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" This invention relates: to jmprovements in uni-
form caps and more particularly'tomilitary caps
of the type worn by officers which are made with
a relatively stiff band and visor and with a flar-
ing crown which is normally held in raised posi-
tion by a front stay. o ‘

Officers’ caps of the type described are hard to
pack because the flat top or tip which is spread
outwardly by a circular wire grommet is inclined
with respect to the ‘top-of the band and the
height of the cap in- front between the bottom
edge of the visor and the top of the cap is ‘mate-
rially -greater than the height at the‘rear por-
tion, which is no greater than that of the band.

Tt is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a ‘uniform cap of the type described,; the
top of which may be collapsed - for packing pur-
poses. - : ) o ’

A further object of my invention is to provide a
uniform cap having a collapsible top which is
retained in normal upright position even when
the cap is not being worn, but which after re-
moval of the cap ornament may be readily col-

lapsed so that the cap will' fit into a smaller
space for packing.

More specifically it is-an object of my invention-

to provide in a uniform cap a front. stay which
is free to fold like a hinge at its attachment to
the stiff band, the stay being free to separate
from the front quarters or crown of the cap as
the top is collapsed.

Turther objects and advantages of my im-
provements in a wniform cap will be more readily
apparent from the following description of the
preferred embodiment thereof as disclosed in the
attached drawing, in which )

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a uniform cap, a
portion of the front part of the crown being
broken away and shown in seetion to show the
improved construction; ‘

Pig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation of the
cap on an enlarged scale, the front of the crown
which is shown in section being in collapsed posi-
tion; and

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the front
stay. .

The cap as shown in Fig. 1 is conventional in
shape and construction except as hereinafter in~-
dicated. The cap includes the stiff head band 10,
the stiff visor 12, and the crown {4. The rear
part of the crown normally droops below the
pand 10 as indicated at 16, while the front of
the crown (8 normally stands in upright position,
the quarter portions outwardly and upwardly
flaring from the band 10. In the conventional
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construction, the ‘front-of‘the crown 18 is held
in “the position shown' in ‘Fig. 1 by a relatively

Stiff ‘stay attached to the outer fabric .cover-

‘ing ‘of the top |4 and to the inner lining thereof.

A uniform-cap-of this character is bulky and dif-
ficult to pack. If too much pressure: is applied
to the top of the cap in packing the stay. will be
broken down and the crown will not return’to
its proper position-when the cap is unpacked.
“Aecording to my invention I have ‘provided an -
improved construction which 'permits- collapsing. -
the crown to the position shown’in Fig. 2 ‘with-
out-‘causing damage to the cap. " The cap ‘may ..
be readily restored to. the shape-'of "Fig. 1 by
snapping up the front of the erown and the cap
will be retained in the shape shown in Fig.’ 1.
~The band 10 includes &’ stiffener 20 covered on
the outside by the fabric 22, which in turn is
covered ‘by braid "24.. -On ‘the inner  side :the
stiffener band is ‘covéred by ‘the lining 26 and
the sweat band 28.° The fabric piece 22 is joined
by a-stitched seam 30 to the flaring part of the .
fabric crown 32 which is usually made up of
separate quarter portions. - The top of the cap is
formed from a slightly oval-shaped fabric piece
34 joined at the stitched seam 36 to the quarters
32. The top is stretched flat by a wire grom-
met 38. A lining 26 is preferably attached cover-
ing the full interior of the cap. S
Tn order to maintain the front of the crown in
normal raised position as shown in Fig. 1, I pro-
vide a front stay 48 shown in detail in Fig. 3. The
stay 40 composed of hair cloth is relatively wide
and provided with a slotted opening 42 for a.
purpose which will be later described. At the
upper and lower edges a pair of fabric strips 44
and 46 are attached to the stay 40 by the lines
of stitching 48 and 50. - The fabric strips 44 and
46 provide means for attaching the stay to the
body of the cap in such a.manner that the stay
is free to fold similar to a hinge. As shown in
Fig. 2, the strip 46 is attached to the stiffener
20 by the stitching 52.. It will be noted that the
edge of the stay 40 abuts but is not directly at-.
tached to the band or stiffener 20. The strip 44
ijs attached to the fabric crown adjacent. the
seam 36 by the stitching 5. The stay 40 be-
tween its ends is entirely free from the outer
fabric 32 and inner lining 26. < _ '
Tn military caps of this character it is neces-
sary to provide some means for attaching the
cap ornament or insignia. In the usual con-
‘struction a single eyelet is fastened to: the three
layers, namely the outer ‘fabric, the stay and the
lining. In my construction I provide an eyelet
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56 in the fabric 32 and s similar eyelet 58 in
the lining layer 26. These eyelets are arranged
in alienment and the slotted opening 42 in the
stay permits the insertion of the pin by which
the cap ornament (not shown) is affixed. It

- will be understood that before collapsing the cap

for patking the ornament will be removed.
Normally the raised front of the cap will be
retained in the position shown in Fig. 1 with the

three layers—the outer fabric 32, the stay 40 and 3
Pressure on the ..

the lining 26-—close . together.
top of the cap (after removal of the ornament)
will collapse the top to the position shown in
Fig. 2, in which it will be noted that the quar-
ters 32 droop down and separate from the stay 40.
- 'The fabric strip 46 serves as a hinge at the point
where the .stay is attached to the stiffener or

band 20. Since the stay is attached to the band - -
20 throughrthe fabric hinge 46, it is not subject to

sharp flexing which might break the stiffening, :

When the stay is in upright position the crown
will be held up even though the cap is not rest-
ing on the head. The attachment of the orna-
ment further assists in holding the crown in its
proper position as the crown can not be col-
lapsed while the fabric, stay and lining are held
tightly together. - ,
I claim:

1. A collapsible uniform cap comprising a band,

a visor attached to the band, a crown .of flexible
- material, 5 front stay attached at one end to
the upper edge of said band and at the other end
to* the front of the crown forwardly of said
band, whereby said stay normally extends for-
wardly and. upwardly from the band to the
crown, said stay being free to fold at the point
where it is attached to the band whereby - the
crown may be collapsed.

2. A collapsible uniform cap comprising a
relatively stiff band, a relatively stiff visor at-
tached to the band, a crown of flexible material
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attached to the band, said crown comprising a
top and flared quarter portions, a relatively wide
front stay, means attaching the lower edge of
the stay to the band, and an attachment between
the upper edge of the stay and the marginal edge
of the top, said means serving as a hinge to permit
the stay to swing downwardly and forwardly with
respect to the band whereby the crown may be
collapsed.

3. In a collapsible uniform cap of the type

- described, a relatively stiff band, a relatively stiff
“ visor attached to the band, a crown of flexible

material attached to the band, said crown in-
cluding ‘flared quarter portions and a substan-
tially circular top, a lining for the cap, a front

-stay interposed between the quarter portions and
- the lining, the upper and lower
_being attached to the crown

ends of said stay
and band respec-

tively, said stay being free to separate from, the °
quarter portions and lining between its ends, said
stay, quarter portions and lining being provided
with aligned openings adapted to receive the at-
tachment of a cap ornament, said stay being free
to fold at the point where it is attached to the
band whereby the crown of the cap may be’
collapsed. :

4. In a uniform officer’s cap, a band, a visor
attached to. the band, a crown of flexible ma-
terial attached to the band, a fabric lining for
the cap, a non-metallic front stay attached at
its ends to the crown and to the band, said erown
and lining having openings -at the front of the
cap and separate eyelets affixed to the margins
of said -openings, said eyelets being adapted to
receive an ornament attachment, and said stay
having an opening in alignment with the eyelet
openings, said stay being free to fold at the point
where it is attached to the band and free to
separate from the crown and lining whereby

40 the crown may be collapsed for packing purposes.
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