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UNITED STATES

1,682,057
PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE HENRY WHEARY, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN, ASSIGNOR TO WHEARY TRUNK
COMPANY, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN, A CORPORATION OF WISCONSIN.

BAGGAGE CARRIER.

Applicatibn filed November 24, 1924, Serial No. 751,888. Renewed March 28, 1927.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in baggage carriers
preferably of that type disclosed in copend-
ing application filed August 20, 1924 and
bearing Serial No. 733,099,

It isan object of thisinvention to generally
strengthen the construction of baggage car-
riers of the character described.

Another object of this invention resides
in the provision of an improved interlocking
connection between the meeting edges of the
extension member and the trunk section mov-
able thereover for resisting any tendency of
the parts to spread and to exclude moisture
and foreign matter from entering the trunk
interior.

Another object of this invention resides in
the provision of an interlocking connection
between the meeting edges of the bottom ex-
tension member and the trunk section mov-
able thereover the parts of which are prefer-
ably formed from sheet metal and present
an exterior appearance of a valance.

A further object of this invention resides

5 in the provision of interlocking dowel means

preferably positioned-at the corners of the
extension member and the secticn movable
thereover for further reinforcing the trunk
against spreading - when the sections are
closed. ,

And a still further object of this invention
resides in the provision of a combination cor-
ner and dowel member which may be utilized
in connection with baggage carriers of dif-
ferent types. ‘

With the above and other objects in view
which will appear as the description pro-
ceads, my invention resides in the novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts substantially as hereinafter described
and more particularly defined by the ap-
pended claims, it being understood that such
changes in the precise embodiment of the
hercindisclesed invention may be made as
come within the scope of the claims,

In the accompanying drawings, I have il-
ustrated one complete example of the physi-

kY
cal embodiment of my invention constructed
according to the bést mode I have so far de-
vised for the practical application of the prin-
ciples thereof, and in which:

Iigure 1 is & perspective view of the lower
portion of a wardrobe trunk embedying my
invention with the sections thereof in open
position.

1
Y

Figure 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary, per-
spective view taken through one side panel of
the extension member on the plane of the
line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 8 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sec-
tional view taken transversely through the
front panels of the extension member and
the section movable thereover on the plane of
the line 3—3 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sec-
ticnal view taken through Figure 5 on the
plane of the line 4—4;

Figure 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary, per-
spective view of the combination corner and
dowel member mounted on the outer corner
of the movable section and the bottom ex-
tension, and

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 5 of
the combination corner and dowel member
mounted on the other corner of the extension
member and the section movable thercover.

Referring ‘now more particularly to the
accompanying drawings, in which like nu-
merals designate like parts throughout the
several -views, 10 designates the wardrobe
section and 11 the drawer section of a bag-
gage carrier of the wardrobe trunk type.
The section 10 includes side panels 12 and 13
and a front panel 14 and the section 11 in-
cludes side panels 15 and 16, and a front
panel 17, the sections being hingedly con-
nected along the marginal edges of their
side panels 12 and 15 by a suitable hinge fit-
ting 18. The upper portions of the sections
have not been illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings and the sections are releasably
locked in closed position by any type of mech-
anism.

As is customary in baggage carriers of the
character illustrated, access is had thereto
by swinging the sections open, normal full
open position being with the sections at an
angle of approximately ninety degrees which
permits full opening movement of the draw-
ers 19 slidably mounted in the section 11.
When the trunk is heavily loaded, the sec-
tions tend to drag over the floor in opening
and closing and oftentimes when the trunk
is on a rug or carpet, the rug or carpet is
gathered between the sections in closing.

This ohjectionable feature is offset by the
structure illustrated in the Letters Patent
mentioned wherein the bottom of one of the
sections, preferably the drawer section, is
positioned on a higher plane than the bot-
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tom of the other section to facilitate its free
swinging movement without dragging over
the floor, being wholly supported in such
movement from the hinge fitting 18, The

space thus provided beneath the drawer sec-

tion is utilized by forming an extension mem-
ber 20 which projects laterally from the lower
inner side of the wardrobe section and over
whieh the drawer section 1s movable to closed
position.

The extension 20 is rigid with the ward-
robe section, having a bottom wall 21, which
may be a continuation of the wardrobe sec-
tion bottom, not shown, side panels 22 and
93, which may be continuations of the lower
portions of the wardrobe section side panels
12 and 13, respectively, and a front panel 24.
As will be evident, the extension provides a
fixed bottom for the baggage carrier of an
area substantially equal to the cross sectional
area of both sections, and when the sections
are closed, the extension fills the space be-
neath the drawer section, forming a continua-
tion thereof, inasmuch as its panels 22, 23 and
24 align with the panels 15, 16 and 17, respec-
tively, of the drawer section.

The interior 25 of the extension may be,
if desired, disconnected from that of the
wardrobe section by a partition 26 extended
across the panels 22 and 23 at approximately
the line of break between the sections, a
hinged or removable closure 27 being pro-
vided for the space 25. The usual shoe box
receptacle or retainer 28 may be mounted in
the lIower portion of the wardrobe section be-
tween the drawer abutments or stops 29 se-
cured along the marginal edges of the ward-
robe section side panels by members 30 of
conventional type.

The trunk is strengthened at the juncture
of the drawer section with the extension and
protected against spreading under stress by
improved cooperating or interlocking means
carried by the adjacent meeting edges of the
drawer section and the extension. The co-
operating or interlocking means between the
meeting cdges of the drawer section and ex-
tension also protect against the entrance of
moisture and other foreign matters to the
interior of the trunk by providing a com-
paratively tight or snug fit between the parts
thereof.

The outer upper edge portion of the side
panel 292 of the extension, which is the panel
at the hinged side of the trunk, and the front
panel 24 thereof, is stepped or cut-away, as at
31 and 32, see Figure 2, to receive the female
member or element 83 of the interlocking con-
nection. The element is preferably formed
from a single length or strip of metal bent to

the shape in transverse section illustrated in

Figure 2, having a vertical flange portion 34
fitting the ent-away or step part 31, which is
of a depth substantially equal to the thickness
of the material of which the element 33 is
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made and an instruck portion 85 which is di-
rected vertically on a parallel plane with the
portion 34, as at 36, but spaced from the wall
of the stepped or cut-away portion 32, the
outer portion thereof being directed inwardly
to provide a flange portion 37 overlying the
top of the panels 22 and 24. The vertical por-
tion 36 of the element 33 is longitudinally
fluted, as at 38, to form a longitudinal groove
or channel 39, the fluted portion abutting the
vertical wall defining the stepped porticn 32.
The element 33, in the present embodiment,
does not continue around the juncture or cor-
ner 40 between the panels 22 and 24 which is
preferably protected by a corner piece 41, and
consequently, the female element 13 formed in
two lengths equal to the lengths of their ve-
spective panels,

The outer lower edges of the panels 15 and
17 of the drawer section are grooved or cut-
away, as at 42, to receive the male member or
clement 43 of the cooperating or interlocking
nicans, greove 42 being of a depth equal to
the thickness of element 43, which is formed
trom strip material folded medially upon it-
self along the longitudinal line 44 to provide
as inner ply 45 and an outer ply 46. The
inner ply 45 is longitudinally fluted or ribbed
to provide a bead 47 spaced inwardly from
the fold line 44 a distance equal to that be-
twean the instruck part 35 of element 88 and
its channel or groove 89. : ,

The clements 83 and 43 are secured in place
by rivets or other fastening means 48, ele-
ment 43 extending beyond the lower edges of
the panels 15 and 17 with its bead 47 in [ongi-
tudinal alignment with the channel or groove
39 of element 83. The groove and bead of the
clements being in alignment, engage as the
drawer section is moved to closed position
over the extension member, the outer edge or
fold of the element 43 engaging the instruck
portion of the element 33 to bring the outer
face of the element 43 flush with the outer face
of the flange 34. As is the case with the ele-
ment 33, element 43 is formed in two lengths
equal to their respective panels, being con-
nected about the corner or juncture 49 be-
tween the panels 15 and 17 by a suitable cap
member, not shown, similar to the cap mem-
her 40. '

The outer lower edge portion of the drawer
section side panel 16 1s stepped or cut-away in
a manner similar to the extension member
panels 22 and 24 and has a female member or
clement mounted thereon on similar to the
element 33, said element being connected with
the element 43 carried by the section panél 15
by a suitable cap member, not shown. The

outer upper edge of the exfension member

panel 23 is grooved or cut-away similar o the
drawer section panels 15 and 17 to mount a
male member element 43 which is con-
nected with “the element -of the extension
member panel 24 by a cap member 41,

or
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Provision is made in the letters patent
above-mentioned to continue the elements of
the interlocking connection about the junc-
tures or corners of the side and front panels
of the drawer section and extension member,
and in the accompanying drawings, T have
llustrated an improved dowel construction
adapted to be mounted at the corners of the
panels to further reinforce the connection be-
tween the dravwer section and extension mem-
ber and to present a neat exterior appearance.
The dowel construction is also formed as one
with the corner pieces 50 and 51 of the exten-
sion mernber to take the place of the conven-
tional type of corner piece 52 which has here-
tofore been provided for the corners of the
trunk section.

The corner piece 50 fits about the bottom 22
and the panels 22 and 24 of the cxtension
member and has a part 52 integral therewith
projecting upwardly to a point in line with
the line of break 53 between the elements 33
and 43 of the interlocking connection. The
part 52 of the corner piece has its portion cn
the side of the pane] 22 cut away on an imagi-
nary line 54 drawn vertically through the
center of the juncture between the qldo panels
15 and 17 of the drawer section and 22 and 24
of the extension member the part 52 having
a female dowel part 55 formed thereon com-
municating with the cut-away por tion. Se-
cured to the corner 49 betwcnn the panels 15
and 17 of the drawer section is a male dowel
carrying member 56 having a projection 57
on its side adjacent the panel 15 and of a
shape to fit the cut-away portion of the part
52 to give the appearance of the corner piece

extending onto the drawer section. The pro-
jection 57 has a male dowel part 58 extending
from a raised portion 59 of an exterior ap-
pearance similar to the female dowel part 55
in which the male dowel part is engageable
when the sections are closed. This construe-
tion thus provides a neat corner piece which

imparts additional strength to the trunk,

forms a tie between the elements of the inter-
locking connection between the movable sec-
tion and extension member, and gives the
drawer scction the appearance of e\tendmﬂ
down to the bottom of the wardrobe section.
The combination corner piece and dowel
construction 51 located at the corner between
the panels 16 and 17 of the drawer section and
the bottom 22, and panels 23 and 24 of the
extension member is identical with that above
described, with the exception that the dowel
portions proper are on a higher plane, being
located above the panels of the extension
member whereas that of the corner piece and
dowel construction 50 are located below the
panels of the drawer section.
\7hfzt I claim as my invention is:

A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
seotlons, o member extended htemlly from
one section and over which the other section

'ensram'uz dowel means carried by

-is movable to CLO»: d position, interenga omo

3

is movable to closed position, and interengag-
ing dowel means carried by said raember an
the section movable thereover and adapted
to engage one within the other when the se
tions are closed.

2. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
hingedly connected sections each including
side and front pancls, a member mcludmo
51de and front pancls carried by one section
and over which the other section is movable
to closed position with its side and front
panels in substantial alignment with the side
and front panels of said member, and inter-
said other
section and member and adapted to be en-
gaged one within the other when the sections
are closed.

3. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
huwed Ly connected sections ecach mcludmﬂr
side and front panels, a member includi ting
side and front panelc' carried by one section
and over which the other section is movable
to closed position to bring its side and front
panels in substantial alignment with the side
and front panels of said member, and inter-
engaging dowel means positioned at the junc-
tare of the panels of said member and said
other section and adapted to engage one with-
m the other when the sections are closed.

4. A “ggage czunu comprising a pair of
hingedly connected sections each including
side and front panelq, a member 1rcluchng
side and front panels carried by one section
and over which the other section is mevable
to closed position with its side and front
panels in substantial alignment with the side
and front panels of said member, a female
dowel secured to said member at the juncture
of its front panel with its side pane! rewote
from the side of the section hinge connection,
and a male dowel member carvied by the ad-
jacent corner portion of the movable section
and adapted to engage with said member car-

ried female do“el thn the sections are
closed.
5. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair

of hmomlv connected sections eaci nelud-
ing front and side panels, a member includ-
ing side and front panels carried by one sec-
tion and over which the ofher section is
mevable to closed position te align its side
and front panels with the side and front
panels of said moember, female dowel memn-
bers carried by said member at the junctures
of its panels, nnd male dowel mmembers carried
by said other section at the juncture of its
‘pfmel's and adapted to be interengaged with
he female dowel members of said member
when the sections are closed.

6. A baggage Lul"l T, Lomrnsmrr a pair oi
sections, e wded 1 v'
one section and o‘»‘er'whl h the otneL 900*10*1

means (,On:l(\Culn” t'le T‘K,wtlﬂ(’ Qd“Lﬂ (“ “‘
member and the section movable thereover
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when the sections are closed, and interengag-
ing dowel means carried by said member and
the section movable thereover and adapted to
engage one within the other when the sections
are closed.

7. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
hingedly connected sections cach including
front and side pancls, a member extended
laterally from one section and over which the
other section is movable to closed position,
said member including front and side panels,
a valance carvied by the front panel of the
movable section and the side panel thereot

adjacent the hinge connection, said valance-

overlying the adjacent side and front panels
of sa1d member when the sections are closed,
and a valance carried by the other side panel
of said member and overlying the adjacent
side panel of the movable section when the
sections are closed.

8. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
hingedly connccted sections each including
front and side panels, a member extended
laterally from one section and over which the
other section is movable to closed position,
said member including front and side panels,
a valance carried by the front panel of the
movable section and the side panel thereof
adjacent the hinge connection, said valance
overlying the adjacent side and front panels
of said member when the sections are closed,
a valance carried by the other side panel of
said member and overlying the adjacent side
panel of the movable section when the sec-
tions are closed, and interengaging dowel
means carried by the adjacent ends of the
valances when the sections are closed.

9.'A baggage carrier, comprising two
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side panels, one section having its
bottom disposed on a higher plane than the
othier, a member carried by said other section
and over which the firgt section is movable to
closed position, said member including side
and front panels and being of a height to
substantially form a continuation of the mov-
able section when closed thereover, a flange
sccured to the front panel of the movable sec-
tion and the side panel thereof adjacent the
hinge connection, said flange having a longi-
tudinal bead thereon, a flange secured to the
bottom marginal edge of the adjacent front
and side panels of the said member, the flange
carried by said member overlapping the first-
mentioned flange when the sections ave closed,
and a channel in the flange carried by said
member and adapted to receive the bead of
the first-mentioned flange when the sections
are closed.

10. A baggage carrier, comprising {wo
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side panels, one section having its
bottom disposed on a higher plane than the
other, an extension carried by said other sec-
tion and over which the first section is mov-

1,682,057

able to closed position, said extension includ-
ing front and side panels and being of a
height to substantially form a-continuation
of the movable section when closed thereover,

and interengaging engaging means between 7

the meeting edges of the panels of the mov-
able section and said extension and including
a longitudinally grooved member secured to
the front and one side panel of the extension
adjacent the upper marginal edges thereot, a
second member secured along the bottom
marginal edges of the adjacent {ront and side
panels of the movable section, said second
member overlapping the first member when
the movable secticn is closed over said exten-
sion, a bead carried by the second member and
engageable in the groove of the first member
when the members overlap, a third member
mounted along the marginal edge of the other
side panel of said extension, a bead carried
Ly the third member and a grooved fourth
member sceured along the lower marginal
edge of the other side panel of the movable
section, the bead of the fourth member being
engaged in the groove of said third member
when the sections are closed.

11. A baggage carrier, comprising two
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side panels, one section having its
bottom disposed on a higher plane than the
other, an extension carried by said other sec-
tion and over which the first section is mov-
able to closed position, said extension includ-
ing front and side panels and being of a
height to substantially form a continuation
of the movable cection when closed thereover,
interengaging engaging means between the
meeting edges of the panels of the movable
section and said extension and including a
Iongitudinally grooved member secured to the
front and one side panel of the extension ad-
jacent the upper marginal edges thereof, a
second member secured along the bottom mar-
ginal edges of the adjacent front and side
panels of the movable member, said second
part overlapping the first member when the
movable section 1s closed over the extensien, a
bead carried by the second member and cn-

gageagle in the groove of the first member

when the members overiap, a thivd member
mounted along the marginal edge of the other
side panel of the extension, a bead carried
by the third member and a grooved fourth
member secured along the lower marginal
edge of the other side panel of the movable
section, the bead of the fourth member being
engaged in the groove of said third member
when the sections are closed, and dowel means
cooperating with said interengaging means
when the sections are closed to resist spread-
ing between said member and the section mov-
able thereover.

12. A baggage carrier, comprising two
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side punels, one section having its
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bottom disposed on a higher plane than the
other, an extension carried by said other sec-
tion and over which the first section is mov-
able to closed position, said extension includ-
ing front and side panels and being of a
height to substantially form a continuation
of the movable section when closed thereover,
and interengaging engaging means between
the meeting edges of the panels of the mov-
able section and said extension and including
a longitudinally grooved member secured to
the front and one side panel of the extension
adjacent the upper marginal edges thereof, a

" valance secured along the bottom marginal

edges of the adjacent front and side panels
of the movable section, said valance over-
lapping the said member when the movable
section is closed over said extension, a bead
formed on the inner face of the valance and
engageable in the groove of the said meinber
when overlapped by the valance, a valance
mounted along the marginal edge of the other
side panel of said extension, a bead carried by
the second valance and a grooved member se-
cured along the lower marginal edge of the
other side panel of the movable section, the
bead of the second valance being engaged in
the groove of said second member when the
sections are closed.

18. A baggage carrier, comprising two
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side panels, one section having its
bottom disposed on a higher plane than the
other, an extension carried by said other sec-
tion and over which the first section is mov-
able to closed position, said extension includ-
ing front and side panels and being of a
height to substantially form a continuation
of the movable section when closed thereover,
interengaging engaging means between the
meeting edges of the panels of the movable
section and said extension and including a
longitudinally grooved member secured to the
front and one side panel of the extension ad-
jacent the upper marginal edges thereof, a
valance secured along the bottom marginal
edges of the adjacent front and side panels of
the movable section, said valance overlapping
the said member when the movable section is
closed over said extension, a bead formed on
the inner face of the valance and engageable
in the groove of the said member when over-
lapped by the valance, a valance mounted
along the marginal edge of the other side
panel of said extension, a bead carried by the
second valance and a grooved member secured

“along the lower marginal edge of the other

side panel of the movable section, the bead of

“the second valance being engaged in the

groove of said second member when the sec-
tions dre closed, and interengaging dowel
means adapted to be engaged when the sec-
tions are closed, said dowel means including
two elements mounted between the adjacent
ends of the first-mentioned member and val-

5

ance and between the adjacent ends of the sec-
ond-mentioned valance and member.

14. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair of
hingedly connected sections each including
front and side panels, a member extended lat-
erally from one section and over which the
other section is movable to closed position,
said extended member including a bottom and
front and side panels, a corner piece extended
about the bottom and front and side panels
of the extended member at the juncture there-
of to strengthen the same, a part extended up-
wardly on said corner piece to a point adja-
cent the top edge of the extended member, an
interengaging dowel element formed on the
upwardly extending part of the corner piece,
and a second dowel element formed on the ad-
jacent corner of the movable section and en-
gageable with the dowel element of the corner
piece when the sections are closed.

15. An interengaging connection between
the mecting edges of the parts of a baggeage
carrier, comprising a two-ply element, a bead
fornied in the inner ply of the element by
longitudinally fluting the same, a second ele-
ment having a longitudinally fluted vertical
portion providing a channel in which the
bead of the first element is engageable, and a
transverse portion extended from the ver-
tical portion to provide means for engaging
over the baggage carrier part to which the
second element 1s secured.

16. An interengaging connection between
the meeting cdges of the parts of a baggage
carrier, comprising a two-ply element. a bead
formed in the inner ply of the eleraent by lon-
gitudinally fluting the same, a second ele-
ment having a longitudinaliy fluted vertical
portion providing a channel in which the
bead of the first element is engageable, a
transverse portion extending from said ver-
tical portion to provide mcans engageable
over the baggage carrier part to which the
same is secured, and a second vertical portion
on the second element offset with respect to
the first-mentioned vertical portion a dis-
tance equal to the thickness of the first cle-
ment and adapted to form a continuation of
the first element when the bead thereof is
engaged in the channel of the second element.

17. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair
of hingedly connected sections, a member
projected iaterally from oue end of one sec-
tion and to underlie the adjacent end of the
other section when in closed position. and
interengaging transversely slidably engage-
able means for connecting said member with,
the other section as the sections close on each
other.

18. A baggage carrier, comprising a pair
of hingedly connected sections, a member pro-
jected laterally from one end of one section
and to underlie the adjacent end of the other
section when in closed position, and interen-
gaging means carried by the adjacent edges
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of the member and the other section to connect
the same as the scctions close on each other
and prevent spreading of the member and
cection when sub]ected to stresses.

19. A baggage ‘carrier, comprising two
hingedly connected sections of different

‘heights, the shorter section having its bottom

dl%pospd on a higher plane than “the bottom
of the higher sechon a member extended from
the bottom of the lnohel section and over
which the shorter section 1s movable to closed
position, and a valance connecting the adja-
cent edges of the shorter scctlon with the
membu when - the- sections are closed, the
outer surface of the valance being substan-
tially flush with the outer surface of said
sectien and extension member.

20. A baggage carrier, comprising two

‘hm':edly connected secuons of different

heights, the shorter section having its bot-
tom chsposcd on a higher plane than the bot-

1,882,057

tom of the hiOher section and-over which the

shorter section is movable to closed position,
and an mtuenoaom(r valance connecting the
adjacent edges of Lhe shorter section with said
membel when the secticns are closed.

A baggage carrier, comprising two
mnoodlv connected sections of ditferent
helfﬂns. the shorter section having its bot-
tom disposed on a higher plane than the bot-
tom of the higher sectlon a member extenced
Iaterally from the bottom portion of the
higher -section and over which the shorter
section is movable to closed position, and ce-
oper ating means at the adjacent edges of the
shorter section and said member f01 inter-
engagingly connecting the abutting edges of
sud secuop and membu and e\cludmo
foreign matter when the sections are clos“d

in testunon_v whereof T affix my signature.

GEORGE HENRY WHEARY.
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