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Thls mvenuon relates to 1mproved scabbards for knives,
stich: as butcher knives. )

The primary object of the invention is to provide more
practical and-efficient scabbards of this kind which more
effectively hold knives inserted therein and provide for
drainage of moisture from knives through the lower ends
of the scabbards, the scabbards having resilient and fric-
tional means for releasably retaining knives therein in a
non—rattlmg and secure but easily removable manner.

.-Another object ;of . the “invention is to provide knife
scabbards of the character indicated above which can be
made in well ﬁmshed _rugged, and serviceable forms at
relatlvely 1ow cost,

-Other. 1mportant objects and advantageous features of
the mventlon will be .apparent from the following descrip-

tion, and the accompanying drawings, wherein, for the pur-

poses of illustration only, a specific form of the invention
is set forth in detail.

- In the. drawmgs .

-Figure .1 is an: outboard - perspective v1ew of a knife
scabbard of the . mventlon, showmg the same suspended
from a_waist belt which is shown in phantom lines.

Flgure 2 is an enlarged vertical transverse section taken
on the line 22 of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an enlarged horizontal sectlon taken on
the line 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is.an outboard perspective view of another
zform of the invention,

Fxgure 5'is‘an enlarged vertlcal transverse section taken
on ‘line-5—5 of Figure 4. -

Flgure 6'is an enlarged honzontal section taken on the
lme 6—6 of Flgure 4,

< Referring 'in detail to the drawmgs, wherein like or
similar numerals designate like parts throughout the sev-
eral views, and first to Figures 1 to-3 thereof, the knife

‘scabbard theréin shown and generally designated 10, com-

prises a sheath 12, and a clamping and wedging slide
14 therein, both made of resilient sheet material, pref-
erably aluminum.

The sheath 12 comprises a vertically elongated back
plate 16 which has downwardly converging side edges
18, an upper edge 20, and a lower edge 22. A belt hook
or clip 24 has a lower edge 26 secured by a horizontal
‘hinge 28 to the upper edge 20 of the back plate 16 for sus-
pending the scabbard, as from a waist belt 30 of a wearer
of the scabbard.

On the side edges 18 of the back plate 16 and extending
outboardly therefrom are downwardly and inboardly ta-
pering side flanges 32 which are at right angles to the back
plate 16 and have on and extending the length of their
outboard edges, right angularly retaining inturned flanges
34. The retaining flanges 34 extend upwardly from the
lower edges 36 of the side flanges 32 to the lower ends
of outboardly declining edges 38 on the upper ends of the
side flanges 32. ‘The declining edges 38 result from cut-
ting down the upper ends of the side flange 32 to facili-
tate access to the interior of the sheath 12.
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The clamping slide 14 comprises a flat vertically elon-
gated plate 40 having downwardly converging side. edges
42 of the same angulation as the side flanges 32 and ar-
ranged to slidably. and frictionally wedge against the in-
ner sides of the side flanges 32 behind the retaining flanges
34. The plate 40 has a lower edge 44 and its upper edge
terminates in an inboardly and downwardly curved hori-
zontal resilient knife-engaging lip 46.  As chown in phan-
tom lines in Figure 1, a knife 48, such as a butcher knife,
and having a handle 50 and a blade 52, is securably
engaged in the scabbard 10 by passing the blade 52 down-
wardly in-the sheath 12 with the blade 52 between the
back plate 16 and the retaining lip 46 until the handle 50
jambs or wedges :between the back plate 16 and the re-
talmng lip. In this Jammg or wedging action, the slide
14 is forced downwardly in the sheath and outboardly
into engagement with the retaining flanges 34, so as to
produce frictional wedging engagement between the slide
and the retaining flanges and between the side edges 42
of the slide and the side flanges 34 of the sheath 12, so
that the slide is arrested, and the knife handle is clamped
or wedged between the back plate 16 and the resilient
lip 26. The knife 48 is thereby securely held in the
scabbard. Upward pull on the knife handle 50 serves
to elevate and loosen the slide 14, and thereby increase
the space between the lip 46 and the back plate 16, and
free the knife handle 50 to be pulled out of the sheath 12.

The form of the invention shown in Figures 4 to 6,
and ‘generally designated 102, comprises a sheath 122
and a slide 142 substantially ‘similar to those shown in
Figures 1 to 3 and designated by similar primed numerals,
but has in:addition, a second or inboard slide 60, posi-
tioned between the sheath back wall 162 and the outboard
slide 142,

The second or mboard slide 60 comprises a flat, ver-
tically elongated plate 62 having downwardly converging
side edges 64 on and along which are outboardly ex-
tending right angular downwardly tapered side flanges
66 whose. outer sides bear against the inner sides of the
sheath side flanges 322, and stop descent of the inboard
slide 60 at a level above the limit of descent of the out-
board slide 142, as shown in Figures 4 and 5. The side
flanges 66 of the inboard slide 60 have downwardly and
inboardly tapered outboard edges 68 which bear slidably.
and frictionally against the back or inboard sides of the
retaining flanges 34e.

The outboard slide 14® is similar to the slide 14 of
Figures 1 to 3, except that it is narrower than the slide
14 and has its side edges 422 bearing slidably and wedg-
ingly agdinst .the inner sides of the side flanges 66 of
the inboard slide 60, instead of against the sheath side
flanges 32%, and the width of the outboard slide 69 is
such that it occupies a position in the sheath 122 lower
than that of the inboard slide 60, with its resilient lip 46>
spaced below a similar resilient lip 7¢ on the upper end
of the outboard slide 60.

In the scabbard 162 of Figures 4 to 6, outboard and
inboard knife receiving pockets or compartments are
provided between the outboard slide 142 and the inboard
slide 60, and between the inboard slide 60 and the back
plate 162 of the sheath 122 respectively, for accommodat-
ing, in substantially the manner hereinabove described,
relatively short knives 72 and relatively long knives 74,
respectively.

While I have shown and described herein specific em-
bodiments of my invention, it is to be understood that
any change or changes in the forms of and in relative
arrangements of components can be made within the
scope of the invention, as defined by the claims appended
hereto.



> 2,908,171

3

What is claimed is:

1. A knife scabbard comprising a sheath having a verti-
cal back plate, downwardly converging and downwardly
tapering vertical side flanges on and projecting forwardly
from said back plate, said side flanges having outboard
edges having laterally inwardly projecting retaining flanges
extending therealong, and slide means freely and slidably
positioned in the sheath between the back plate and the
retaining flanges and having downwardly-converging side
edges capable of wedging relation with said side flanges
at different locations between the back plate and said
retaining flanges, said slide means comprising an outboard
flat slide plate of a thickness substantially less than the
distance between the back plate and the retaining flanges,
said slide means further comprising an inboard flat slide
plate freely positioned in the skeath between the outboard
slide plate and the back plate of the sheath, said inboard
slide plate being of a -thickness substantially less than
the distance between the back plate and the retaining
flanges, said inboard slide plate having vertical side
flanges projecting outboardly therefrom and having out-
board edges to bear against the retaining flanges, said
inboard slide plate side flanges being downwardly con-
vergent for wedging engagement with the side flanges of
the sheath in different positions between the back plate
and the retaining flanges.

2. A knife scabbard comprising a sheath having a verti-
cal back plate, downwardly converging and downwardly
tapering vertical side flanges on and projecting forwardly
from said back plate, said side flanges having outboard
edges having laterally inwardly projecting retaining flanges
extending therealong, and slide means freely and slidably
positioned in the sheath between the back plate and the
retaining flanges and having downwardly converging side
edges capable of wedging relation with said side flanges
at different locations between the back plate and said
retaining flanges, said slide means comprising an outboard
flat slide plate of a thickness substantially less than the
distance between the back plate and the retaining flanges,
said slide means further comprising an inboard flat slide
plate freely positioned in the sheath between the outboard
slide plate and the back plate of the sheath, said inboard
slide plate being of a thickness substantially less than the
distance between the back plate and the retaining flanges,
said inboard slide plate having vertical side-flanges pro-
jecting outboardly therefrom and having outboard edges
to bear against the retaining flanges, said inboard slide
plate side flanges being downwardly convergent for wedg-
ing engagement with the side flanges of the sheath in
different positions between the back plate and the re-
taining flanges, said outboard slide plate being narrower
than the distance between the side flanges of the inboard
slide plate, said outboard slide plate being positioned
between and having downwardly converging side edges
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for wedging engagement with the side flanges of the in-
board slide plate.

3. A knife scabbard comprising a sheath having a verti-
cal back plate, downwardly converging and downwardly
tapering vertical side flanges on and projecting forwardly
from said back plate, said side flanges having outboard
edges having laterally inwardly projecting retaining flanges
extending therealong, and slide means freely and slidably

" positioned in the sheath between the back plate and the
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retaining flanges and having downwardly converging side
edges capable of wedging relation with said side-flanges
at different locations between the back plate and said
retaining flanges, said slide means comprising an outboard
flat slide plate of a thickness substantially less than the
distance between the back plate and the retaining flanges,
said slide means further comprising an inboard flat slide
plate freely positioned in the sheath between the outboard
slide plate and the back plate of the sheath, said inboard
slide plate being of a thickness substantially less than
the distance between the back plate and the retaining
flanges, said inboard slide plate having vertical side
flanges projecting outboardly therefrom and having out-
board edges to bear against the retaining flanges, said in-
board slide plate side flanges being downwardly con-
vergent for wedging engagement with the side flanges of
the sheath in different positions between the back plate
and the retaining flanges, said outboard slide plate being
narrower than the distance between the side flanges of
the inboard slide plate, said outboard slide plate being
positioned between and having downwardly converging
side edges for wedging engagement with the side flanges
of the imboard slide plate, and inboardly projecting re-
silient lips on the upper ends of the outboard and in-
board slide plates, the lip on the inboard slide plate
serving to engage and space the inboard slide plate' away
from the back plate of the sheath and facilitate downward
insertion for a knife in the pocket defined between: the
inboard plate and the back plate, and the lip on the out-
board slide plate serving to engage and space the out-
board slide plate from the inboard slide plate and facilitate
downward insertion of a knife in-the pocket defined be-
tween the outbaoard slide plate and the inboard slide plate.
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