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Handy Organization, Ine, Detroit, Michi, a 
corporation of Delaware 
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(C. 45-69) 8 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to a convertible easel 
case, an object of the invention being to provide 
a portable case adapted to be closed by means 
of a removable hinged cover and carrying therein 
a foldable easel frame which, when the case is 
open, may be unfolded into upright position and 
supported by means of the hinged cover of the 
case, thereby providing in convenient fashion 
an easel for supporting charts, drawing or sketch 
sheets, and the like. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a generally rectangular case having a removable 
hinged cover and carrying a foldable chart or easel 
frame, the case when closed resembling a con 
ventional suitcase, but being convertible into an 
easel by utilizing the main section of the case as 
the base and the removable cover as a back rest 
for the easel frame when unfolded into upright 
pOSition. . . 

Another object of the invention is to provide a 
portable case containing a foldable easel frame 
which may be converted readily and quickly into 
an easel for supporting charts, drawing and 
sketch sheets, and the like, the easel frame when 
unfolded and supported in upright position hav 
ing a width and height approximating twice 
those of the case. En accordance with an im 
portant aspect of the invention the hinged cover 
of the case is detachable from one side of the case 
and is adapted to be hingedly connected at the 
opposite side so as to provide an inclined back 
rest for the easel frame, the sections of which 
are held rigidly together so as to provide a sturdy 
inclined sectional board or panel. 
Other objects of this invention will appear in 

the following description and appended claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification wherein 
like reference characters designate correspond 
ing parts in the several views. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a convertible 
easel case or the like embodying the present 
invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the easel case 
with the cover in open position and disconnected 
from the case proper. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view illus 
trating the separable hinge elements for the cover 
and case. . . . . . . . . -- 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view illustrating the cover 
removed and the sectional easel frame in par 
tially unfolded condition. . . - 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the 
structure in full converted condition, this view 
being taken from the rear of the easel frame. 
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2. 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the structure 

in converted condition, this view being taken 
from the front of the easel frame, - Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view illus 
trating the separable hinge elements by means 
of which the cover may be connected to the case 
when used as a back rest for the easel frame, 
this view illustrating the hinge elements enclosed 
within the circle Ain Fig. 5. -- 

Before explaining in detail the present inven 
tion it is to be understood that the invention is 
not limited in its application to the details of 
construction and arrangement of parts illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, since the 
invention is capable of other embodiments and 
of being practiced or carried out in various ways. 
Also it is to be understood that the phraseology 
or terminology employed herein is for the pur 
pose of description and not of limitation. 
In the drawings there is illustrated, by way 

of example, one embodiment of a convertible 
easel case or the like which comprises in general 
a portable case or box ?o of generally rectangu 
lar shape, preferably resembling a conventional 
suitcase, provided with a removable hinged cover 
i? within which the foldable easel frame is 
enclosed when the carrying case is closed in the 
manner shown in Fig. 1. The case is provided 
with a conventional handle 2 and fastener de 
vices 3 for locking the cover in closed position 
when the case is being transported. 
In the present embodiment the cover is 

utilized as a back rest for the easel frame and, 
accordingly, the cover is hinged to the rear edge 
of the case by means of a pair of spaced hinge 
devices comprising separable hinge elements f4 
and F5. As shown particularly in Fig. 3, the 
hinge elements or members 4 are secured in 
spaced relation to the outside of the back wall 
fCa of the case...fo near the upper edge thereof, 
these members terminating in coil portions f4a. 
The hinge elements or members 5 are secured 
to the rear edge? fa of the cover ti and are pro 
vided with hinge pins f5a insertable into the coil 
portions f4a when it is desired to hingedly con 
nect the cover to the case in the manner shown 
in Fig. li. In order to set up the easel the cover 
f is opened, as shown in Fig. 2, and is shifted 
laterally in the direction of the arrows in Fig. 3 
in order to disconnect the hinge pins 15a from 
the coiled hinge portions (4a. By virtue of this 
construction it will be seen that the cover is 
readily detachable from the case and may then 
be converted into a backrest for the easel frame. 

55 For the purpose of supporting the cover? in 
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position as a back rest one side edge ib of the 
cover and the front wall Ob of the case are pro 
Wided With cooperating spaced hinge devices 
which comprise separable hinge elements. Simi 
lar to the hinge elements 4 and 5. Referring 
particularly to Fig. 7, each of these hinge devices, 
by means of which the cover is supported in back 
rest position, comprises a hinge member or ele 
ment 6 Secured to the inside of the edge b of 
the cover and provided with a projecting hinge 
pin. 6d. In addition, each hinge device com 
prises a hinge member or element f secured to 
the inside of the Wall Ob of the case-near the 
upper edge thereof. Each hinge element ter 
minates in a coil portion a adapted to receive 
the hinge pin 6d. Thus, after the cover has 
been removed from the case in the manner shown 
in FigS. 2 and 4, it may be turned around at right 
angles so as to have its longer dimension extend 
ing upwardly. The hinge pins 6a may then be 
inserted into the coil portions Ta, thereby con 
necting the cover to the front of the case in the 
manner shown in Fig. 5. . 
The case O. carries a folding easel frame 8 

Which, in the present instance, comprises a lower 
section 8a and an upper section 8b which are 
permanently hinged together at 9. The sections 
80 and 8b of the easel frame are dimensioned 

So as to fit Within the interior of the case 0 in 
the manner shown in Fig. 2 with the upper sec 
tion 8b folded underneath the lower section 8d., 
thus enabling the Sections to lie snugly within the 
case. The lower Section 8a of the sectional easel 
frame is hinged at its lower edge to the upper 
edge of the back wall Oa of the case by means 
of interiorly located laterally spaced hinge de 
Vices. 20. By virtue of this construction the sec 
tional easel frame is permanently connected to 
the rear Wall of the case and may be readily fold 
ed into the case or unfolded so as to position the 
easel sections in a common upwardly inclined 
plane as shown in Fig. 6. 

In order to set up the easel the cover is opened 
and removed as previously described. The easel 
Sections are then partially unfolded so as to occu 
py their relative positions shown - in Fig. 4. 
Thereupon the cover fi is connected to the front 
wall Ob of the case through the medium of the 
hinge elements 6 and 1. Upon hinging the 
cover to the front of the case in this manner the 
easel Sections are then fully unfolded so as to 
extend in upright positions and in a common 
plane. The cover is then tilted into inclined po 
Sition. So as to engage the upper section of the 
easel frame and is held in supporting relation by 
means of a strip 2f secured to the back of the sec 
tion 8b near the upper edge thereof. The strip 
2 serves as a rest or abutment engaged at its 
lower edge by the upper edge of the cover when 
used as a back rest, as shown in Fig. 5. In order 
to render the easel sections rigid and prevent rel 
ative movement thereof at the hinge joint be 
tween the Sections, there are preferably provided 
a pair of channel stiffeners 22. These channel 
Strips may be supported upon the side edges of 
the easel Section 8b, when the easel is collapsed, 
See Fig. 4, and after the easel has been fully set 
up in the manner shown in Fig. 5 the channel 
stripS 22 may be slid down from their dotted line 
positions so as to embrace the edges of both easel 
Sections and thereby provide a stiff and rigid 
Supporting board or easel held firmly in inclined 
upright position by means of the cover when 
positioned as a back rest. The lower easel sec 
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4. 
O by means of a flexible check strap 23 which 

limits the outward position to which the easel 
may be SWung when unfolding the same. The 
Upper edge of the cover , when positioned as a 
back rest, is preferably detachably secured to the 
easel Section 8b by means of a flexible strap 24 
secured to the cover and adapted to be connected 
to the upper ease section by means of any con 
Wentional Snap fastener 25. The upper ease Sec 
tion 8b also preferably carries bolts 27 extending 
through the easel board or panel and carrying 
wing nuts 26 by means of which charts, sketch 
sheets, etc. may be attached to the easel frame. 
We cair 
1. A convertible easel case or the like, compris 

ing a case having a Compartment, a foldable easel 
hinged to the case and including sections hinged 
together, said sections adapted to be folded into 
said compartment and to be unfolded so as to 
extend above the case in upright position with 
the sections disposed in coplanar relation, chan 
nel strips embracing the edges of said sections 
and spanning the hinge joint between the Sec 
tions, and a cover hinged to one Wall of the case 
and adapted to be arranged in open position to 
form a back rest for said easel. 

2. A convertible easel case or the like, compris 
ing a generally rectangular case forming a con 
partment, a foldable easel supported by said case 
and including panel sections hinged together 
along adjacent edges, said Sections adapted to be 
folded together to lie in Superimposed relation 
within the compartment and to be unfolded so as 
to form in common an upright easel, channel 
strips adapted to embrace the edges of said Sec 
tions so as to hold the sections rigidly together 
in coplanar relation, and a hinged cover for the 
case adapted to be arranged to form an inclined 
back rest for said easel. 

3. A convertible easel case- or the like, com 
prising a generally rectangular case forming a 
compartment, a foldable easel Supported by Said 
case and including panel sectionshinged together 
along adjacent edges, said sections adapted to be 
folded together to lie in Superimposed relation 
within the compartment and to be unfolded so as 
to form in common an upright easel, a cover for 
the case, means for detachably hinging the cover 
to one wall of the case so as to provide a closure 
for the compartment, and means for detachably 
hinging the cover to another wall of the case so 
as to provide a back rest for the easel. 

4. A convertible easel case or the like, com 
prising a generally rectangular case forming a 
compartment, a foldable easel supported by said 
case and including panel sectionshinged to 
gether along adjacent edges, said sections adapt 
ed to be folded together to lie in superimposed 
relation within the compartment and to be un 
folded so as to form in common an upright easel, 
a cover for the case, means for detachably hing 
ing the cover to one wall of the case so as to pro 
vide a closure for the compartment, and means 
for detachably hinging the cover to another wall 
of the case so as to provide a back rest for the 
easel, and means for detachably connecting the 
COVer to the ease. When the cover is positioned as 
a back rest. - - 

5. A convertible easel case or the like, com 
prising a case having a bottom and four side walls 
extending therefrom to form therewith a com 
partment, a foldable easel hinged to one wall of 
the case and including panel sectionshinged to 
gether, Said. Sections being foldable into the com 

tion 8d may be connected at one side to the case 75 partment and adapted to be unfolded to extend 
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upwardly from the case in coplanar relation to 
provide an easel, means for holding the Sections 
rigidly together when unfolded, a cover for the 
compartment, means for detachably hinging the 
cover to one wall of the case So as to provide a 
closure for the compartment, and means for de 
tachably hinging the cover to a Wall of the case 
So as to provide a back rest for the easel. 

6. A convertible easel case or the like, compris 
ing a case having a bottom and four side Walls 
extending therefrom to form thereWith a com 
partment, a foldable easel hinged to one wall of 
the case and including panel Sections hinged to 
gether, said Sections being foldable into the com 
partment and adapted to be unfolded to extend 
upWardly from the case in coplanar relation to 
provide an easel, means for holding the sections 
rigidly together when unfolded, a cover for the 
compartment, means for detachably hinging one 
edge of the cover to One wall of the case so as 
to provide a closure for the compartment, and 
means for detachably hinging another edge of 
the cover to a wall of the case so as to provide a 
back rest for the easel. 

7. A convertible easel case or the like, com 
prising a generally rectangular case having a bot 
tom and four side walls extending therefrom to 
form therewith a compartment, a foldable easel 
hinged to one wall of the case and including 
panel sections hinged together, said Sections be 
ing foldable into the Compartment and adapted 
to be unfolded to extend upwardly from the case 
in coplanar relation to provide an easel, means 
shiftable into and out of position for holding the 
sections rigidly together when unfolded, a cover 
for the compartment, means for detachably hing 
ing one edge of the cover to one wall of the case 
so as to provide a closure for the compartment, 
and means for detachably hinging an adjacent 
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edge of the cover to the opposite wall of the case 
so as to provide a back rest for the easel. 

8. A convertible easel case or the like, Com 
prising a generally rectangular case having a 
bottom and four side walls extending therefrom 
to form therewith a compartment, a foldable 
easel hinged to one wall of the case and includ 
ing panel sections hinged toegether, said sections 
bieng foldable into the compartment and adapt 
ed to be unfolded to extend upwardly from the 
case in coplanar relation to provide an easel, 
means shiftable into and Out of position for hold 
ing the sections rigidly together when unfolded, 
a cover for the compartment, means for detach 
ably hinging One edge of the cover to one wall 
of the case so as to provide a closure for the 
Compartment, means for detachably hinging an 
adjacent edge of the cover to the opposite wall 
of the case S0 as to provide a back rest for the 
easel, and abutment means on the upper panel 
section engaged by the upper edge of the cover 
When positioned as a back rest. 

GERALD P. SULLIVAN. 
OTTO I, SIMUNICH. 

REFERENCES C TED 

The following references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
104,255 Bothe ------------- June 14, 1870 
251,255 Leibe -------------- Dec. 20, 1881 
458,155 Dieterich ---------- Aug. 25, 1891 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

554,508 France ------------- Mar. 2, 1923 


