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This invention relates to a new and improved
paper clip which retains the advantages but is
free from certain disadavntages of the common
wire paper clips now on the market,

Of the several different types of paper clips
now in use none is free from certain disad-
vantages. The type most widely used is a wire
pbaper clip made up of two U-shaped members
or jaws parallel with each other and joined at one
end. This clip is easy to apply and easy to manu-
facture but possesses a very marked inclination
to attach itself to any adjoining file or letter,
which results in lost clips, mixed-up files and
misplaced letters.

The cause of this piratical tendency in this
common type of paper clip lies in the fact that
one of the jaws or U-shaped portions is consider-
ably longer than the other. This difference in
length is essential for rapid application of the clip
but when applied this longer portion tends to hook
onto the edge of any sheet that comes within
range. Other common types of paper clips which
are designed to overcome this fault are more diffi-
cult to apply quickly and are of more limited use,

The improved clip of the present invention re-
tains the advantage of ease of application and the
effective clipping properties of the common and
widely used type above referred to but largely
overcomes or minimizes the objectionable pirat-
ical tendency of such prior clips.

The improved clip of the present invention is
made up of two generally U-shaped members
united at one end and free at the other and with
the U-shaped portions of approximately the same
length so that effective clipping action is ob-
tained, but the improved clip has a lateral exten-
sion on the outer U-shaped member in the form
of a laterally projected jaw which facilitates ap-
plication of the clip without interfering with the
clipping action of the clip.

The improved clip is made of flexible wire and.

is illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in
which Fig. 1 is a side view of the clip and Fig,
2 an edge view from one side and Fig. 3 an edge
view from the other side.

The clip is made up of an inner U-shaped mem-
ber { and an outer U-shaped member 2 united at
the top at 3. The outer U-shaped member has a
lateral extension 4. This lateral extension 4 is
advantageously on the side of the U-shaped mem-
ber adjacent the free side 5 and forming a project-
ing lip extending from the line A—B to the end
of the projecting portion 4.

The two U-shaped members including the lat-
eral extension of the outer U-shaped member are
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in the same plane and the clip can readily be
made from: flexible wire.by shaping the wire to
form a clip of the general shape shown.

By avoiding the downward projection of the
outer U-shaped member and providing a lateral
extension of this member the danger of hooking
onto the edges of adjacent sheets sliding up from
below, after the clip has been applied to sheets
of paper, is overcome or minimized.

This danger of hooking onto the edges of ad-
jacent sheets can be further minimized by the
bossibility of applying the clip in such a way
that the lateral extension points to the nearest
edge of the sheets, which is generally the left-
hand edge. This decreases the possibility of the
adjacent file being caught in the lateral exten-
sion, as the right-hand edge of the latter would
have to be displaced by almost the entire width
of the file before it could engage the lateral ex-
tension, which is very unlikely.

The new clip can be easily and rapidly applied.
In applying the clip it is advantageously held at
an angle of about 45° to the edge of the sheets
to be joined until the sheets are well between the
two jaws. The clip is then driven down to the
normal vertical position.

From the illustration of the new clip it will
be seen that the adjacent and parallel sides of the
U-shaped members hold the paper between them
throughout the greater part of their length., Also
the bottom 6 of the inner U-shaped member is
adjacent the portion 7 of the outer U-shaped
member so that there is a clamping action between
these end portions as well as between the paralle]
side portions or jaws of the clip.

The advantages of the new clip as compared
with the common. type of clip having one U-
shaped member much longer than the other is il-
lustrated by a test run on a number of batches
of letters, some held by the old clips and some
by the new, with the batches being constantly
shuffled back and forth to simulate actual filing
conditions. In these tests the number of oc-
currences in which the new clips hooked onto
one of the other batches was a small fraction of
those involving the old type of clip.

Since both U-shaped members of the new clip
and the lateral extension of the outer U-shaped
member lie in the same plane it will be evident
that the clip can be used with the inner U-shaped
member or jaw either on the front or back of the
paper clipped together therewith. In this respect
it retains the advantages of the common paper
clip with U-shaped jaws one much longer than
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the other, while overcoming or minimizing the
disadvantages of such common clips.

I claim:

An improved paper clip of a single piece of
flexible wire bent in a single plane to form inner
and outer parallel U-shaped members of approxi-
mately the same length, the legs of the parallel
U-shaped members lying close]y .adjacent, one
another ﬁhe outer U-shaped member havmg a
lateral- extendlng projection at the bottomi thereof
for facilitating application of the clip, the por;
tion of the wire forming the lower edge of said
projection extending from the nadir of the base
of the inner U-shaped member, and the wire from
that point to a point where it begms to fori the

parallel leg portion at the side of, the outer.U-.

shaped member remote from said prosectlon fol-
lowing the contour and lying closely adjacent
the portion of the basé of the inner U-shaped
member opposite thereto. .. «
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