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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FORRESTM. PRIESTLEY, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Denver, in the county of Arapahoe 
and State of Colorado, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Roller-Blot 
ter Rulers; and I do declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to Which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
Companying drawings, and to the figures of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

roller-blotter rulers, its object being to pro 
vide a device of this class willich shall be of 
simple and economical construction, reliable 
and durable in operation, and efficientin use. 
The device consists of a shell or case hav 

ing alongitudinal straight-edge on either side 
and partially covering two roller-blotters 
which are pivoted in slots formed in the ends 
of the case, the pivots in the ends of the roll 
ers being normally engaged by Springs preSS 
ing the rollers outward or downward. By 
pressing upon the case the tension of these 
springs locks the rollers in place during the 
formation of the lines by the use of the 
straight edges or flanges. The case is also 
provided at one end with an adjustable 
pointer, which may be regulated to correspond 
with the distance between the lines which are 
to be formed. 
The invention will be fully understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
combination with the specification hereinafter 
given. 
In the drawings is illustrated an embodi 

ment of the invention. 
Figure 1 is a top view of the improved de 

vice with the adjustable pointer extended. 
Fig.2 is an underneath view of the same with 
the pointer drawn in. Fig. 3 is an elevation 
of the end carrying the adjustable pointer. 
Fig. 4 is an elevation of the same with the 
outer end plate and the adjustable pointer 
removed. Fig. 5 is an elevation of the oppo 
site end with the outer end plate removed. 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged transverse section taken 
on the line acac, Fig. 2. Figs. 7 and 8 are views 
in detail of the adjustable pointer, 

Similar reference characters indicating cor 
responding parts or elements of the mechan 
ism in the several views, let the numeral 5 
designate the hollow case or shell centrally 
depressed longitudinally and exteriorly, as 
shown at 6, and provided with a suitable han 
dle 7. The case 5 is interiorly concave on 
each side of depression 6 to conform to the 
shape of the rollers 88, provided with a suit 
able covering 9, of blotting-paper or other ma 
terial, adapted to readily absorb the ink as 
the device is rolled over the surface upon the 
lines drawn. The extremities of rollers 8 are 
provided with pivots 10, which are received 
in slots 12, formed in an interior end plate 13 
at one end of the case, and in slots 12, formed 
in a similar end plate 13° in the opposite 
end of this case. Plates 13 and 13 are se 
cured to the case in any suitable manner, 
as by Soldering. Slots 12 are closed, as shown 
in Fig. 4, While slots 12 are open at the bot 
tom, as shown in Fig. 5, the pivots being en 
gaged on the under side by the edge of a 
Small leaf-spring 14 to prevent the rollers 
from falling out of the case by gravity, but 
at the Same time permitting their removal at 
pleasure. Spring 14 is centrally secured to a 
flange 14", formed on plate 13 between the 
slots 12°. The free extremities of this spring 
engage the pivots 10 and are sufficiently 
yielding to permit the disengagement of the 
pivots from the slots by slight outward press 
ure on each end of the spring whenever it is 
desired to remove the rollers from the case, 
as for the purpose of renewing the blotting 
or absorbent covering. The pivots 10 are 
normally held at the bottom of slots 12 at one 
end of the case and in engagement with 
spring 14 at the opposite end by springs 15, 
centrally secured to the end of the case in any 
suitable manner, as shown at 15, Figs. 4 
and 5. The extremities of these springs ex 
tend over the pivots 10 and hold them nor 
mally in the position shown in Figs. 4 and 5, 
but at the same time permit the rollers to be 
forced upWardly as the case is forced down 
Wardly, thus locking the rollers in position 
by their engagement with the brake-strips 16, 
secured to the shell 5 interiorly, as shown in 
Fig. 6 and by dotted lines in Fig. 2. These 
brake-strips are preferably metal, covered 
with cloth or Some suitable yielding material 
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in order to increase the friction between the 
strips and the surface of the blotter-rollers 
when the latter are forced upward against 
them. 
The lower edge of the case is provided with 

longitudinal flanges on both sides, forming 
straight-edges, which are graduated for rul 
ing purposes, as shown in Fig. 1. These 
flanges 17 are formed integral with the case 
5 or rigidly secured thereto in any suitable 
manner or as desired. 
In one end of the case is located the adjust 

able sliding pointer 18, which is held in posi 
tion by a flange 19, formed on the outer end 
of the case. This flange is cutaway, as shown 
in Fig. 3, to permit the required movement of 
the pointer, which is provided with a short 
hook or flange 18", by means of which it may 
be adjusted as desired, the cutting away of 
flange 19 permitting the movement of the 
catch in the direction indicated by the arrow 
in Fig. 3. Each end of the case may be pro 
vided with one of the pointers. In this case 
they should be extensible in opposite direc 
tions, since one would be used with each 
straight-edge or ruler, the head 1S of the 
pointer traveling ahead of the edge 17 with 
which it is used, allowing the user to indicate 
in advance the point where the straight-edge 
is to stop or the distance between the lines. 
This pointer is suitably graduated, as shown 
in Fig. 7. 
As shown in the drawings, the blotting or 

absorbent material 9 is wound spirally upon 
the rollers and fastened at the ends with a 
little mucilage or in any other suitable man 
ner, or the blotting-sleeves 9 may be formed 
integral and of suitable size to just slip upon 
the rollers S. 

IIaving thus described iny invention, what 
I claim is 

1. The combination, with a hollow case or 
shell, of two rollers covered with blotting ma 
terial and having their extremities pivoted in 
the ends of the case, which are provided with 
vertical slots for the pivots, and Springs en 
gaging said pivots and normally holding them 
in the bottom of the slots, whereby the rollers 
are permitted to move upward against the 
top of the shell or case as the latter is pressed 
downward, substantially as described. 

2. The combination, with a hollow shell or 
case provided with vertically - slotted end 
plates, of two rollers covered with suitable 
blotting material and having their extremities 
provided with pivots engaging the slots in the 
end plates, and springs engaging the pivots 
above and normally holding them in the bot 
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tom of the slots, the slots in one of the end 
plates being open at the bottom, the pivots 
being retained in position by an adjustable 
support, permitting the rollers to be removed 
from the case at pleasure, substantially as 
described. 

3. The combination, with a hollow case pro 
vided with end plates, each plate having ver 
tical slots, two of the slots being open at the 
bottom, of two rollers provided with pivots en 
gaging the slots in the end plates, the pivots 
being engaged above by springs and normally 
held in the bottom of two of the slots and in 
engagement with an adjustable retaining 
means suitably located with reference to the 
other two slots, substantially as described. 

4. The combination, with a hollow shell or 
case provided with a longitudinal straight 
edge on one or both sides thereof and having 
end plates, each provided with two vertical 
slots, of two rollers having pivots located in 
these slots and springs engaging the pivots 
and normally holding them at their lowest 
limit of movement within the slots, substan 
tially as described. 

5. The combination of a hollow shellor case 
provided with vertically-slotted end plates and 
flanges forming straight-edges at the sides, 
two rollers having their extremities provided 
with pivots engaging said slots, springs en 
gaging the pivots and normally holding them 
at their lowest limit of movement within the 
slots, and an adjustable pointer slidingly at 
tached to the end of the case and extensible 
in the direction of movement, substantially 
as described. 

6. The combination, with a frame consist 
ing of end plates suitably connected, of roller's 
pivoted in the end plates, and adjustable 
pointers slidingly attached to the end plates 
and extensible in the direction of the frame's 
movement, substantially as described. 

7. The combination, with a hollow shell or 
case provided with vertically - slotted end 
plates, of rollers provided with pivots located 
in said slots, springs engaging the pivots and 
normally holding them at their lowest limit 
of movement within the slots, and brake 
strips secured to the inner surface of the case 
and adapted to engage the rollers as the case 
is pressed downward, Substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

FOREREST M. PRIESTEY. 
Witnesses: 

WM. MCCONNELL, 
G. J. ROLLANDET. 
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