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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ISAAC E. PALMER, CF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT, ASSIGNOR TO THE I. E. PALMER
COMPANY, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT, A CORPORATION OF CONNECTICUT.

BIFURCATED HAMMOCK.

1,077,229,

To all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Isaac E. Parurr, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Middletown, in the county of Middlesex
and State of Connecticut, have invented an
Improvement in Bifurcated Hammocks, of
which the following description, in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification, like characters on the draw-
ings representing like parts. - ‘

This invention relates principally to bi-
furcated hammocks and constitutes an im-
provement. upon the invention disclosed in
my U. S. Letters Patent No. 614,621, dated
November 22, 1898.

In order that the principle of the inven-
tion may readily be understood, I have dis-
closed a single embodiment thereof in the
accompanying -drawings, wherein—

TFigure 1 is a side elevation of a bifur-
cated hammock embodying my invention,
partially in longitudinal section; Figs. 2
and 3 are details, in longitudinal section,
representing the hip-supporting pillow with
different adjustments of the slats; Fig. 4 is
a view similar to Figs. 2 and 3, the pillow
being omitted; Fig. 5 is a top plan view of
the hammock shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 6 is an
underneath plan- view of the hammock
shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 7 represents the ham-
mock in side elevation, one of the divisions

“thereof being lifted to indicate the manner
of use, said figure also showing the pre-

ferred form of support for the hammock.
Figs. 8§ and 9 represent, mainly in end and
side elevations, a portion of the hammock
support shown in Fig. T; and Fig. 10 is a
detail representing the preferred means for
varying the effective length of a portion of
the hammock.

In my Patent 614,621, above referred to,

I have represented a so-called bifurcated.

hammock, but the construction shown there-
in is impracticable and has never been
manufactured, to my knowledge. Herein I
have represented an improved, simplified

and thoroughly practical, bifurcated ham--

mock.

Referring first to that form of the in-
vention represented in Figs. 1 to 10 inclu-
sive, the hammock is composed of a main
body portion 1, of suitable width and
formed of any suitable material, and having
at its upper end a pillow 2, preferably pro-
vided with means for adjusting the same to

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed May 3, 1913,

Patented Oct. 28,1913,
Serial No. 765,213

and from the end of the hammock, such, for
example, as the straps 3 and 4. At its head
end the hammock is provided with suitable
stringing means 5, connected to a ring 6
by which the hammock may be suspended
from a suitable support. :

Preferably the hammock is provided at

‘each side with a valance 7, which if desired

may be woven or otherwise formed integral
with the main body portion. The ham-
mock is provided with two side portions
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8 and 9, constituting the bifurcated mem- -

bers. These portions may be and prefer-

ably are woven or otherwise integrally fash-

ioned with the main or body portion 1.
They are of suitable width and are spaced

0

apart at their inner edges 10, 11 ‘substan-..

tially as indicated in Fig. 5. At their ends

the said bifurcated members are provided

with stringing -cords 12, 13, directly con-
nected to- a ring 14 by which the foot end

of the hammock may be suspended in any
suitable manner. Preferably the stringing

cords are provided ~with. a spreader 15,
slotted at its ends for the. reception of the
said cords, and each of said bifurcated mem-

bers may be and preferably.is provided with

a spreader 16, inserted within a suitable:
spreader pocket.  If desired, each spreader’
16 may be sectional, to permit gathering of

the outer ends of said side portions 8, 9.

A serious defect of the bifurcated ham-
mock shown in ‘my said Patent No. 614,621
was the difficulty that. would necessarily be
experienced by women in stepping between
the bifurcated members, owing to the pres-
ence of the wide, intermediate foot support.
In my present invention I have provided an
intermediate member or foot-support 17
which is relatively narrow at its-inner end
18, where it is attached to the under side of
the hammock, the-said intermediate member.
gradually broadening from its inner narrow
end to its outer end, where it is preferably
provided with a spreader 18’, to which is
connected suitable stringing cords 19, the -
latter passing directly to the spreader 15
and thence to the ring 14. In other words,
the said intermediate member or foot sup-
port is provided with stringing cords. di-
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rectly associated with the stringing cords

of the side members 8 and 9, thus greatly
simplifying the construction illustrated in
my said patent and yet providing effective
means for supporting the intermediate mem-
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ber. Tt will be observed that the outer end
of the intermediate member or portion is
provided with two rvelatively widely spaced
points of suppert and therefore tilting of
said member or portion when the foot is
placed at either side of the center line there-
of, is prevented.. Such tilting would neces-
sarily occur wtih the construction shown in
my said Patent No. 614,621 wherein the sus-
pensien cords converge divectly to a suspen-
sion ving. It will be observed that the inter-
mediate member 17 extends inwardly be-
yond the inner ends of the side portions 8
and 9 where it is effectively secured at a
yeint not subjected to undue strain.

As indicated most clearly in Fig. 7, when
a woman wishes to use the hammock she may
1ift the side 8 or 9 neavest her and step under
it into the space between the elevated side
and the intermediate portion 17,which latter
because of its narrowed end affords sufficient
standing room. The lifted side may then be
dropped and the user may rest her feet
either upon the intermediate portion 17 or
upon one of the side portions 8 or 9, or rest
one or both feet upon the floor between the
side members and the intermediate member
17, When the hammock is norn‘mlly sup-
ported, ag indicated in Fig. 5, the edges of
the intermediate portion 17 substantmlly un-
derlie the inner edges of the side members 8
and 9.

The inner end of the intermediate member
17 may be suitably connected to the body
portion 1. Preferably I provide means at
such point for varying the length of said
member. As shown most clearly in IMigs. 5,
6 and 10, the inner end of said member 17
may be provided with burlap or some suit-
able reinforcing material 19, the inner edge
of which is stitched or otherwise secured as
at 20 to the body portion 1.  The said rein-
forced or inmer end of the intermediate
member: 17 is provided with two spaced
rows of gromet eyes 21, through which is
passed a suitable lacing 22 which may be
tightened to draw the said two rows of
gromet eyes 21 into close contact with each
other, or may be loosened to permit them to
be separated to a greater or less extent. In
this manner the length of the member 17
may be substantially altered. Other suit-
able length varying means located at or ad-
jacent the inner end of the member 17 may
be employed. It will be observed that this
adjusting means is located at the under side
of the hammock, out of sight, and that the
simplicty of the stringing means at the foot
end of the hammock 1s in no wise impaired.
The length varying means for the interme-
diate member or portion 17 may be at any
suitable point between the ends of said in-
termediate portion but preferably it is po-
sitioned at or adjacent the inner end there-
of as herein shown.

1,077,229

Preferably I provide suitable means to
support the hips of the hammock cccupant,
and also preferably I provide means for ad-
justing this support toward or from the
head end of the hammock, thus varying the
effective length of the body portion 1. For
this purpose I have, in Figs. 1, 9,3 and 5, in-
dicated a transverse pillow 23 having Suit-
able filling and sewed or otherwise secured
at its edges 24, 25 transversely of the ham-
mock, adjacent the meeting portions of the
body part 1 and the side members 8 and 9.
This pillow may be of any suitable size and

extent but preferably, as indicated in Fig. 5, -

is of less length than the width of the ham-
mock. DBetween the under side of the pillow
23 and the body portion 1 and side members
Sand 9, T ps <>”1du a series of pockets 26, 27,

28, preferably three in number and extend- .

ing the full length of the pillow. Tor these
pockets I prov1de suitable slats, and pref-
erably I utilize two slats only, namely, those
indicated at 29 and 30 in Fig. 2, within the
pockets 27 and 28.

When the slats 29 and 30 are positioned
within the pockets indicated in Fig. 2, it will
be understocd that the body of the user
presses against the pillow 23 and the upper
side thereof yields to such bodily pressure
because of the absence of a slat in the pocket
26.  In other words, the yielding of the
pillow is medified by the change in position
of the slats 29, 30, and in any case the body
of the user is permitted to sink or slip to-
ward the foot end of the hammoclk so far as
the adjustable slats will permit. When it is
desired to alter this condition, the slat 80 is
withdrawn from the pocket 28 and placed
within the pocket 26, thus firmly supporting
the body of the user at the said pocket 2%

and preventing any substantial yielding of-

the pillow 23 at this point. The number of

pockets may be varied within the scope of-

the invention.

If desived the pillow 23 may be omitted,
while retaining the series of pockets and
glats, and m IHO 4 T have indicated a por-
tion of the hammock provided with the ssid
series of pockets 26, 27 and 28, with Ule two
slats 29 and 30 positioned therein. In each
case the said slats may be vemoved through
the ends of the pockets 26,97 and 28, which
are preferably open at both ends for this
purpose. If desired, the covering portion
ot the pillow 23 may be unattached at one or

both lateral edges of the hammock, so as to
permit the stufling to be withdra awn there-
from. In this manner the hammock may be
readily changed from a pillow hammock to
one devoid of a pillow. Preferably the
pockets 26, 27 and 28 are formed of burlap
or other suitable strengthening material,
suitably secured to the inner face of the
body portion of the hammock. It is appar-
ent that the pocket, slat and pillow arrange-
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ment herein set forth may be used in ham-
mocks not of the bifurcated type.

While the hammock may be supported in
any suitable manner, it should be supported,
to secure the greatest comfort, with the foot
end a substantial distance below the head
end, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 7, wherein I
have represented said foot end supported
about fifteen to eighteen inches lower than
the said head end. While T may employ
any suitable supporting means for this pur-
pose, I have in Fig. 7 represented a support
consisting of a ridge pole or backbone 31,
and two legs, 32, 33 at each end, hinged to
the backbone in any suitable manuer, as, for
example, by means of brackets substantially
as represented in my United States Letters
Patent No. 641,033, dated January 2, 1900.

. In order to permit the hammock to be sus-
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pended from the said support with its foot
end substantially lower than its head end, I
have provided a supplemental foot-support-
ing member represented at 34, in Fig. 7, and
preferably consisting of a bent piece of iron
or steel, the extreme bent ends 35 and 36 of
which are wedged into the looped portions
of the brackel whereto the legs 32 and 33.are
hinged. The beut end 36 bears against the
under side of the backbone or ridge pole 31,
and the side edges of the bent portions 35
and 86 are firmly gripped in the recessed

" portions of the bracket, thus preventing
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movement of the said member 34 in any di-
rection. At its lower end the said member
34 is provided with a hook 37, to which the

- foot suspension ring may be attached in or-

dinary manner. The supplemental member
34 may be readily removed from the sup-
port, when desired.

It will be understood from the foregoing
description that the bifurcated hammock of
my invention is of greatly simplified con-
struction, and that it is convenient of ma-
nipulation and permits the user either to
step readily over one of the side pieces 8and
9 into the space between them and the inter-
mediate member 17, or permits the resdy
lifting of either side member so that the user
may step under the same into the substantial
space between either of said side members
and the intermediate member 17. More-
over, the adjustment of the hip pillow 23

Jongitudinally of the hammock ~effectively
“varies the length of the body portion of the

hammock, and the similar adjustment of the
head pillow 2 also cobperates to this end.
Moreover, because of the fact that the ad-
justing means for the intermediate member
or portion is positioned between the inner
and outer ends of said member, I avoid any
complication of the stringing means such as
exists in my said patent. Preferably said
adjusting means is located at the under side

8

of the hammock, out of the way, and prefer-
ably it is at or adjacent the inner end cf said
intermediate member. :

Having thus described one illustrative em-
bodiment of my invention I desire it to be
understood that although specific terms are
employed, they are used in a generic and
descriptive sense, and not for purposes of
limitation, the scope of the invention being
set forth in the following claims.

Claims.

1. A hammock having a body portion,two
spaced foot portions: constituting prolon-
gations of said body portion, and an inter-
mediate portion having a narrow inner end
and a relatively wide outer end, said inter-
mediate portion extending from the body
portion beneath the foot portions to and se-
cured by hammock supporting means hav-
ing two relatively widely spaced points of
support at the said outer end.

2. A hammock having an upper or body
portion, two spaced lower or foot portions
constituting prolongations of said body por-
tion, an intermediate portion beneath said
foot portions, and means between the ends
of said intermediate portion to adjust the
length of the latter.

8. A hammock having an upper or body
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portion, two spaced lower or foot portions -

constituting prolongations of said body por-
tion, -an intermediate portion beneath said
foot portions, and lacing means to vary the
effective length of the sald intermediate
portion.

4. A hammock body, a substantialiy cen-
tral transverse pillow thereon, an adjustable
pillow supporting slat or slats, and means
for holding said slat or slats upon the hamn-
mock body. o

5. A hammock body having a iransverse
pillow thereon, a-pillow supporting slat or
slats, and a series of transverse pockets re-
movably receiving said slat or slats, the said
slats and pockets having operative connec-
tions with said body and pillow.

6. A hammock having a bifurcated lower
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end, a hip pillow positioned at the inner end

of said bifurcated portion, and means for
varying the effective longitudinal position
of said pillow. , ’

7. A hammock having a bifurcated lower
end, a head pillow adjustable longitudinally
of the hammock, and a hip pillow adjust-
able longitudinally of the hammock.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ISAAC E. PALMER.
Witnesses:

W. M. Browx,
Irvine U. TowNSEND.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Paténts.
Washington, D. C.” :
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