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'I‘his invention relates to.a general utility furm- '

ture piece
. An .object. af: the mvention res1des in the
creation of a furmture piece- that may be folded
'mto a compact sub ntially fiat. form. "and that
‘may be. extended for use as a.seat, a foot'and leg
-rest, & back rest and a table. . .

A further obJect of the mvention re51des ln pro-
‘viding bracing and lockmg means. which are under
tension when ms mtalnmg the severa.l parts of. the
furniture piece in )their extended ‘operative posi-
tions.
A further obJect of the mve
'so constructing the piece that it.!

A ;n:.,res,ldss in

stamped sheet. tal'_and thus ‘dm1rably adapted

for outdoor use

cts; m v1ew wmchv

'will appear as the description progresses, my in- .

vention resides in the combmation and arrange-
f.ment of parts heremafter set forth in. the claims.

Figure 2 is a v1ew of the piece used a.s a back

rest;
' Figure 3isa view of the p1ece used as a chair,
- Figure 4 is.a v1ew of the piece used as. & table,
s Figure 5748 a view. showmg the bracing and
swmg ‘piece in large deta11 .

“Figlre 6 is a view: showing the posn;ions of the
:elements as they are swung to their folded posi-
‘tions; and’

) Figure Tisa v1ew “of the furniture piece folded

“In the illustrated. embodrment of ‘the inven-
tion.the fiirniture. p1ece mcludes three major ele-
ments 10,711, and 12, which are ‘adapted to. ‘be
foldéd into’ the compact‘ elatlvely flat condition
111ustrated in Figure 7 of the drawmgs and Whlch
are adapted to be extended into the condition 11-
lustrated in Figure 5. .
"'The elements 10, 1f and I2 While ﬂllistrated
as substantially rectangula.r 1n “form,’ may 'be of
various other forms, as will. be realized. Means,

which ‘will later be described, are prowded to -

cause the eléments to swing into a predetermmed

folded  relationship and additional ‘means. are

provided which -will maintain . the elements in
their extended eondition, R

 When the elements are extended and locked 1n
their extended conditlon, the tumiture piece may
be used as a £004.. a.nd leg rest; as illustrated. in
Figure 1 of the drawmgs When the piece is thus
used, it is held in a. tilted posxtion by:the pressure
of :the feet against the; portion 13 of the element
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the ‘grou
ment 12"is such that the body and the legs of
the user will both’

i2. In this positlon the element 11 .will support

the. legs of “the user.. ‘The’ advantage of such a
furniture piece ‘when thus used i§ at once. evident

when. it is: remembered that it reduces the work

‘that the heart is called upon to. ‘perform, “When
-one is, wa.lkmg the heart pumps. the blood through

‘the artéries to the veins.” The blood. is returned
to the heart by the movement of’ the muscles in
cooperation with’ the valves Which aré'in spaced
posmons in the veéins. When “however, one as-
Sumes @ sitting position with the.feet upon the
flogr, with the miiscles relaxed they do nat per-
form any pumping action, with the result that the
strain upon. the. heart is mcreased “It has long

ﬁbeen recogmzed that, when ong sits.or lies’ ‘down,

the elevation. of.the ,f,eet causes the blood to flow

through the valves by gravity and thus reduces
the “work that ‘the heart must ‘perform. - The

'furniture piece, when used as illustrated in I"igure
1, thus reduces the heart action and “rests” the
:legs and feet of ‘the user.

“When the furniture piece is arra.nged in the
position shown in Figure 2, with the eletnent 10 in

‘. folded position, the element 11 becomes & pProp

and. the element 12a back rest when one S1ts upon
and ‘the, a.ngle ‘assumed by: the ele-

sume restf I and comfortable

posmons B
‘When the piece’ls used as illustrated in Figure
3.t will perform the 1unction4of a’ chair Wlth

-the' usual ‘seat, ba.ck and legs.

When however ‘the piece is used-as illustrated :
in Pigure 4 it will perform the function of ‘a
table or stand with a base a standard and a top
or support. ¢

Thus it wilt be seen that when the - piece is
used as’a leg and foot’ rest the element i1 will
act as-a leg rest and the element 12 as a, ‘foot
rest, and a: pivoted support, ‘50" that'the proper
angle may be assumed When the piece is: used as’

‘aback rest,’ ‘the-element I1- will then''act as a

bra.ce or support and the element 12 as a’ back
rest.  'When: the piece is uysed ‘ag'a’chair, the ele-
ment {1 will-act as a ‘seat,.the element ‘12-as-a
1eg and: back and the element 10 as a leg, wlule
when the piece 1s’ used as'a table or: stand ‘the
element (5] w111 -act as standard ‘the element Iz
' iand the eiement 0 as.a top :

~ In"each of the uses, éach of which subJects
the elements. to a different. set of strains which
tends to. cot pse the eiements the elements are
braeed by means whxch are plaoed -under tension
mstead of compresszon with the result that the
greater the. load the greater the bracing- action,



with no tendency of the bracing means to collapse.
Referring now to Figure 5 of the drawings,

the element 12 is provided with a socket {4 in
which the edge of the element [f is adapted to.

seat when the elements are in their extended
position, and the element {1 is provided with

a similar socket 15 into which one edge of the -

element 18 is adapted-to seat.- The element. 1!

is provided with latches 16, which-are pivoted at
‘10

{7 and each of which is adapted to be engaged

with a projection 18 on the element 12 through: -

the medium of a slot 19 which is preferably cam

shaped to draw the element {1 tightly- into- the-!

socket 14.
A second latch 20 is plvoted at

of the element 18 and is adapted to engage a pro-:
Jection 22 through the medium of a slot 28 which. =
is likewise cam-shaped to. draw’ the element 19 -

tightly into the socket 15. i3

When the furniture biece is used as g foot and"
Flgure T-the force that-

leg‘ rest as’ 1llustrated i
: : ted by - the légs of the“user;” Wthh ‘tends
; 'the element 11 from the ‘socket 14; 'will
be resisted by the latches 16 h1ch will“be placed
urider . tension rather ‘tha compressmn ‘and
: therefore ‘more effect1vely resrst the movement of
the element N PR
. When the furmtm'e plece" used ‘as “a ‘back
’rest as” 1llustrated in’ Flgure 2 'the latches 16 will
Have a, Similar- act1on because there will’ be a
; tendency for the element l l ‘to move out of the
ocke 't

thers w1]1 “of course be a’
to' collapse 'by the movlefm}v

'However, the latches 20 will- prevent this’ move-

‘socket { 5> _and heré agaln- hese movements are
res1sted by the latches IG and 20 wh1ch'1n thls

‘ e .disengaged; to’ ﬁrst ;
from the element 12 and theén upw
the element 12 into the position. illustrated in
F1gure 7 of the drawmgs, With the :handle 24’
in-a ‘position” to be graSiJed for transportatlon of
the furniture plece' ..

"1inks 286, which are p1voted, at, 2! and 27, to
the elements 10 and 11, he element 7o,
when 'the latchés 20 . are dlseng iged, to s‘wmg
away from the element, 11 and then. toward the
folded element 11, 80 that the three elements (0,
i and 12 will then lie.in a compa.ct posrtmn
When.in. th1s folded cond1t1on the latches 20 are
adapted to " engage pro.]ectlons 28  carried by the
eleinént 12 to maintain the élements of this fir-
niture piece 1n the folded posmon 1llustrated in

'qure 7.

¢ e, when the- ‘elements 18,
41 and i2-are in “theit folded cond1t10n swung
to lie" between: the projection 18 wh1ch will hold
them agamst unnecessary protrusmn < However,

these latch members-16,; if: it:is more ¢onvenient ’
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"'n}each side 15
- '~ of the piece in folded condition.

c:,‘ :
o

meént’ of the element i, both of said latches be1ng

60

to the user, may be swung into either of the two
dotted line positions-illustrated. }
Thus it-will be seen that I have provided a
furniture piece which has many uses, and in
5 which the elements are properly braced and _
locked together in stch manner that the force
which tends to collapse the elements places the
lateh: or locking means- -under: tension, which
latch or locking means;: therefore ‘will effectively
resist the collapsing force.. Moreover, certain of
" the latch means performs the additional function
...of securing the several elements of the furniture
piece in-folded condition, while the links that
_extend between, and are pivoted to, the elements
. of ‘the  piece- assmt in maintaining the elements

What I claim is: -
- 1."A collapsible -utility furniture piece includ-

>3 ing-three elements, a pair of said elements being
adapted to be extended into substantial parallel-
ism*~and the th1rd element ‘being adapte tfo be

20

thlrd'mentloned element adapted ‘6 receive an
‘edge-of ‘the other of sa1d palr of -elemnents;, hnks
) e of sald palr “of
elements and the’ th1rd mentloned element and
beétween “the other: of said ‘pair of* elements and
said“third element detachable tension latch’ con-.
nections between one of ‘said pair 6f elements and
said third mentioned element and between the
other-of said pair of elements-and the third men-
tioned element -whereby - the hree elements may
“be-held in‘extended condition and’ may be foldéd
into substantial parallelism, said- tensmn» latches
extendmg substant1ally perp ndlcular to sa1d
socket carrymg elements‘ :
-2 A collaps1ble ut1l1t firnitire p1ece 1nclud—
mg three elements a pa1r of s d'elements bemg
] into ‘substantial parallel-

ism and the third element be gadapted to'beex-
tended ‘to bridge said ‘pair 6f" elements a socket
on one of said pair of elements to receiv an edge
of the third mentioned ‘element; & sockét’ on ‘the
third mentioned element adapted to receive an
" edge-of the ‘other-of ‘said pair-of elements, Hinks
plvotally connect ,between ‘orie of said‘pair of
elements-and’ the" thlrd ment1oned element and
between the other of: sald pa1r of elements ‘and
said-third* element detachabl 'nsmn 1atch con-
fiections Bétween one-of said pair of ‘elemietits and
said, third mentioned element angd between\. the
other of said pair of ele; ‘

30

lements may
may be folded

ment with one
the ‘lateh ‘connections *t ( “thesaid three
elements in-folded conditioi; sa tensro latches
extending, substantially perpendmular i
socket carrymg elements o

edge of the front leg is located;*braces p1votally
secured” to the seht: thefront -and -back
legS\remotlerom socket a p1votally moeurited
riotehied Jateh engagingia - projéction’ extending
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between the seat and the combined back and back
leg and establishing a breakable connection be-
tween the two, and a pivotally mounted notched
latch engaging a projection extending between the
front leg and the seat and establishing a break-
able connection between the two, the first men-
tioned latch extending in alignment with the seat
and the second mentioned latch extending in
alignment with the front leg.

4. A collapsible utility furniture piece adapted
to be used as a chair, including a combined back
and back leg, a front leg, a seat extending between
the front leg and the combined back and back
leg, a transverse socket extending across the front
of the combined back and back leg in which the
adjacent edge of the seat is located, a socket ex-
tending across the seat adjacent the front edge
on the underside thereof in which the adjacent
edges of the front leg is located, a pivotally
mounted notched latch engaging a projection ex-
tending between the seat and the combined back
and back leg and establishing a breakable con-
nection between the two, a pivotally mounted
notched latch engaging a projection extending
between the front leg and the seat and establish-
ing a breakable connection between the two, the
first mentioned latch extending in alignment with
the seat and the second mentioned latch extend-
ing in alignment with the front leg, and diagonal
pivoted braces extending between the seat and
legs.
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5. A collapsible utility furniture piece including
a pair of spaced elements and a third element ex-
tending between said pair of elements, pivotally
connected links extending between points on said
pair of elements and points on said third element
remote from the points of engagement of said pair -
of elements with said third element, a socket mem-
ber on one of said pair of elements for receiving
the edge of the third element, a socket member on
said third element for receiving the edge of the
other of said pair of elements, a tension latch piv-
oted adjacent one of its ends on one of said pair of
elements and detachably engaged adjacent its
other end with said third element, a tension latch
pivoted adjacent one of its ends on said third
element and detachably engaged adjacent its
other end with the other of said pair of elements,
the first mentioned tension latch extending sub-
stantially at richt angles to said third menticned
element and the second mentioned tension latch
extending substantially at right angles to the
member of the pair of elements with which it is
detachably engaged, whereby any force applied to
any of said elements at any point thereon tending
to change the relative positions of said elements
will place said latches under tension to prevent
the collapse of said elements. -

ROBERT P. BREESE.




