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This invention relates to picture frames, and 
particularly to metal frames of the portable type. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

frame which is of simple, construction and one. 
which may be easily and quickly assembled with 
Out the Se of special tools. 
Another object is to provide a frame having 

corner brackets which, upon assembly, provide 
an extremely rigid and compact unit. 
A further object is to provide a frame in which 

the unifying means are effectively concealed 
from both front and back and which prevent 
separation. 

Other objects and advantages Will be apparent 
during the course of the following description. 

In the accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 is a front 
elevational view of the improved frame; 

Fig. 2 is a side view taken on line II-II of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a detail view of a corner of the com 
pletely assembled frame showing one form of 
bracket in place; w 

Fig. 4 is a detail sectional view taken on line 
IV - IV of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a front elevational view of one form 
of corner bracket, as shown in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6 is a detail view of a corner of another 
frame showing another form of bracket in place; 

Flg. 7 is a detail sectional view taken on line 
VII-VII of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a front elevational view of the form of 
bracket shown in Fig. 6. ' 

In the frame illustrated in Fig. 1, the top and 
bottom members and the side members 2 are 
formed from metal, and preferably from a ductile 
metal such, for example, as aluminum, which 
has been extruded into shapes of a general 
character, exemplified by Fig. 2. 
In the back of the frame, there is a channel 3 

coextensive with the top and two sides. This 
channel receives the glass, picture, filler and 
easel back, and is formed by the members 4, 5, 6 
and 7, as is clearly shown in Fig. 2. The bottom 
member of the frame, however, varies slightly in 
form from the top and sides, in that member 4 
of the bottom is narrower than it is in the top 
and sides, and member 5 is omitted entirely. 
This provides easy access for insertion of those 
parts commonly employed in retaining a picture 
in its frame. 
Adjacent recess 3 and extending entirely 

around the frame, there is a pocket formed by the 
members 6 and 7 and the frame front 8 for the 
reception of four corner brackets 9. These 
brackets, as shown in Figs. 5 and 8, are formed 
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by stamping, and consist of the legs 0 which 
are at right angles to one another. In both 
forms of brackets there are provided notches 
for reception of a small detent or tongue of 
member 7. Referring to Fig. 5, the notches , 
which take the shape of a trapezoid, are so 
formed that the side 2 is inclined at an angle 
of about 45° to the axis of the leg. The depth of 
the notch is from about one-fourth to one-third 
the width of the leg 0. This form of corner 
bracket is used in narrow frames, while the 
bracket shown in Fig. 8 is employed in wider 
frames. In the bracket of the wide type there is 
Only one notch, and this is generally of circular 
form, as shown by reference character 3. 
To assemble the frame, one leg f O. of each of 

the four corner brackets is inserted into the 
bracket-receiving grooves of the two frame sides. 

O 

5 

The other legs of the brackets are inserted into 
like grooves of the top and bottom, and the four 
Sections pushed together as tightly as possible. 
At this point, the metal immediately over the 
notches of the corner brackets is depressed or 
forced into the notches and 3 as by placing a 
tool on the metal and striking it a sharp blow, 
as is clearly shown by reference character 4 of 
Fig. 4 and reference character f 5 of Fig. 7. The 
forces acting on the corners of the frame mem 
bers serve to draw them closely and firmly to 
gether, forming an exceedingly rigid joint at the 
miter. - 

The assembled unit may then be given an oxide 
finish. The electrolyte employed finds its way 
into the corner joints and in its oxidizing action 
further serves to make a tighter joint. 

I claim: w 
1. In a picture frame having a plurality of ex 

truded ductile metal sections of channel form, a 
right-angled corner bracket comprising two legs, 
each leg having a notch therein for the reception 
of a portion of the wall of said sections whereby 
said sections are unitarily joined. 

2. In a picture frame having a plurality of ex 
truded ductile metal sections of channel form, 
right-angled corner brackets having notches in 
the legs thereof for the reception of a portion of 
the wall of said sections, one side of each of said 
notches being inclined at an angle to the axis of 
the other leg of said bracket. 

3. In a picture frame having a plurality of ex 
truded ductile metal sections of channel form, a 
right-angled corner bracket having notches in 
the legs thereof for the reception of a portion of 
the Wall of said sections, One side of each of Said 
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notches being inclined at an angle of 45 with 
respect to the remaining sides. 

4. A picture frame comprising a plurality of 
extruded ductile metal sections of channel form, 
said sections having a groove therein for re 
ceiving corner brackets, notches within said 
brackets into which a portion of the wall of Said 
sections is forced whereby the forcing of said 
portions into said notches produces a force act 
ing on said sections to unitarily join the latter. 

5. In a picture frame having a plurality of ex 
truded ductile metal sections of channel form, 
trapezoidal notched corner brackets for the re 
ception of detents formed from the wall of said 
Sections. 

6. In a picture frame having a plurality of 
extruded ductile sections of channel form, a 
bracket-retaining groove within said sections, 
corner brackets having a notch of circular form 

". 
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intermediate the ends of said brackets for the 
reception of detents formed from the wall of 
Said Sections. 

7. In a picture frame having a plurality of 
ductile metal sections of channel form, a right 
angle Corner bracket comprising two legs, each 
leg having a notch therein for the reception of a 
portion of the wall of said sections whereby said 
sections are unitarily joined. 

8. A picture frame comprising a plurality of 
ductile metal sections of channel form, said sec 
tions having a groove therein for receiving a 
corner bracket, a notch within said bracket into 
which a portion of the wall of said sections is 
forced whereby the forcing of said portion into 
said notch produces a force acting on Said sec 
tions to unitarily join the latter. 

JOSEPH. T. WEINZER. 
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