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This invention relates to improvements in hairpins.

An object of the present invention is the provision of a
hairpin having parallel legs connected together at adja-
cent ends and including handle means by means of which
the frec ends of the legs may be easily separated to form
an entrance between said legs for hair.

Another object is the provision of a hairpin having
parallel legs with one leg longer than the other and handle
means on the shorter leg which make it possible to open
the pin by inserting the longer leg beneath the user’s hair
and pulling outwardly on said handle means.

- Hairpins that-may be opened for the insertion of hair
therein are known in the prior art, such as, for example,
disclosed in United States Patent No. 1,187,285, dated
June 13, 1916. Such pins are like tongs having short
handles near one end extending from a pivot point, and
relatively long legs or jaws extending from the opposite
side of the pivot point. With this arrangement, it is
necessary to apply considerable pressure against the short
handles in order to open the long legs at the free ends
thereof. As hairpins are not made from very strong ma-
terial, this relatively great pressure tends to deform the
pin. Furthermore, if an attempt is made to open the pin
as the legs thereof are being moved through the user’s
hair, the legs may bend rather than open when the short
handles are pressed together. .

A hairpin according to the present invention is con-
structed with handle means so connected to one of the legs
thereof that comparatively little force is required to sepa-
rate the legs. In addition to this, the other leg is made 2
little longer than the leg to which the handle means is
connected in order to form a toe which may be first
inserted in the user’s hair, and after which the handle
means is pulled cutwardly to open the pin. The handle
means is connected to the free end of the shorter leg,
and yet it is located near the interconnected ends of the
legs. Thus, the handle does not obstruct the normal
use of the pin in association with hair rollers and the
like. Another advantage of the present hairpin is that
it is not necessary to get a finger between the pin and
the user’s head in order to open the pin as is the case
with the prior hairpins mentioned above.

The present hairpin comprises first and second legs ex-
tending substantially parallel to each other and connected
together at adjacent ends thereof, the opposite end of the
first leg. extending outwardly longitudinally beyond the
adjacent opposite end of the second leg to form a foe,
and a handle connected to the second leg adapted to be
gripped by the user’s fingers to pull said opposite end of
the second leg away from said opposite end of the first
leg after the toe has been placed under some hair to form
an entrance between the legs for the hair, said legs spring-
ing together to grip the hair when the handle is released.

Fxamples of this invention are illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of a preferred form of
hairpin; .

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the hairpin of FIG-
URE 1, said pin being shown in the open position ready
to receive some hair therein;

FIGURE 3 is a side elevation of an alternative form
of hairpin; and

FIGURE 4 is a side elevation of another alternative
form of the invention,
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Referring to FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawings, 10 is
a hairpin comprising first and second, or outer and inner,
legs 12 and 13 which extend substantially parallel to each
other. These legs are connected together at adjacent ends,
as indicated at 5. The hairpin may be formed of indi-
vidual parts secured together, but it is preferable to form
it of a single strip of springy material, such as wire or
spring steel. The free end of leg 12 extends outwardly
longitudinally beyond the adjacent free end 16 of leg 13
to form a tongue 18. A handle 20, which in this ex-
ample, is in the form of a loop, is connected to the free
end 16 of leg 13 by means of a connector 21.

When hairpin 19 is formed of a single strip of springy
material, as preferred, the strip is bent back on itself at
24 to form the adjacent ends 15 of legs 12 and 13, said
legs being substantially parallel to each other. The strip
is formed with a second bend 25 at the free end 16 of
leg 13 and extends back along said leg to form connector
21. The strip is then bent into a loop to form handle 29.

When it is desired to use hairpin 10, the user grips
handle 20 between two fingers and moves tongue 18 under
some of the hair to be gripped by the pin. FIGURE 2
shows the tongue under some hair 28. Then handle 28
is pulled in a direction outwardly from leg 12 and said
bair. As the handle is connected to the free end 16 of
leg 13, this leg moves away from leg 12 to form an en-
trance 28 for the hair, see FIGURE 2. The connection
of the handle to the free end of leg 13 ensures positive
movement of said end, and very little effort is required
for this movement. Once the hairpin has been moved into
position relative to the hair, the user releases handle 29,
at which time leg 13 springs back towards leg 12 to grip
the hair therebetween. The hairpin is removed by grip-
ping handle 20 and drawing the pin longitudinally in the
direction of the joined leg ends 15. The pull on handle
29 tends to separate the pin legs, thereby making it rela-
tively easy to remove the pin.

FIGURE 3 illustrates an alternative form of hairpin
19a. This pin is the same as pin 10, excepting that in
place of loop handle 20, the strip of material forming
the hairpin is bent outwardly at 30 at the free end of
connector 21, to form a handle 32 projecting straight out
from leg 13 and in a direction away from leg 12. Handle
32 is gripped when it is desired to use hairpin 18a, and
this pin otherwise functions the same as pin 10.

FIGURE 4 illustrates a hairpin 105 which is slightly
different frem the other two pins. In this example, the
handle comprises a soft Tubber pad 35 secured to the free
end of connector 21. This pad is large emough to be
gripped in order to act as a handle for the hairpin, but it is
relatively small, Its softness and ifs size eliminate any
discomfort to the wearer if the hairpin is used at night.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A hairpin comprising first and second legs extending
side by side substantially parallel to each other and con-
nected together at adjacent ends thereof, the opposite end
of the first leg extending outwardly longitudinally beyond
the adjacent opposite end of the second leg to form a toe,
means at the connected ends resiliently urging said legs
towards each other to bring them substantially into con-
tact, a handle in the form of a loop located near the con-
nected ends of the legs and projecting outwardly from
said legs, and a comnector extending from the handle to
said opposite end of the second leg to connect the handle
thereto, said handle being adapted to be gripped by the
user’s fingers to pull said opposite end of the second leg
away from said opposite end of the first leg after the toe
has been placed under some hair to form an entrance
between the legs for the hair, said legs springing together
to grip the hair when the handle is released.

2. A hairpin comprising a single strip of springy ma-
terial having a first bend forming side by side substan-



3

tially pa'rallel first and second legs; said first bend Tesil-
iently urging:said legs towards: each. other to. bring them: -

.-substantially into. contact, the end. of the first-leg remote
from the  first:bend: extending ‘outwardly: longitudinally
beyond the .end of the second leg remote from said first
bend; said strip having.a second. bend at said remote end
of the second leg-to form a connector extending back sub:

stantially ‘parallel to the second:lég;. and. a- handlé -cons: -
nected to an end.of the:connector remoté fromsaid Sec-. -

ond bend, and ‘projecting laterally. from -said: legs-suffi:
ciently to be gripped by the user’s:fingers in_order that

~-said remote end: of the second:leg can ‘be pulled. away
from ‘said’ remote end:of the first:leg after-the toe has:
been:placed under ‘some -hair to:form:an“entrance be-
“tween-the “legs: for -the. hair; ‘said legs sprlngmg together'

to grip the-hair when :the handle -is released:
3.%A hairpin as claimed in claim 2 iniwhich the handle

is~adjacent said first bend. and is-in- the: form-of‘a loop:

4.:A hairpin as claimed-in claim 2 in which ‘the handls

-~ is 'adjacent said first bend: and is.in the form of asmall’,

soft rubber pad.

75.7A-hairpin’ corriprlsmt7 a smgle strip of sprmgy mas;
terial ‘having a first- bend . forming side by side - substan-:

tially ‘parallel first and ‘second legs,  said first- bend resil-:
iently urging said.legs:towards each -other to- bring them

- substantially into contact, the¢ end of-the ‘first leg remote.
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~from- the: first- bend extendmg outwardly Iongltudmally:..
beyond the: end of the. second leég remote from:said frst
bend; said strip havmg a second bend:at-said temote end: *

of-the :second 'leg: to form - connector-extending - back g
' 5 ~substantially paralle]l”to ‘the: second leg, and.a handle in

the-form. of -a loop-adjacent: said first bend and-conriected:
* to-an end-of-thé ‘connector: remote: from: said: second bend.

hair’ to:form.an -entrance. between the. legs' for:the hair, .~ -
- said legs springing together to grlp the halr when the R

handle is released . : o S :
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and projecting outwardly:from said legs, said handle being .
adapted: to-be -gripped by the users firigers to pull’. sald,,: :
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of the first leg after the toe has been placed under some .~



