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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joserm P. Rearpox,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Cleveland, in the county of
Cuyahoga and State of Ohio, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Towel-Sterilizers; and I hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it per-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in towel sterilizers.

The object of this invention is to provide
a device of this character which will thor-
oughly steam the towels so as to secure com-
plete sterilization of the same but which will
not soak or wet the towels.

My invention, therefore, consists in cer-
tain new and useful features of construction
and combination of parts as described in the
specification, pointed out in the claims and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a view in elevation showing a device em-
bodying my invention with the cover raised.
Fig. 2 1s a central section of the same on the

~ line 2—2, Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a section on line
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3—3, Fig. 1, with part broken away.

Again referring to the drawings 1 repre-
sents the base of the machine, which is pref-
erably provided with a flange 3. On the
base 1 is mounted the outer shell or casing
of the sterilizer which may be either cir-
cular or rectangular in cross section, and as
shown in the drawings, consists of a cylin-
drical portion 4 which is adapted to fit over
the flange 3 on the base. A distance up
from the bottom of the cylinder is arranged
a water-tight bottom 6 so that the upper
part of the casing forms a water chamber
and the lower part forms a heating chamber.
In the heating chamber is mounted a burner
2. An opening 7 is formed in the bottom 6
and an opening 8 in the side of the casing
4 to which are connected small sections of
pipe 9 and 10, between which is arranged a
gage glass 11.  The bottom of the glass 11 is
arranged to extend a little below the bottom
6 so that the exact level of the water in the
casing 4 will always be apparent through
the glass. In the lower part of the casing
4 is formed an opening 12 in line with the
burner 2. Outside of and in proximity to
the said opening is arranged a reflector 13,
which may be formed of an ordinary mirror,

which is arranged at a convenient angle to
give a reflection of the burner to one look-
ing down thereon. This will enable the
height of the flame to be adjusted without
stooping down and actnally looking into the
lower part of the casing.

Within the water chamber is arranged a
conical-shaped receptacle 15 having an im-
perforate bottom and provided at its top
with a small beading 16 which is adapted to
rest on the upper edge of the casing 4.
A series of perforations 17 are formed in
the receptacle 15 near the upper part there-
of, the object of which will appear here-
after. In the lower part of the receptacle 15
is arranged a perforated plate 18 which is
supported on legs 19 so that it stands a
slight distance above the bottom of the said
receptacle. The receptacle 15 is provided
with a hinged cover 21 and on the under
side thereof is mounted an inclined plate 22
which is approximately equal in diameter
to the diameter of the cover and is mounted
on the cover in a manner such as to prevent
the steam having access to the inner face of
the cover. The plate 22 is provided with a
series of corrugations arranged on each side
of the vertical center line of the plate when
the cover is raised and the saic corruga-
tions are inclined downwardly toward said
center line and form a series of channels 23
which serve to collect the water of conden-
sation which is deposited on the plate when
the cover is closed and when the cover is
raised the water runs down the channels 28
to the center line of the plate. Below the
center line of the plate 22 on the side of
the receptacle 15 is mounted a small cup 24
which catches the water from the plate 22
and returns it to the outer casing. A parti-
tion 26 is arranged within the receptacle
15 and serves to separate the fresh fowels
from the towels that have been used, the
used towels being placed at one side of the
partition and the fresh towels being drawn
out on the opposite side.

By the arrangement of the features of
my invention it is possible to thoroughly
sterilize the towels without the towels being
impregnated with water, for as the steam
is admitted only at the top of the recep-
tacle, just sufficient steam enters the recep-
tacle to thoroughly sterilize the towels with-
out the towels becoming soaked with the
water. Also my arrangement of draining
the water from the top of the cover pre-
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cover onto the towels, which has heretofore
been a serious defect in devices of this kind.
Also the arrangement of the parts of the
device permit the same to be taken apart
and thoroughly cleaned when desired.

What I claim is:—

1. In a sterilizer a water chamber, means
for heating the water therein, a receptacle
removably mounted in said water chamber
and provided with an imperforate bottom
and having a series of perforations near
the top thereof, a cover for closing the top
of said receptacle and a division wall ex-
tending from side to side of the receptacle
and spaced a distance above said bottom of
said Treceptacle and a distance below the
cover of said receptacle, for the purpose set
forth.

9. In a sterilizer a water chamber, means
for heating the water therein, a receptacle
provided with perforations supported in said
water chamber, a condensing plate arranged
across the top of said receptacle and pro-
vided with a double series of corrugations,
one series of corrugations being arranged on
either side of the vertical center line of said
plate when said plate is in a vertical posi-
tion and being inclined downwardly toward
said center line, for the purpose set forth.

3. In a sterilizer the combination of a
casing provided with a water chamber,
means for heating said chamber, a towel re-
ceptacle removably arranged within said
water chamber and provided with a series
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of openings near the top thereof, a cover for
said receptacle, a plate arranged on the un-
der side of said cover and provided with
drainage channels for the condensed water
and a cup mounted on the inside of said re-
ceptacle for catching the water from said
plate when the cover is lifted and return-
ing it to the water chamber.

4. A sterilizer comprising a casing having
a water chamber and a heating chamber, a
burner arranged within the heating cham-
ber, a reflector mounted in proximity to said
opening on the outside thereof, a gage ar-
ranged for indicating the height of water
in said water chamber, a receptacle arranged
within the water chamber and provided
with a series of perforations near the top
thereof, a support arranged in the lower
part of the last-named receptacle a distance
above the bottom thereof, a cover for said
receptacle, an inclined plate secured on the

inside of said cover and provided with

drainage channels and a cup mounted on
the inside of said receptacle for receiving
the water from the drainage channels when
the cover is lifted and returning the same
to the water chamber.

In testimony whereof, I sign the foregoing
specification, in the presence of two wit-
nesses.

JOSEPH P. REARDON.
Witnesses:

Vicror C. Lyncw,
N. L. McDoNNELL.
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