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To all thon, it may concern. 
IBe it known that I, Joseph KoppE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Can 
ton, in the county of Stark and State of 
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Heel-Retainers for Shoes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

heel retainers for shoes more especially de: 
signed for use in connection with Oxford 
shoes; and the objects of my improvement 
are, to generally improve devices of the 
character mentioned, to provide means 
which may be readily attached to the shoe 
to prevent the same from slipping up and 
down upon the heel of the wearer when in 
use, and to so construct said means that it 
may be easily and cheaply made, readily 
applied to either new or old shoes, and 
adapted in either case to conform to and en 
brace the heel of the wearer of the shoe in 
such way as to be very comfortable and effi 
cient. These objects together with other 
objects readily apparent to those skilled in 
the at I attain by the construction and ar 
rangement shown and hereinafter described. 

In the accompanying drawing-Figure 1 
is a perspective view of the heel portion of 
an Oxford shoe showing a retainer of my 
invented construction properly located and 
attached. Fig. 2 is a front plan view of 
the retainer showing its shape before being 
placed in a shoe. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate 

corresponding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. - - 

More specifically describing the construc 
tion disclosed in said drawings the numeral 
1 indicates the counter of an Oxford shoe 
and 2 the insole thereof. The retainer com 
prises a body portion 3 preferably formed 
of leather having an undressed side turned 
to the front and a dressed side turned to the 
rear. The lower edge of said body portion 
is preferably straight as shown in Fig. 
and its upper edge curved as shown in said 
figure, the said upper edge at the ends of 
said body portion curving down to the lower 
edge. On the back of the body portion 3 is 
provided a coating of glue or other adhesive 
substance 4, said glue or other substance be 
ing of such a nature that when moistened 
and brought into conti?t with the surface 

to said lining to fasten the retainer, firmly 
in place. Upon the front face of the re 
tainer, and set inwardly slightly from the 
curved edge thereof is a friction strip 6 
formed (if felt or similar material attached 
to the body portion 3 by glue, cement, stitch 
ing, or other practical means, said strip ex 
tending from the lower straight edge of said 
body portion at one end around the curved 
edge of Said body portion and down to the 
straight edge thereof at the other end. 
Said strip produces a soft, somewhat yield 
ing projection, or rib in the nature of a 
friction rib and is designed to lie against the 
stocking of the wearer, thereby preventing 
any slipping movement as between the heel 
portion of the shoe and said foot, thus hold 
ing the shoe against slipping or displace 
ment. Intermediate the ends of the re 
tainer the body portion is provided at the 
lower edge with a series of notches 7 adapt 
ed to prevent undue wrinkling or buckling 
of the device at that point when same is 
placed in position in a shoe. 

It will be understood that retainers such 
as described may be manufactured and sold 
independently of the shres, so that the 
wearer of a pair of shoes which have become 
worn, stretched or misshapen and therefore 
liable to slipping action upon the foot may 
purchase a pair of such retainers and readily 
apply same to said shoes, whereupon it will 
be found that such slipping action will be 
entirely obviated. Such retaine's may also 
be placed in new shoes to produce a more 
perfect fit in some instances and to cause the 
counter of the shoe to fit the heel in a more 
proper and snug manner. 

attaching one of the retainers to a shoe 
it is only necessary to moisten the adhesive 
substance 4, then bend or curve the retainer 
into the position illustrated in Fig. 1r and 
bring said adhesive substance into intinate 
contact with the lining of the shoe where 
upon said adhesive substance will form a 
strong and substantial connection between 
said retainer and said shoe, the retainer and 
the felt strip thereof assuming the position 
illustrated in Fig. 1 where it will be noted 
that the lower straight edge of the retainer 
conforms to the top surface of the insole 2, 
the notches 7 preventing buckling at the 
rear of the heel, and the felt R 6 extends 
from the insole forwardly of the heel up 

of the lining 5 of the shoe it will adhere i and around the inner top edge of the counter 
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1 to contact with the stocking of the wearer to conform to and engage the side and back as hereinbefore described. 
Attention should be called to the fact that 

not only the felt strip 6 but also the un 
dressed surface of the leather forming the 
body portion of the retainer is turned to 
ward the stocking thereby increasing the 
frictional hold as between said retainer and 
said stocking and assisting in preventing 
the slipping of the shoe. 

I having fully described my invention what 
I clai, as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters atent, is 

For a shoe a heel retainer comprising a 
body portion provided with a straight lower 
edge and a curved upper edge, said upper 
edge curved down to meet the lower edge at 
the ends thereof, said body portion adapted 

heel lining of said shoe, means for attach 
ing said body portion to said lining and said 
body portion provided with a forwardly 
projecting rib extending from the lower 
straight edge of the same at one end thereof, 
around the said curved upper edge to the 
straight edge thereof at the other end and 
adapted to conform to and embrace the heel 
of the wearer of said shoe. 
In testimony that I claim the above, I 

presence of two witnesses. 
JOSEPH KOPPE. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN II. BISHOP, 
W. H. MILLER. 
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have hereunto subscribed my name in the 30 


