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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EvAN . EASTWOOD, &
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark,in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Pocket Match-Boxes;

“and T do hereby declare the following to bea

full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification.

Thisinvention relates to that class of match-
hoxes in which are formed receptacles sepa-
rate from one another, one of which is opened
from the top or end of the box and the other
at the side. ‘

The objects of the present improvements

“are to secure a more neat and sightly struc-

ture, to avoid the formation of seams or joints
at the edges of the box, where they will be
clearly perceptible to the view, to reduce the
cost of construetion, to render the device more
easy and convenient to open to reveal the
picture hidden therein and without disturb-
ing the cover orlid covering the match-cham-
ber, to more perfectly conceal the jointformed
by the picture inclosing or covering lid, so
that one not acquainted with the construction
and operation of the box and picture-covering
lid wiil have greater difficulty in discovering
the picture, and to secure other advantages
and results, some of which may be referred
to hereinafter in connection with the descrip-
tion of the working parts. .

The invention consists in the improved box
and in the arrangement and combinations of
parts thereof, all substantially as will be here-
inafter set forth and finally embraced in the
clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the views, Fig-
ure 1 is a side elevation of thebox. TFig.2is
a similar side elevation, the lids or covers be-
ing both open; and Fig. 3 is a sectional view
taken on line z.

In said drawings, ¢ indicates the body of
the box. This consists of two plates a' @/,
which are more or less concavous and are sol-

dered together at their edges, the joint being =
imperceptible in the finished article. Said

coneavous plates permanently joined together 55

form the body of the box and serve as the in-
closing receptacle for both the matehes, and
the picture, the division-plate separating the
mateh and picture chambers. One of the

concavo-convex plates ¢’ is centrally open, 6o

the edges of the opening lying in or back from
the edges of the body both at the top or match
opening and at the sides and bottom of said
body, producing a continuous raised or pro-

jecting flange around the outside and top of 65

the box-body away from the interior parti-
tion, and this flange-like portion is ornament-
ed freely by raised bosses of any suitableshape
or design. These bosses extend to the edge

of the central opening and serve not only as 7o

ornaments, but perform functional results
hereinafter deseribed.

To form the central opening in one of the
side plates forming the body, the plate after

having been pressed into shape and orna- 75

mented by raising the bosses around and near
the edges is centrally struck out or perforated
by a suitable die or cutter,and the plate thus
removed is replaced in the opening and hinged

to the body-plate atits upper end and caught 8o

at its lower end by a suitable catch d, Fig. 8,
on the inside of said body-plate. The hinged
metal plate having been cut or struck out of
the center of the body-plate, as described, fits

nicely into the center opening, the edges 35

thereof conforming closely to all the curva-
tures or irregular outlines of the bosses, and

_the neat joint is concealed or obscured by the

bosses and is not readily observable to the
eye.
sult distinet from their ornamental functions.
The bosses ¢® ¢ at the top of the open plate
¢’ or above the opening therein serve asbear-
ings for the hinge-pin upon which the plate

bispivoted. These bosses a® are preferably 95

in the form of opposite scrolls and at the
axes thereof they are perforated to receive
the hinge-pin. The scrolls being a little
apart from one another serve to render the

intermediate hinge-tongue joint unobserv- oo

able, and the spiral lines surrounding the
hinge-pin end joints also tend to obscure the
construction. Again, at the bottom of the

centrally open plate the overhanging flange

The said bosses thus effect a useful re- go
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is perforated or slotted in the midstof a shell
or similar ornamental embossing having ra-
diating or divergent lines, so that the finger-
piece 7, hereinafter referred to, serves appar-
ently as a mere centerpiece of said shell or
divergent ornament. Below the piece j,which
lies in a slight depression in the ornamental
embossing of the overhanging flange,the said
flange is raised in a direction approximately
parallel with the bottom of the body of the
box, forming a thumb-rib ¢*, on which the
thumb may rest and find a stay-bearing as
the thumb-nail catches upon the piece j and
forces the same downward to release the
plate b. The plate ¢" at the opposite side of
the box is provided with a similar stay bear-
ing or rib @’ to receive the forefinger of the
hand. Thus by means of the ribs or stays
¢*¢® the body of the box can be firmly grasped
and held between the thumb and finger at a
point elose to the bottom of the box while
the thumb is engaged in releasing the plate
b to disclose the nicely-concealed picture. At
the hinged end I employ a spring e, similar
in some respects to the springs employed in
watchcases, which spring presses upon an in-
wardly-projecting bearing ¢’ on the back of
the cover, so as to throw said field-plate open
when released by drawing the catch d down-
ward.

Within the box-body « is permanently fas-
tened by solder or otherwise a plain partition-
plate f, which is shaped at its edges to fit the
inner walls of the Dhox, and said partition-
plate carries on its outer side, back of the
opening in the side plate, a bezel g, into
which a photograph, framed or otherwise, or
other suitable picture, inseription, or device
may be secured.

Inasmuch as the hinged field - plate is
formed by striking it from the center of the
side plate ', T avoid the use of open joints at
the outer edges of the box, where they are
necessarily obvious to the view, and am able
to obtain a comparatively small and ornamen-
tal cover for the inner photograph, picture,
or device concealed within the box and one
which will not be unduly bulky, and, further-
more, I am enabled to secure a smaller cham-
ber or one having less depth, ample for the
picture, but occupying less of the space with-
in the box for the matches or other articles.
Said field-plate fits the inwardly-extending
edges of the open side plate with great neat-
ness and perfection, and inasmuch as the
plate is formed by striking out the center, as
above described, the outlines of the field-plate
may be very irregular to conform to the raised
ornamentation on the face of said side plate,
and yet no time will be required in fitting, and
because of the joint at the edges of the field-
plate coinciding with the outline of the raised
ornamentation said joint is more completely
hidden, so that it will not be observed even
with moderately-careful examination. Again,
inasmuch as the partition-plate f, fastened
between the body-plates ¢’ ¢/, lies back front

the flange-like part surrounding the center
opening, a chamber is formed between, into
which the spring may be inserted, the cham-
ber between the plate and partition being of
sufficient width to receive the spring, so that
the latter will lie hidden therein and yet be
effectivein automatically opening the picture-
covering plate b. The chamber between the
open side plate and partition at the lower
end of the body also serves to receive the
catch dand parts codperating therewith, hold-
ing the same largely from view when the
plate b is open. The bezel g is diametrically
smaller than the opening, so that the parti-
tion-plate at the outer sides of the bezel is
brought clearly to view and when finished
serves to give a neat backing or ground for
the pieture, which latter is held at the center
of said ground and at the center of the open-
ing by said bezel, all of which conduces to a
neat and effective display of the picture after
the same is suddenly revealed to the sight,
apparently without any manipulation of
mechanism other than the automatic action
of the plate 0.

The end or top cover /i is of any ordinary
construction, being suitably hinged to the
body of the box and operated by a spring 4,
as before described.

The sliding cateh d is provided with a fin-
ger-piece j, which works in a short slot in the
side plate,thesaid finger-piece projecting from
the face of the side plate to receive the finger
when unecatehing the field plate or cover. As
before indicated,this fingeror nail piece forms
a center feature of ornament and is incon-
spicuous. The sliding catch and the spring
thereon are concealed beneath the flange-like
part of the plate «, on the side of the center
opening opposite that containing the hinge-
spring e, and thus when the plate b is thrown
open no cateh will appear obviously to the
view. The finger-piece is thrown to a normal
position by the spring .

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. Theimproved box comprising two plates
o', o, fastened together at their meeting
edges, one of said plates having raised orna-
mental bosses near the top edge of the box
and, back from the edges of the box, which
serve as hinge-pin bearings, said plates near
said bosses being struck out or cut to form a
central side opening, in the box, the plate or
part thus struck or cut out fitting nicely said
opening in said plate and being hinged to
said bosses, a catch arranged at the opposite
side of the opening, a spring for automatic-
ally opening said hinged plate, a partition
dividing the interior of the box into cham-
bers one of which is open at one end of the
box and the other at the side said partition
being provided with a picture-holding bezel
opposite the said opening, substantially as
set forth.

2. The improved box comprising two con-
cavous side plates ¢/, @, soldered together at
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the edges except at one open end where said
box is provided witli an end cover, an inside
partition fastened between said side plates
and dividing theinterior of the box into sepa-
rate chambers one of said side plates being
open centrally back from the edges of the
box, the face of the side plate around said
opening having raised ornamental conforma-
tions or bosses certain of which serve as
hinge-bearings and thumb-ribs,said bosses ex-
tending inward to the edge of said opening,
and a hinged plate b, fitting into said open-
ing and free to turn on its hinge, to and from
a position flush with the outer face of the
side plate, the edges of said plate conforming
to the lines of said ornamental conformations
to effect an obscuration of the joint, and a
suitable catch, substantially as set forth.

3. The nnm'oved box herein deseribed, for
matches and a concealed picture, comprising
two conecavous side plates joined together at
theiredges, e\ceptmfra’ﬁ theirtop edo"es Where
the box body is open, one of said plates o'y
being centrally open and at the top or upper
end, above the center opening, having orna-
mental bosses serving as bearings fora hinge-
pin, and at the opposite side of said opening
having a catch, the finger-piece of which lies
in a recess at the outside of the open plate,
a protuberance being formed between said
finger-piece and the bottom of the box-body
serving as a thumb-bearing, a hinge-pin, a
plate hinged on said pin and fitting in the
central opening and adapted to be held by

‘said cateh and a spring for opening said

hinged plate automatically when released
from the catch, substantially as set forth.

4, The improved box herein described for
matehes and a concealed picture, comprising
a body portion open at oneside and at the top,
a cover closing said top opening, a partition
fastened within said body portion, a plate b,
hinged to the open side of the body,said open
side being embossed around said plate to con-

ceal the joint, a spring‘ for throwing said
plate b, arranged between the embossed open
side of the body and the cover and bearing

on said plate b, at the hinge, and a catch and

its spring also arranged between the em-
bossed side of the bodyand the partition and
adapted to hold said plate b, within the open-
ing of the body, the finger-piece of the catch
lying on the outside of said open side amid
the embossing and.forming with the emboss-
ing an element of ornamentation, substan-
tially as set forth. )

5. Theimproved box herein deseribed com-
prising a body portion open at the end and
centrally at one side, the edges of the side
opening being within the circumferential
edges of the box forming a flange-like part

which extends entirely around the opening .

and at the top and bottom of the box pro-
vides bearings for a hinge-pin and catch,
said flange-like part being embossed forming
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raised ornaments which extend around the -

edges of the central opening, a cover for the
end opening and a plate b, fitting in said cen-
tral opening being hinged to the flange-like
part of the body near the upper end opening
and caught near the lower end of the box, a

cateh for holding said plate clogsed into the -

center opening the finger-piece of which
catch is arranged in the midst of the said

‘raised ornaments, and a picture-holding bezel

secured upon the partition back of the cen-
ter opening and adapted to be covered and
concealed by the plate b, and springs for
throwing said plate b, open and holding said
catch into holding engagement with the plate
b, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the forecromtr I
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of

August, 1897.
EVAN H. EASTWOOD.
Witnesses:
CHARLES H. Prrr,
R. M. EVERETT.
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