the other side, and so on, and in this position 
the stay is inclined at the proper angle to al 
low all the wires to enter the notches except 
the top wire. The stay is now moved to an 
upright position, and the top notch 7 of the 

Fig. 3 is a 

stay, which is cut at a reverse angle to the 
other notches, will engage the top wire of the 
fence, thus effectively locking the wire to the stay. 

It is evident that the spreading of the wires 
by the insertion of the stays and the kinks 
made in them by passing through the notches 
of the stays will compensate for all sag in the 
wires and make the fence tight and strong. 
As the alternating wires are arranged on the 
opposite sides of the stays, it is evident that 
at one point in their length between the stays 
they will cross each other. In order to hold 
them in this position and to brace them at 
this point, I provide a metallic angle-stay 8, 
having at its angle notches through which the 
wires are passed and in which they are held 
by vertical rods 9. 
The posts of this fence may be braced in 

any suitable or Well-known manner, but in 
the present instance I have shown a brace 
bar 10, which has one end mortised into the 
end postintermediate of its ends and its other 
end mortised in one of the line-posts. Brace 
wires 11 are secured to the end post on its 
side opposite to the side to which the wire 
tighteners are secured and will serve to pre 
vent the end post twisting due to the strain 
imparted to it in the act of tightening the 
wires by the tighteners. Wire cables 12 may 
also be attached to this post and have their 
lower ends secured to rocks or other anchors 
buried in the ground. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a fence, the combination of the posts, 
Wires strung to the posts, and pickets or stays, 
each having on its opposite sides alternating 
notches extending obliquely in the same di 
rection to receive the alternating wires when 
the pickets or stays are slanted sufficiently 
to bring the notches parallel or in line with 
the fence-wires, and each of said pickets hav 
ing a reversely-arranged oblique notch at one 
end, whereby when said picket or stay is 
raised to a vertical direction and one of the 
wires forced into said reversely-arranged 
notch, kinks Will be formed in the wires to 
prevent the picket or stay being slid thereon, 
and the reversely-arranged notch of said 
picket or stay will lock the same in its verti 
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cal direction against the strain of the other 
wires, substantially as described. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a stay or 
picket for fence-wires, having a series of al 
ternating notches on its opposite sides, said 
notches extending obliquely in the same di 
rection, said picket or stay having at one end 
a notch, which extends obliquely in a reverse 
direction, substantially as described. 

3. In a fence, the combination of the posts, 
Wires strung to the posts, and picketS or stays, 
each having on its opposite sides alternating 
notches extending obliquely in the same di 
rection to receive the alternating wires when 
the pickets or stays are slanted sufficiently 
to bring the notches parallel or in line with 
the fence-wires, and each of Said pickets hav 
ing a reversely-arranged oblique notch at One 
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end, whereby when said picket or stay is 
raised to a vertical direction and one of the 2 o 
wires forced into said reversely-arranged 
notch, kinks will be formed in the wires to 
prevent the picket or stay being slid thereon, 
and the reversely-arranged notch of said 
picket or stay will lock the same in its verti 

and a metallic angle-stay placed at the point 
of crossing to retain the wires in position for 
the purpose set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM ET. MASON. 

Witnesses: 
ROBT. WILSON, 
S. S. MASON. 

25 
cal direction against the strain of the other 
wires, said wires being crossed in their length 


