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M\ inivention 1e]¢1tes to saliva e]ectms and
paxtlcuhrly to an ejector ‘of the suction or
siphon type intended for use by dentists and
others to prevent the accumulaﬂon of saliva
in the oral cavity. ,

An object of this 1nventlon is to provide
an ejector which is adjustable to suit differ-
ent.conditions of use and to accommodate the
device for different persons upon whom 1t 18
used.

A further ob]emL residesin p10v1dm 3
cushioned support so that the ejector struc-
ture can be suppor ted and carried entirely by

the lower teeth of the person to \VhObe mouth

1t 1s fitted.

‘Another object is to provide a guard at the
intake end of the ejector which will strain
the fluids to exclude particles which might

cause clogging and- which at the same time.

permits a cloge adjustment of the intake noz-
zle without danger of sucking up or other-
wise injuring or dlStluban the tlssues In ‘the
mouth.

Still another: obJect lies in prov1d1nfr a
structure which is of such construction that

the several parts thereot can be readily dis-

assembled for cleaning and sterilization, the
construction being such that my 1mproved

ejector can be made up entirely of materials

which will resist the accumulation of germs
and which can be readlly cleaned and steri-
lized.

With the above and other ob]ects in v1ew, :

which will be apparent to- those skilled in

the art, my invention includes certain novel

features of construction and combinations of
parts which will be set forth in connection
with the drawing. '

In the dmwma

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of an
eJector constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. :

Fig. 2 is a view similar to Figure 1 with
parts in section.

Fig. 8 is a detail view of the suction point.

FlO' 4isa view in elevation of the gnard.

FIO 5 is a transverse sectional view on the
line 5—5 of Figure 1.

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 4 showmcr
a modified form of guard.

I am aware that sahva ejectors are now
well known and are commonly used by den-
tists anid others.operating or working in the
oral cavity, and my improved saliva ejector
is intended and adapted for connection and
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use Wlth the usual suction or s1phon tube as
now commonly employed.
" A crooked or curved tube 1 is: -adapted to

have the suction tube connected in any suita- .

ble manner on the end 2 thereof and is pro-

vided with a socket 3 at its remaining end to -

receive the suction point 4.  In’ the _present
instance I have shown this end 8 as being

internally screw threaded and the suction

point 4 is prowded with'an externally thread-
ed portion 5 to be turned into the screw
threaded end 3, a shoulder 6 on the suction

point being knurled or milled to permit

ready fvrnlno of the suction point into and
out of the threaded end 3. This suction
point has a relatively small saliva suction
opening 7 formed from end to end there-
through, and has a nozzle end 8 projecting

beyond the knurled shoulder 6; an externally |
screw threaded portion 9 being provided be-

tween the nozzle 8 and the shoulder 6.
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~ A guard 10 is provided with an- 1nte1nwlly" :

threaded sleeve 11 adapted to be screwed
upon-the threaded portion 9 of the suction
point, and this guard. is, in the preferred

-embodiment, shown as made up of a piece of

wire mesh of smaller gauge than the hole or
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passage 7.through the ‘suction point, the wire.

mesh being shaped up to present substan-
tially a ball form around the nozzle 8 with
the Wne mesh closely adjacent the intake
end of the nozzle.
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A sleeve 12 is slightly fitted over the end ~

2 of tube 1 to be ad)ustable along the straight

extent thereof, this sleeve havme; the elon@at- :

ed slits 13 formed in parallel spaced relation
through one side thereof to provide a resil-
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ient strlp 14 which is bent in slightly to fric-

tionally engage with the tube 1 and hold the
sleeve in adjusted positions. At its upper
end the sleeve 12 has a hook 15 bent over to
fit “within  and substantially conform to the
curve of the tube 1, and a protective cover-
ing 16, which can be'a tube of soft rubber
or of other suitable material;is fitted upon
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this hook 15 and extends beyond the ‘end -~

-thereof.

In Fig. 6 I have vhown a ‘modified con-
structlon of the guard, and in this instance .-

the guard is made up 4 as a hollow ball 17 of

01ass, metal, or other  suitable: material, .
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having a plmahty of perforations 18 there.

through, the perforations being preferably
of less diameter than the opening or p‘lssage 7
through the suctwn nozzle.
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R 'Wheré‘the tube 1 and the guard 17 are of

- glass or similar material, it may be found
~desirable to:also construct the suction point of
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glass, and with this construction it will prob-

-ably be found necessary to taper the suction
point-adjacent its ends and correspondingly-
. taper the end of tube 1 and the opening of
guard 17 -adapted to receive and be’ fitted
‘upon the suction point; however, as such
~substitution of frictional fitting for screw

threaded connection is old and well known

I have not here illustrated this adaptation.
In the use of my improved saliva ejector

the tube 1 has its end 2 connected with the

‘stietion: hose in the usual manner ‘and’ the

sleeve 12 1s adjusted along the tube to such

arelation that the hook 15 is positioned with-
- in the curve of the suction tube 1 to engage
over the lower teeth and support the entire
weight of the instrument. - This adjustment
is preferably so.made that the guard: 10 will"

bear slightly upon the tissue of the mouth;

.. this pressure causing the tissue to cup down

2

to form a well'in which the intake end of the

‘nozzle 8 of-suction’ point.4 projects. The
guard 10 prevents stoppage of -the passage 7'
- by particles being drawn into the suction
~point, and at the same time guards against
= the mouth ‘tissues ‘being sucked -up against
30 i | :

this point..

- From the foregoing it will be seen that I
" have provided-a saliva ejector which is of
simple and inexpensive construction, thus

being readily disassembled for cleaning and
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‘ sterilizihg and one which will serve eﬂiciéntly
to take up and eject saliva without permitting-
‘accumulation ‘of the same; ‘ ’
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While I have herein shown and'described

‘only ‘certain specific constructions and em-
‘bodiments .of ‘my-invention and have sug-
“gested only-certain possible modifications of
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the “construction and assembly and certain -

‘possible substitutions of materials, it will be
‘appreciated that changes and variations can
be made in the form, construction, assembly,
‘and- the materials, without departing -from

the spirit and scope of my invention,
+Trelaimy,

ings therethrough relatively smaller than the

suction passage, a supporting hook ‘adjust-
ably mounted and frictionally held upon the
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. A saliva ejector comprising a suction tube

~to be connected at one end with a suction hose
-and having its remaining end bent over to be -
fitted within a mouth, a suction point carried

“by the bent end of the suction tube and having
‘a_suction passage therethrough, a gnard in-
closing the suction point and having open-
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hose connection end of the suction tube, said - -

supporting’ hook being ‘shaped to conform:

substantially with the bend of the suction
tube and to be: fitted .upon the lower:teeth to

60

position the suction point,and acushioncover-.

“ing- on the tooth-engaging portion of the
-su}fporting hook.: : SR
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n testimony:whgre'(")‘fl‘jhe‘re‘i‘mto affix my- 5



