‘United States Patent 119
Stephens et al.

iy 3,744,542
(451 July 10, 1973

[54] CASE FOR GOLF TOOL
[76] Inventors: James H. Stephens, 432 Blackstone

Drive, Erie, Pa. 16505; Richard D. .

Grunert, 150 Buckland Avenue,
Rochester, N.Y. 14618

Filed:  June 1, 1971
Appl. No.: 148,678

[22]
[21]

[52] 150/52 R, 7/15, 206/DIG. 33,
206/46 GT, 224/5 C, 273/32 A, 273/32 B
B65d 65/02
................ 206/46 GT, DIG. 33;
224/5 C; 7/15; 273/32 R, 32 A, 32 B; 150/52

(51]
[58]

References Cited
UNITED STATES PATENTS

10/1965
10/1965
11/1971

2/1964

[56]

3,212,546
3,213,335
3,620,426
3,120,388

206/DIG. 33
206/DIG. 33
............... 224/5C
273/32 B

'O\/}-

I

16 2

L]

3,136,547  6/1964 Schaper ........ccocoeninrrnninne 224/5R
3,208,123  9/1965 Koos...... .273/32 A X
3,233,802  2/1966  Ludwick ... 224/5 R
3,298,579 1/1967  Smith.......coconiiinininnn 224/5 C
3,339,300 - 9/1967 Bury ......cceivnniiiiiiinen, 273/32 A

Primary Examiner—Herbert F. Ross
Assistant Examiner—Stephen P. Garbe
Attorney—Edward W. Goebel, Ir.

[57] ABSTRACT

A golf tool case retains both a pointed golf tool and at
least magnetizable golf ball markers by comprising a
pair of sheets of flexible material having a third perma-
nent magnet-type sheet of flexible material sandwiched
between them. The first and third sheets of flexible ma-
terial form the pocket for the golf tool, while the sec-
ond sheet remains contiguous the permanent magnet
third sheet and has one or more holes therein to hold
golf ball markers to be retained by the permanent mag-
netic properties of the third sheet.

6 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures

V4




PATENTED L1087 3,744,542

V4
14 m\/\
18 : .E. j//
@ 10 1 12
: : Tl E | e
YOR =
| :/IZ
l}22 ; A
0 2
]
| i
| ]
(S| U J?J\24
16 20

INVENTORS
JAMES H. STEPHENS
RICHARD D. GRUNERTY

p=/ b))

THEIR ATTORNEY



3,744,542

1
CASE FOR GOLF TOOL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to golfing equipment and more
particularly, to golf tools which are used to repair put-
ting greens.

Golfers are generally aware that they can cause small
amounts of damage to putting greens when a golf ball
is chipped or driven toward a green and drops onto the
green from a relatively high altitude. For this reason,
golfers often carry golf tools with them to repair inden-
tations in the greens caused by the balls.

These golf tools generally comprise flat metallic
strips which are slotted on at least one end to provide
a fork. By holding the other end of this tool, the fork
may be used to pry up the indentations in putting
greens referred to above. Additionally, a pair of de-
tends may be provided at another position on these golf
tools for the purpose of tightening the cleats of golf
shoes. All in all, a golfer may end up carrying, in his
pocket, a golf tool having either one or two pairs of rel-
atively pointy pieces of metal sticking from it.
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Needless to say, when a gOIf tool of this type is car- ‘

ried in a golfer’s pocket, it tends to cut and tear and
wear the material of the pocket as the golfer bends,
stretches, and kneels while playing a round of golf or
while sitting either before or after he has played his
round. )

Furthermore, while playing golf, a golfer continu-
ously uses golf ball markers for the purpose of marking
the location of a ball on a green during play. These golf
ball markers are normally relatively small in size, about
the size of a dime, and therefore, are easily lost or mis-
placed by the golfer. It has long been desirable to pro-
vide means for readily retaining these golf ball markers
in some convenient place where the markers will not be
lost or misplaced.

It is, thus, an object of this invention to provide a
unique’ golf tool case which conveniently allows a
golfer to carry both a golf tool and one or more golf ball
markers in a single package which prevents the golf
tool from damaging the golfer’s pockets and inhibits
the golf ball marker from being lost or misplaced.

It is another object of this invention to provide a
combined golf tool, golf ball marker, and case therefor
which allows the golf ball marker to be retained in a po-
sition for ready removal and use and protects the golfer
from pointed portions of the golf tool.

Briefly stated, and in accordance with one aspect of
this invention, a golf tool case is adapted to retain both
a golf tool and one or more golf ball markers. The goif
tool case itself comprises first and second sheets of flex-
ible material which are cut in a size and shape desired
as a receptacle for a golf tool. A third sheet of flexible
material is cut in a size and shape such that it can be
sandwiched between a portion of the first and second
sheets to remain contiguous the second sheet while the
golf tool is in the golf tool case. A pocket is formed be-
tween the first and third sheet of flexible material to re-
ceive the golf tool. The second sheet of material has a
hole in it adjacent the third sheet of material for each
of the golf ball markers so that the magnetic force of
the third sheet of material can be used to retain the golf
ball markers on the golf tool case.

The specification concludes with claims particularly
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter
of this invention. The organization and manner and
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process of making and using this invention, together
with further objects and advantages thereof, may be
best understood by referring to the following descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a golf tool case made in accordance
with one embodiment of this invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional elevation of the golf tool case
shown in FIG.1 as taken on the line 1—1 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a
golf tool which may be used in accordance with this in-
vention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings show a golf tool case

which forms a receptacle for a golf tool and retains golf
ball markers in accordance with this invention. The
sectional, exploded view shown in FIG. 2 most clearly
shows the structure of the golf tool case and the man-
ner in which it retains the golf tool and golf ball mark-
ers. : ‘
The golf tool case itself basically comprises a first
sheet of flexible material 10 and a second sheet of flexi-
ble material 12 which form the exterior of the case it-
self. The flexible material may comprise leather or plas-
tic material having a thickness which is sufficient to
protect the carrier of the case from pointed metal pro-
jections which extend from golf tools, such as that
shown in FIG. 3.

In the illustrated embodiment, the first sheet of flexi-
ble material has a cover portion 14 which folds over the
top of the golf tool case to totally enclose a golf tool 16
which is shown therein. A portion of a snap 18 is
mounted both on the cover 14 and the second sheet of
flexible material 12 to allow the cover to be fastened in
place when the golf tool 16 is not being removed from

_ the golf tool case or being replaced back into the case.
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However, golf tool cases made in accordance with this
invention need not have the cover 14 as is shown in the
preferred embodiment, but may remain open at the
top.

A third sheet of flexible material 20 is mounted
within the golf tool case so that it is sandwiched be-
tween the first and second sheets 10 and 12. The third
sheet 20 comprises a flexible, permanent magnet which
is mounted so as to continuously remain contiguous the
first sheet 12 while the golf tool 16 is retained in the
golf tool case. Thus, when the golf tool case is assem-
bled a pocket is formed between the first sheet 10 and
the third sheet 20 to receive the golf tool 16.

The purpose of the flexible magnetic sheet 20 is to
provide means for retaining golf ball markers, such as
the markers 22 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, on the golf tool
case itself. The sheet 20 is flexible so that it aids in pro-
viding an overall flexible golf tool case which protects
a golfer’s pocket from being damaged while the golf
tool is being carried. The use of this flexible magnetic
sheet 20 aids in providing an easily manufactured golf
tool case since material of this type can readily be sewn
or glued or subjected to heat treatment otherwise fas-
tened to the sheets 1€ and 12 in the same manner as
these sheets would be fastened together. The preferred
embodiment shows that the sheets of material 10,12,
and 20 are sewn or stitched together, as seen in FIG. 1.
But those skilled in the art will recognize that other
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convenient means can be used for fastening these
sheets together to form a case due to the ease with
which the flexible permanent magnet can be assembled
into the case.

The third sheet of material 20 may comprise any type
of material which is flexible, is a permanent magnet,
and lends itself to being fastened between the other two
sheets 10 and 12. Material of this type is marketed by
the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company as
“Plastiform”’ permanent magnets, and is also marketed
by the H. O. Canfield Co., Inc., as ‘‘Magnetized Plas-
tic.”

The golf ball markers 22, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2,
should be made of a magnetizable material and should
be of such a size that they can be retained in the holes
24 and 26 in the second sheet of material 12. It is pref-
crable to have the thickness of the golf ball markers 22
no greater than the thickness of the second sheet of ma-
terial 12 so that the golf ball markers 22 cannot be
brushed out of the holes 24 and 26.

FIG. 3 shows one embodiment of a golf tool which is
meant to be carried in the golf tool case made in accor-
dance with this invention. This golf tool 16 is slotted at
one end to provide a pair of prongs 28 which comprise
a fork that may be used to pry up indentations in put-
ting greens, such as those made by golf balls which are
chipped or driven onto a green from relatively high alti-
tudes. The other end of the golf tool 16 is gripped be-
tween the golfer’s thumb and index finger and the
prongs 28 are used to pry up the indentation so that it
does not interfere with the putting surface.

At the end of the golf tool 16 opposite the prongs 28,
a pair of detents 30 are porvided for the purpose of
tightening the cleats on golf shoes. These detents fit in
slots which are normally provided in each golf cleat,
and the thicker portion of the golf tool is gripped be-
tween the thumb and index finger of the golfer and is
twisted to allow the cleats to be tightened. It can readily
be seen that both the detents 30 and the prongs 28
comprise pointed pieces of metal which can easily cut,
tear, and wear the material of a pants pocket as a golfer
bends, stretches, and kneels while playing a round of
golf or while a golfer sits down either before or after he
has played his round. The flexible golf tool case of this
invention not only protects the golfer’s pocket from
this damage, but also provides handy means for carry-
ing the golf ball markers 22. Thus, the golf tool 16 and
the golf ball markers 22, both of which are used on put-
ting greens, are carried in a single handy package for
the convenience of the golfer.

It will be understood by those skilled in the art that
the several novel features of the invention described
above can be embodied in structures other than those
illustrated and described above, as described in the
claims below. It is contemplated that the golf tool can
be manufactured out of hard materials other than
metal, such as various nylon-type materials.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters -

Patent of the United States is:
1. A golf tool case comprising, in combination:
a. First and second sheets of flexible material cut in
a size and shape sufficient to form a receptacle for
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a golf tool;

b. A third sheet of flexiblc material cut in a size and
shape which can be sandwiched between a portion
of said first and second sheets, said third sheet
comprising a permanent magnet;

. Means for fastening said first, second and third
sheets together ‘‘along a portion of the peripheries
of siad sheets™ with said third sheet sandwiched be-
tween said first and second sheets thereby forming
a pocket between said first and third sheets to re-
ceive a golf tool, said third sheet continuously re-
maining contiguous with said second sheet, said -
sheets having a length such that they extend sub-
stantially the length of the golf tool is within said
pocket, said second sheet having at least one open-
ing therein adjacent said third sheet, said opening
being of a size sufficient to receive a magnetizable
golf ball marker therein.

2. A golf tool case of the type described in claim 1
wherein said second sheet is at least as thick as a golf
ball marker and said means for fastening said first, sec-
ond, and third sheets together comprise stitches which
pass through each of said sheets. -

3. The combination comprising a magnetic golf tool
having one or more pointy pieces of metal extending
therefrom, at least one magnetizable golf ball marker,
and a golf tool case wherein said golf tool case com-
prises:

a. First and second sheets of flexible material cut in

a size and shape sufficient to form a receptacle for
a golf tool;

b. A third sheet of flexible material cut in a size and
shape which can be sandwiched between a portion
of said first and second sheets, said third sheet
comprising a permanent magnet;

. Means for fastening said first, second, and third
sheets together “‘along a portion of the peripheries
of said sheets” with said third sheet sandwiched be-
tween said first and second sheets thereby forming
a pocket between said first and third sheets, said
golf tool being disposed within said pocket said
third sheet continuously remaining contiguous with
said second sheet, said sheets having a length such
that they extend substantially the length of the golf
tool, said second sheet having at least one opening
therein adjacent said third sheet said magnetizable
golf ball marker being disposed within said open-
ing.

4. The combination described in claim 3 wherein said
second sheet is at least as thick as the golf bail marker
and said means for fastening said first, second, and
third sheets togehter comprise stitches Wthh pass
through each of said sheets.

5. A golf tool case of the type described in claim 1
wherein said second sheet is at least as thick. as a golf-
ball marker and said first, second, and third sheets are
fastened together by means of heat treatment.

6. The combination described in claim 3 wherein said
second sheet is at least as thick as the golfball marker
and said first, second, and third sheets are fastened to-

gether by means of heat treatment.
* * * * *



