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To all whom it invay concern. 
Be it known that I, SCOTT GEYER, of Rock 

port, in the county of Essex, State of Massa 

IO 

chusetts, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in a Dumping Device for 
Wessels, of which the following is a descrip 
tion Sufficiently full, clear, and exact to enable 
any person skilled in the art or science to 
which said invention appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a lighter pro 
vided with my improved dumping device; Fig. 
2, a perspective view of one of the platforms. 

Like letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the different figures of the 
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drawings. 
My invention relates especially to means 

for dumping or unloading the deck-loads of 
lighters or similar burdensome vessels, it be 
ing particularly adapted for use for unload 
ing granite blocks or stone in building break 
Waters. 
The nature and operation of the improve 

ment will be readily understood by all con 
versant with such matters from the following 
explanation. 

In the drawings, A represents the lighter 
considered as a whole, which may be of any 
suitable form and construction and provided 
With any suitable propelling-power. A series 
of platforms B are pivoted to the rail or bul 
wark d of the lighter, their inner ends resting 
upon the deck fand their outer ends project 
ing over said rails. Any number of these 
platforms may be employed. The platforms 
are preferably constructed of four beams g, 
arranged in paralleilsm and planked laterally 
ath, a diagonal course of sheathing or facing i 
being secured to said planking. The ends of 

- the beams project beyond the planking and 
are provided severally with screw-eyes i, in 
which chains k are secured, said chains being 
connected by a ring m. On the under side 
of the beams g eyes p are secured, through 
which a bolt q, working in suitable eyes on 
the deckf, may be passed to fasten the plat 
forms in position. Straps , bolted to the 
rails, pass over the top thereof and form loops 
t, in which eyes v on the beams work, said 
loops and eyes forming the hinges for said 
beam. The platforms, when disposed in this 
position on the lighter, receive the load of 
granite or other material D instead of dispos 
ing the same on the deck f in the ordinary 
ale. , 

To dump the load, the bolts q are withdrawn, 
freeing the platforms, and the hook at of a 
sheave-block ac, running on a derrick-rope in 
the ordinary manner, is inserted in the ring 
m. The inner end of the platform is elevated 
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by this means until above the plane of the 
rail, when the load on said platform will read 
ily slide therefrom into the water. 

It is designed to elevate the platform atop 
posite sides of the vessel conjointly, in order 
to prevent the same careening should the load 
be discharged at one side only. 
Having thus explained my invention, what 

I claim "is 
The vessel A, having rail-loops t, the plat 

form B, provided with the eyes v, working in 
said loops, mechanism for securing the inner 
end of said platform to the vessel-deck, and 
the lifting-chains k, secured to said platform, 
all being arranged to operate substantially as 
described. 

SCOTT GEYER. 
Witnesses: - 

ZENO A. APPLETON, 
ASA. F. TARR. 

65 


