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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

o

GEORGE F. SHARP AND THEODORE JAMES VANCE, OF ROQEBUD
MONTANA.

EXPLOSIVE CARTRIDGE FOR EXTERMINATING ANIMALS,

SPECIFIC@TION forming part of Letters Patent No. 549,297, dated November 5, 1895,
Application filed March 20, 1895, RSerial No, 542,528, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatwe, GEORGE F. SHARP and
THEODORE JAMES VANCE, citizens of the
United States, residing at Rosebud, in the
county of Custer and State of Montana, have
invented a new and useful Cartridge, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in cartridges designed especially for extermi-
nating wolves, coyotes, and other wild ani-
mals.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and inexpensive form and
construction of explosive cartridge whichmay
be inserted into and hidden within a piece of
meat or other bait, and be adapted to be fired
or exploded by the animal in the attempt to
consume or remove said bait.

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct the cartridge in such manner that it
may be safely carried from place to place and
loaded or unloaded without danger.

To this end the invention consists in the
combination, with a hollow shell of any pre-
ferred form or construction provided with a
small aperature in one end and containing a
charge of powder or other explosive, of a
movable piece of wire, cord, or tape carrying
a ;. lussion-pellet located within said shell
and adapted to be moved into contact with
aroughened surface for igniting the explosive
by means connected therewith upon the ex-

" terior of the shell; in the particular manner

of supporting the several parts located within
the shell for rendering the device as a whole
safe to be carried about from place to place
or to be loaded or unloaded; also in certain
features and details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
scribed, illustrated in the drawings, and

- pointed out in the claims.
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In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view showing the manner of ap-
plying our improved cartridge to and conceal-
ing the same within a piece of bait and an-
choring the same to a fixed support. Fig. 2
is a longitudinal section through a cartridge
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion. Fig. 3'is a detail perspective view of

50 the elastic support carrying the percussion-

pellet. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the spring-
armed brdcket

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures of the
drawings.
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ReferrmO' to the drawings, 1 designates a-

hollow shell which may be of any prefelred
form or constructlon The shell 1 is prefer-
ably cast and in such process is formed with
several barbs 2, projecting laterally from the
body of the shell and inclining rearwardly
from the advance end thereof, said end being
pointed, as indicated at 3, to facilitate itsin-
sertion into the bait. At the oppositeorrear
end said shell is internally screw-threaded
at 4, adapting it to receive an exteriorly-
threaded breech-block 5, having a small cen-
tral aperture 6, the purpose of: whlch will ap-
pear.

A pair of spring jaws or arms 7 are located
within the shell 1 and are provided at their
rear ends with a connecting-bar 8, which is
secured to the inner face of the breech-block
5 for supporting said spring-jaws. The bar
8 is provided with a small aperture 9, coineci-
dent with the aperture in the breech- block,
and the opposite or forward ends of the
spring-jaws 7 are given an outward flare or
divergence, as shown at 10.

11 indicates a piece of spring metal, which
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at its rear end 12 is adapted to bear arramst .

the innerface of the breech-block 5, and at its
opposite or forward end isgiven a sem1e1rcu1ar
turn or curve 13, brmglng the same approxi-
mately to the central plane of the shell 1,

and from this point a piece of tape, cord, or
wire 14 extends rearwardly through the aper—
ture 9 in the bar 8, and also through the aper-
ture 6 in the breech- block, to ‘the exterior of
the shell. The tape 14 may be of any de-
sired length, and it is by means of this tape
that the cartrld«e is anchored to any conven-
ient fixed support A pellet 15 of fulminate
or percussion powder is arranged upon the
spring-support 11, just in advance of the flar-
ring ends 10 of the spring-jaws 7, in such
manner that said pellet is adapted to be
drawn between said spring-jaws, which are
roughened or serrated on their inner adjacent
faces, adapting them to explode the pellet 15
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and ignite the powder or other explosive 16
with which the shell is charged, in a manner
that will be readily understood.

From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of the device will be apparent.

By means of.the spring-support 11 the per-
cussion pellet. 15 will be held normally sus-
pended in the powder in the shell 1, entirely
clear of the spring-jaws 7, thereby rendering
the cartridge perfectly safe in handling or
loading and unloading. Insettingthedevice
the cartridge is inserted into a piece of bait,
the barbs 2 serving to prevent the withdrawal
thereof, and the tape, cord, or wire 14 is then
made fast to a tree, stake, or other conven-
ient fixed support. The animal, in the act of
consuming or removing the bait, causes the
percussion-pellet, by reason of its anchori ing-
tape 14, to enter between the serrated spring-
jaws 7, thereby exploding the cartridge and

: k1111n0' the animal.
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Varlous changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor deta,ils of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrlﬁemrr any advantages of this in-
vention. ~

Having thus described the invention, what

is claimed as new, and desired to be secured

by Letters Patent, is—

1. A cartridge shell comprising a hollow
body adapted to receive a charge of explo-
sive powder, and formed with a pointed end
terminating in oppositely disposed integral
barbs, in combination with a perforated and
removable breech plug, a serrated or rough-

ened spring arm attached to said plug and
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disposed within the interior of the shell, an
interiorly arranged spring support for up-
holding a percussion pellet in proper relative
position to said roughened spring arm, and a
cord or its equivalent attached to said spring
support and passing- through the perforated
breech block, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

2. A carfridge comprising a hollow body
adapted to receive a charge of explosive
powder, in combination with a removable
breech block, and a spring support located

" within said body, and adapted to receive and

direct a pellet of fulminate or percussion

powder between a pair of spring jaws, sub--

stantially as described.

3. A device for exterminating wild ani-
mals, consisting of a hollow shell adapted to
receive a charge of explosive powder, and a
removable breech block, in combination with
aninteriorly arranged spring support adapt-
ed to receive and direct a pellet of fulmi-
nate or percussion powder, a pair of frie-
tion jaws for firing said pellet, and means
communicating with the exterior of the shell
for moving said pellet between the friction
jaws, substantially as described.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing
as our own we have hereto affixed our signa-
tures in the presence of two witnesses.

GEO. F. SHARP.
THEODORE JAMES VANCE.

Witnesses:
C. F. ROTHWELL,
J. H. HUSSEY. -
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