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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, OSCAR A. ELLIOTT, of 

York, in the county of York and State of Ne 
braska, have invented certain new and use 
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ful Improvements in Fastening Attachments; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, Such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to which it pertains to make and use the 
Sale. 

Myinvention relates to an improved safety 
clasp or fastening attachment for securing 
pencil-holders or other articles, for instance, 
in Or to the Vest-pocket; and it consists in 
certain features of construction and in com 
bination of parts hereinafter described, and 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a view in perspective of a clasp embodying 
my invention, the same being shown in con 
nection with a pencil-holder. Figs. 2 and 3 
are end elevations of the same, showing dif 
ferent Working positions of the lever. Fig. 
4 is an end elevation showing the clasp 
Swiveled to the pencil-holder. Fig. 5 is a 
view in perspective of the clasp detached. 
The clasp in the main comprises a thin 

metal plate A bent-back to approximately 
the inverted-U shape shown, and to the one 
leg of this plate is hinged lever B of the bell 
crank-lever variety, the hinge being located 
at the elbow of the lever and the angle of the 
lever being preferably about a right angle. 
The long arm of the lever extends along up 
the outside of the plate and is curved at b to 
form an elastic hook or lock adapted to snap 
Over the rounded section C. of plate A, where 
by the lever is locked in its closed position. 
With lever B in the open position shown in 
Fig. 3, the clasp is slipped over, for instance, 
the edge of the vest-pocket, whereby plate A 
embraces the cloth, after which the level is 
turned to the closed position shown in Fig.2, 
by means of which the cloth is clamped be 
tween the end of the short arm of the level 
and the opposing leg of plate A. To prevent 
the possibility of the clamp slipping on the 
cloth or other material-for instance, in case 
the cloth or material should be quite thin 

lever with teeth, as at b, these teeth present 
ing toward the opposing leg of plate A. When 
the lever is in its closed position, and the Op 
posing leg of plate A may have teeth struck 
up, as at a', so as to present toward the teeth 
of the lever. 

C, C, and C represent pencil-holders. In 
Figs. 1, 2, and 3 plate A of the clasp is shown 
forming the one side of the pencil-holder. In 
Fig. 4 the pencil-holder and clasp are made 
separate and are then attached to each other 
by a rivet, as at c, and if the rivet is notham 
mered down too tight it will form a swiveled 
joint, so that the pencil-holder can be turned 
on the rivet as an axis. In Fig. 5 the clasp 
is shown detached, and this clasp may be riv 
eted, soldered, or otherwise secured to a pen 
cil-holder, or to any other article desired. In 
the closed position of the lever (shown in Fig. 
2) it will be observed that a smooth rounded 
edge is had at the top of the device that will 
not catch the clothing, and, hook b being 
snapped over the upper section of plate A, 
there is no liability of the clasp being acci 
dentally unfastened, so that it could be de 
tached and lost. In fact any external press 
ure or rough usage applied to the clasp Would 
have no tendency to unlock the lever. 
The device is quite simple and inexpensive, 

and will be found well adapted to the pur 
poses for which it is intended. 
What I claim is 
1. A safety-clasp comprising an inverted 

U-shaped metal plate and a bell-crank lever 
hinged at the elbow thereof to the one leg of 
the plate, the short arm of the lever being 
operative between the legs of the plate and 
Serving as a clamp, the long arm of the lever 
having an elastic locking-hook at the free end 
thereof adapted to Snap over the upper Sec 
tion of the plate, whereby the lever is locked in 
its closed position, Substantially as set forth. 

2. A safety-clasp comprising an inverted 
U-shaped metal plate and a bell-crank lever 
hinged to the One leg of the plate and having a 
locking device, Substantially as indicated, the 
short arm of E. teeth present ing toward the opposing Section of the plate, 
substantially as set forth. ---. 
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5o provide the free end of the short arm of the 3. A clasp comprisinganinverted-U-shaped 1oo 
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metal plate and a bell-crank lever hinged In testimony whereof I sign this specifica 
thereto, substantially as indicated, the short | tion, in the presence of two witnesses, this 
arm of the lever and the opposing section of 5th day of May, 1891. 
the plate being respectively provided with OSCAR. A. ELIOTT. 

5 teeth for engaging opposite sides of the fab- Witnesses: 
ric or material to which the clasp is fastened, J. D. WHITE, 
Substantially as set forth. T. D. KNAPP. 

  


