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To all whom it may concern: S

Beit known thatI, HENRY S. BRI1GGS, a citi-
zen of the United S‘nates, residing at Roches-
ter, in the county of Monroe and State of New
York have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Washboard-Fasteners, of

- which the following is a specification.
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My invention relates to a new and useful
improvementin washboard-fasteners,and has
for its object to provide a simple, cheap, and
effective device which may be attached to a
washtub of any design, and thereafter so se-
cure the washboard relative to the tub in
which it is being used as to prevent said
board from r1d1ng upward.

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
bination of elementshereinafter set forth,and
then-specifically designated by the claims.

In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, the
construction and operation will now be de-
scribed in detail, referring to the accompany-
ing drawmcrs, formlnw a part of this specifica-
tlon, in which—

Figure 11s a perspeclive view representing’

my improvement attached to a washboard,
the latter being placed in the tub and held in
place by the device; and Fig. 2, an enlarged
detail viewshowing the clamp-rod,clamp,and
set-screw for holding the clamp in any ad-

~ justment upon said rod.
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In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied I provide a rod A, the ends of which

. are secured in any suitable manner within
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the brackets B, the latter in turn being se-
cured to the side of the washboard by su1t—
able screws C, as clearly indicated. Prior to
the rod being s’ec_ured in both of the brackets
a clamp-head D is run upon said rod, and
this head has threaded therein at an angle
the thumb-screw E, by means of which the
head may be secured in any adjustment upon
the rod, as will be readily understood, while
within this head is swiveled the spindle F,
to the outer end of which is pivoted the clamp

G by a pin H, passing through two ears formed

thereon, all of which is shown in Fig. 2.
The clamp G may be made of drop-forging

or other suitable material, and is so designed |

as to give it considerable strength in propor-

tion to the weight thereof, and has a clamp-
screw I threaded through one end thereof, the
inner end of said screw being fitted with a
shoe J. The result of this construction is
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that the washboard may be placed within a

tub and the clamp-head adjusted upon the

rod so as to bring the clamp in proper rela- .

tive position to the edge of the tubover which
it is placed and secured by the proper ma-
nipulation of the clamp-screw I, after which
the thumb-secrew E may be caused to bind the
head in position upon the rod A, from which
it will be seen that the washboard cannot ride
upward nor be otherwise accidentally dis-
placed relative to the tub; but should at any
time it become necessary or desirable to swing
the washboard sidewise for gaining access to
articles therebeneath this is readily accom-
plished by the joint formed by the pivot-pin
H and the joint formed by the swiveling of
the spindle within the head, thus giving the
user of the board as free access to the tub
and the contentsthereof as could be had were
my attachment not used. Another object of

the compound joint between the head and-

the clamp is to permit the use of the clamp
upon either side of the board or to permit
the reversal of the board when it is desired
to use one side instead of the other, which is
easily accomphshed by this means.

Much of theineonvenience which has here-
tofore been occasioned by the displacement
of a washboard by its tendency to ride up-
ward is overcome by my improvement with-
out in any way interfering with the proper
operations of the board, and it is further to
be noted that no liability exists of catching
or tearing the articles being washed upon the
board.

In practice it has been found that a single
clampissufficient{ohold a board for ordinary,
purposes in proper place; but, if desired, two
of these clamps may be used, one npon each
side of the board; but the Tast - named ar-
rangement would have the disadvantage of
preventing the free swinging of the board
sidewise when access to articles therebeneath
is desired.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

1. In combination witharod, ahead having
a longitudinal passage formed therethrough
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said passage being formed in two'sizes where-
by a shoulder is produced, a spindle having
a head formed thereon, said spindle having
its body fitted in the small-sized portion of
the passage and the head fitted against the
shoulder a U-shaped clamp pivoted on the
outer end of the spindle, said head havinga
second passage formed therethrough at right
angles to the first and run through the large-
sized portion thereof, said rod being passed
through the last-named passage, as and for
the purpose described.

2. The herein-described combination of a
rod, brackets to which said rod is attached, a

head adapted to slide upon said rod, a screw
for holding said head in any adjustmentupon
the rod, a spindle swiveled within the head,
a clamp pivoted to the outer end of the spin-
dle, and a screw threaded through one end of
the clamp for securing the deviee to a tub, as
specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

HENRY S. BRIGGS.

‘Witnesses:

CHARLES M. BRIGGS,
CHARLES R. Xnapp.
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