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16c of the adjacent wall portions of the end 16d. The 
adjacent wall portions 16d of the end join with the ad 
jacent sides in curved corner portions 14a of the lower 
peripheral wall 14, see FIG. 8. The outer face of up 
standing central end portions 16a is in line with the lower 
portion of the end 16. The upstanding central end por 
tions 16a are reduced in thickness to about one-half of 
the thickness of bottom member peripheral wall 14 and 
from a horizontal ledge 16e. The upper portion of end 
portion 16a has a hand grasp aperture 17 therethrough. 
The top member 12 is complementary to the bottom 

member 11 on which it fits. The top member 12 has a 
peripheral wall 20, oppositely disposed sides 21 and op 
positely disposed ends 22. The lower edge of the periph 
eral wall at the sides and corners is of a shape comple 
mentary to the adjacent top edge of the bottom member 
11. The ends 22 have a centrally disposed recessed por 
tion 22a of a depth and shape to receive the adjacent 
upstanding end portion 16a of the bottom member 11 as 
best shown in FIG. 5. The end portion 22a has a hand 
grasp aperture 23 therethrough that is coextensive with 
the like aperture 17 in the adjacent end portion 16a of 
the lower member. The central recessed portion 22a of 
end 22 is defined at its lower extent by an edge 22b. This 
edge 22b is received on the ledge 16e and the tapered 
edges of the recessed portion 22a abut the adjacent ta 
pered edges 16b of the end 16 of the bottom member 11. 
The top member 12 has spaced apart transverse par 

titions 24 extending integrally from side to side. These 
have a shape as best shown in FIG. 3 to accommodate 
bottles. A portion of the ends of the end partitions 24 as 
indicated at 24a in FIG. 1 abut the adjacent side por 
tions 15b of the lower member 11. This provides addi 
tional stability and a lock between the sides of the top 
and bottom members. 
The floor 13 of the bottom member 11 is formed with 

voids to provide drainage and to reduce the weight of 
the case. In the bottom face of the floor as shown in 
FIGS. 3 and 4 there are spaced apart recesses 13a to 
accommodate the tops of the bottles of the case below 
when stacking the cases of bottles. 
The floor or bottom 13 has a longitudinal upstanding 

web 25 extending in the center of the bottom member. 
The upper edge of this web is notched at 25a, see FIG. 1, 
to receive the adjacent bottom edges of the transverse 
partition members 24 of the top member 12. Spaced to 
each side of the web 25 are further stiffening webs 26-26 
integrally formed with the floor 13. 

Upstanding stiffening ribs 27 are formed integrally on 
the inside faces of the ends 16 of the lower member 11 
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. 

Rivets or bolts 28 may be used to fasten the ends of 
the top and bottom members together as shown in FIG. 2. 
There is here provided a rigid and durable yet light 

weight bottle carrying case. The case may be stacked 
when empty one into the other to save space. The case 
may be easily cleaned and sterilized. If the lower or the 
top member is broken, the members may be taken apart 
and a replacement member installed. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A case for carrying bottles and the like comprising, 
a bottom member and a top member received thereon 
and attached thereto; 

said bottom member including, 
a bottom floor, 
a peripheral wall extending up from and integral 

with the bottom floor, 
said wall having two upstanding oppositely dis 

posed sides and two oppositely disposed ends 
extending upwardly higher than the sides, 

said ends having a central portion thereof extend 
ing to the full height of the case, 

said central portion of the ends being about half 
the width of the ends and having the portions 
there adjacent at each side of a height equal 
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4 
to the height of the adjacent ends of said sides, 

said central portion of the ends having its outer 
surface extending as a continuation of the sur 
face of its bottom end wall portion and being 
of a thickness about one-half of the rest of the 
end, 

said sides of the peripheral wall of the bottom 
member having their intermediate portions ad 
jacent each end of each side extending at a 
height less than their ends; 

said top member being complementary to said bot 
tom member and received thereon, 

said top member including, 
a peripheral wall having sides oppositely disposed 
and ends oppositely disposed and integral with 
the sides, 

said sides of the top member received on the sides 
of the bottom member and being of a height So 
that the combined height of the respective sides 
of the case is approximately equal to the height 
of the central portion of the ends of the bot 
tom member, 

said ends of the top member having a recess ex 
tending in from what is their outer face before 
assembly on the bottom member of a depth ap 
proximately equal to the thickness of and shape 
of the central portion of the adjacent end of 
the bottom member that is received in said re 
cess; and m 

means attaching said top member on said bottom 
member. 

2. A carrying case according to claim 1 wherein the 
central portion of the ends of the bottom member has its 
respective side edges tapering inwardly from bottom to 
top and the adjacent recessed portion of the end of the top 
member has its respective side edges likewise tapered. 

3. In a carrying case according to claim 1 wherein the 
central portion of the ends of the bottom member and the 
recessed end portion of said top member have aligned 
hand holes extending therethrough. 

4. In a carrying case according to claim 3 wherein the 
central portion of the ends of the bottom member has its 
respective side edges tapering inwardly from bottom to 
top and the adjacent recessed portion of the end of the 
top member has its respective side edges likewise tapered, 
the lower ends of said side edges of both bottom and top 
member gradually extending as a concave curve into the 
adjacent ends of the sides of the respective bottom and 
top member sides. 

5. A carrying case according to claim 1 wherein said 
top member has at least one transverse partition mem 
ber extending from one side to the other side of the top 
member and wherein said bottom member has upstand 
ing longitudinally extending web means extending up from 
the bottom to support said transverse partition member 
of the top member. 

6. A carrying case according to claim 1 wherein said 
partition member at its ends has a portion thereof abutting 
the adjacent side of the bottom member. 

7. A carrying case according to claim 1 wherein said 
sides of the bottom member have their midportion of ap 
proximately the length of half the length of the side and 
the ends of the side adjacent said midportion inclined up 
Wardly and toward the ends of the case to where the 
ends of the sides are approximately twice the height of 
the midportion of the sides and wherein said top mem 
ber of the case has a plurality of spaced apart transversely 
extending partition members extending from side to side 
of the top member, the end most partition members hav 
ing a portion thereof abutting the adjacent inclined up 
Ward portion of the sides of the bottom member, said 
bottom member of the case having longitudinally extend 
ing Web means extending from one end to the other end 
of the bottom member and receiving and supporting the 
adjacent bottom edge of said transverse partition mem 



3,421,649 
5 

bers of the top member in notches in said longitudinally 
extending web means. 

8. A carrying case according to claim 1 wherein the 
walls taper outwardly from bottom to top approximately 
three and one-half degrees from the vertical. 

9. In a carrying case for bottles and the like comprising, 
a bottom member having a bottom floor and a top 
member received on the bottom member and attached 
thereto; said bottom member having an integral peripheral wall 
extending from the bottom floor, 

said wall having oppositely disposed sides and oppo 
sitely disposed ends; 

said top member having an integral peripheral wall 
having oppositely disposed sides and oppositely dis 
posed ends fitting on and received by the respective 
sides and ends of the bottom member, 

the improvement wherein said ends of the bottom mem 
bers have a central portion thereof extending to the 
full height of the case, 

said central portion of the ends being about half the 
width of the ends and having the portions there ad 
jacent at each side of a height equal to the adjacent 
end of said sides of the bottom member, 

said central portion of the ends of the bottom member 
having its outer surface extending as a continuation 
of the surface of its bottom end wall portion and 
being of a thickness about one-half of the rest of 
the end, said top member being complementary to said bottom 
member and received thereon, 

said ends of the top member having a recess extend 
ing in from what is their outer face before assembly 
on the bottom member, said recess being of a depth 
approximately equal to the thickness of and shape of 
the central portion of the adjacent end of the bottom 
member that is received in said recess, and 
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means attaching said top member on said bottom 

member. 
10. In a carrying case according to claim 9 wherein 

the central portion of the ends of the bottom member has 
its respective side edges tapering inwardly from bottom 
to top and the adjacent recessed portion of the end of the 
top member has its respective side edges likewise tapered. 

11. In a carrying case according to claim 9 wherein 
the central portion of the ends of the bottom member and 
the recessed end portion of said top member have aligned 
hand holes extending therethrough. 

12. In a carrying case according to claim 9 wherein 
the walls taper outwardly from the vertical approximately 
three and one-half degrees thereby permitting stacking of 
the cases. 

13. In a carrying case according to claim 11 wherein 
the central portion of the ends of the bottom member has 
its respective side edges tapering inwardly from bottom 
to top and the adjacent recessed portion of the end of the 
top member has its respective side edges likewise tapered, 
the ends of said side edges of both bottom and top mem 
ber gradually extending as a concave curve into the adja 
cent ends of the sides of the respective bottom and top 
member sides. 
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