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(57) Abstract: A dry etching time is shortened and a resist
film reduction is reduced by increasing the dry etching speed
of a light shielding film. As a result, thinning (300nm or less)
of the resist film can be performed, and pattern resolution and
pattern accuracy (CD accuracy) can be improved. Further-
more, a photomask blank by which a light shielding film pat-
tern having an excellent cross sectional shape can be formed
by shortening the dry etching time, and a photomask manu-
facturing method are provided. The photomask blank hav-
ing the light shielding film on a light transmitting board is
a mask blank for dry etching process, which is applicable to
the photomask manufacturing method for patterning the light
shielding film by dry etching process wherein a resist pattern
formed on the light shielding film is used as a mask. The light
shielding film is composed of a material having a selectivity
to the resist over 1 in the dry etching process.
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