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This invention relates to handbags and, more particu 

larly, to covered handbag frames. 
In the covering of certain types of handbag frames, 

it has been found that the crimping of the frames during 
the assembly of the parts tends to cause a severance of 
the covering shields along the preformed score lines 
thereof. When such tearing or severance of these hand 
bag frame shields occurs, a substantial amount of addi 
tional handling and repair is usually required in order to 
correct the fully finished product. It is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide a special pur 
pose shield for handbag frames of this type, which will 
tend to resist such tearing and severance along the fold 
lines, and which can be conveniently and effectively as 
Sembled with conventional handbag parts without any 
change in the design or construction of the operating 
assembly parts. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a shield for handbag frames which can be conven 
iently manufactured in large quantities at a relatively 
low cost, and which will readily adapt itself for assembly 
with other handbag parts during the normal fabrication 
thereof. 
A more specific object of the present invention is to 

provide a shield for handbag frames of the type de 
Scribed, that is manufactured from flexible sheet plastic 
and preformed to provide spaced apart fold lines about 
which the lateral edges thereof may be folded into 
crimped secured engagement beneath the terminal side 
flanges of the handbag frame, which fold lines are so 
made as to achieve greater resistance to tearing and 
severance therealong. 

All of the foregoing and still further objects and ad 
vantages of this invention will become apparent from a 
study of the following specification, taken in connection 
with the acompanying drawing, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary cross-sectional perspective view 
of certain parts of the present invention, illustrating the 
manner in which the shield is assembled with the as 
sociated handbag parts. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a shield for handbag frames 
made in accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a cros-sectional view of the handbag frame 
with which the shields of the present invention are 
especially adapted for use. 

FIG. 4 is a cross-section taken on line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
FiG. 5 is a graphic series of sectional views showing 

the progresive steps of applying the shield to the hand 
bag frame. 

Referring now to the drawing, a shield 10 for hand 
bag frames made in accordance with the present inven 
tion, is shown to include a substantially rectangular panel 
2 of flexible material, such as thermoplastic material, 
having a continuous embossed score line 14 defining a 
side strip i6 along one edge of the panel. This side 
Strip 6 and adjacent portions of the center of the panel 
i2 is provided with a cutout 18 which will accommodate 
an operating or a latch mechanism forming a part of the 
handbag frame 22. 

Another embossed score line is formed along the op 
posite longitudinal dege of the main panel 12 to define 
another side strip 20. This score line is a discontinuous 
weakening line formed by a plurality of alternately spaced 
apart indents 21 and intermediate lengths of normal 
thickness material 23. Thus, the indentations 21 pro 
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vide means for folding the other side strip 20 about the 
interrupted score line, whereas the intermediate parent 
portions 23 of the panel tend to resist tearing of the score 
line throughout the entire length thereof. It will be noted 
that the terminal indentations 21 at each end of the 
intermittent score line are spaced inwardly from the lon 
gitudinal extremities of the main panel 12, thus assuring 
full strength of the score line at its opposite longitudinal 
extremities, further tending to resist any tearing or sever 
ance thereof. 

This shield 10 is especially useful for handbag frames 
22 of generally C-shaped cross-sectional configuration 
having a substantially flat central portion and a pair of 
arcuate side strips 26, 30, each having a facing terminal 
edge 28, 24, respectively. The side strip 20 is first placed 
over the first terminal edge 24 of the handbag frame 22 
so that the central portion of the panel 12 may be wrapped 
around the exterior surface of the handbag frame 22. 
The other side strip 16 of the shield is then inserted partly 
into the space between the facing edges 24, 28 of the 
handbag frame, as shown in FIG. 5B, around the oppo 
sitely facing terminal edge 28 thereof, which serves to 
hold the side strip 20 in place within the frame. The 
adjacent edges of the handbag cover 32 and liner 34 are 
then inserted into the space between the first and sec 
ond longitudinal side strips 16, 20 of the shield, as shown 
in FIG. 5C, and which pushes the strip 6 further into 
the frame in the manner shown in FIG. 5D. The lower 
most one 30 of the arcuate flanges of the handbag frame 
is finally crimped against the upper flange 26, thus se 
curing the handbag cover 32, liner 34, and shield 10 in 
place. The crimping of the handbag frame further tends 
to tightly draw the shield panel 12 around the outer sur 
face of the handbag frame, during which time the tear 
ing stresses are ordinarily imposed along the score line 
formed by the indentations 21. However, in accordance 
with the present invention, the alternate spacing of the 
indentations 21 and the parent material 23 tends to 
minimize and deter any tearing or severance along this 
score line. 

It will now be recognized that these shields may be 
constructed of any desired material, in matching or con 
trasting color relative to the handbag, and may be used 
to extend along any desired length of the handbag frame. 

While this invention has been described with particular 
reference to the construction shown in the drawing, it 
is to be understood that such is not to be construed as 
imparting limitations upon the invention, which is best 
defined by the claims appended hereto. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as 
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 

1. A handbag frame of generally C-shaped cross-sec 
tional configuration having a pair of terminal side edges 
facing each other for crimping toward each other in a 
common direction toward the central portion of said 
frame intermediate said side edges, a shield for envelop 
ing the exterior of said frame comprising a flexible panel 
of plastic sheet material having a pair of parallel score 
lines spaced apart a distance corresponding to the periph 
eral distance between the side edges of the frame, and 
at least one of said score lines being discontinuous and 
comprising a plurality of spaced indentations alternating 
with spaced imperforate, unscored areas, each terminal 
one of the indentations of said discontinuous score line 
being spaced inwardly from the adjacent end of said 
panel, said shield being folded on said score lines over 
the corresponding edges of said frame. 

2. The combination of a handbag frame and a shield 
therefor comprising an elongated panel of flexible sheet 
plastics material for enveloping the exterior of said frame, 
a continuous score line defining one side strip along one 
longitudinal edge of said panel, a discontinuous score 
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line defining another side strip along the opposite longi- References Cited in the file of this patent 
tudinal edge of said panel, said discontinuous score line UNITED STATES PATENTS 
comprising a plurality of spaced indentations alternat- • 
ing with spaced imperforate, unscored areas, said panel 748,012 Ritter et al. ------------ Dec. 29, 1903 
being of generally rectangular configuration, and both of 5 773,514 Moses ----------------- Oct. 25, 1904 
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strip of said panel extending around one side edge of 
the frame, the opposite side strip of said panel extending 
around the opposite side of said frame. 


