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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, CLAUs FREESE, a sub-
ject of the Emperor of Germany, and a resi-
dent of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Attachments for Car-Steps, of

which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description, reference being had to the ac-

‘companying drawings, forming a part hereof.

My invention has for its object to provide
a useful and novel construction in an attach-
ment for car-steps; and the nature thereof
consists in a movable platform provided with
sidefbars, said device adapted to be drawn
below the level of the steps, and other details
in the construction, as will be hereinafter
more fully deseribed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my invention as applied to the ordi-
nary car-step. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tion thereof, and Fig. 3 is a side view of a
modification of my invention.

Referring to the drawings by numbers, 1
represents the ordinary car-step.

2-is a movable platform, which, when in
use, is lowered orpulled down below the level
of the steps. To this platform 2 are secured
two curved arms 3, the free ends of which are
bent at right angles therewith, as shown at
4, which bears against the rear portion of the
steps and holds the platform when in its lower
position.

To the inner sides of the frame supporting
the steps 1 aresecured guide-pieces 5, having
lips 6 formed thereon, within which the curved
rods move, and at the same time hold them
firmly in position. _

7 represents a piece secured to the stepsin
rear of guides 5, and having formed therein
holes, through whieh the curved arms move.
To this piece 7 is secured a lateh 8, which,
when the platform is raised, passes through
the opening 9 in the platform,and afterward
turn, holding the same in a locked position,
as shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The

curved arms 3 aresomewhat smaller, as shown
at 10, by which means they are allowed to
pass through the narrow portion of the guide 5
in closing.

In Fig. 3 a modification of my invention is
In this construetion I attach guides

shown.

11 to opposite sides of the steps by bolts or
otherwise, which guides have a groove 15,
through which the curved bars 15 move. 12
represents a movable platform having two
curved arms13attached thereto, the free ends
of which are bent, as shown at 14, for the pur-
pose previously described. To the gnides11
is attached a hook 16, which engages an eye
17, secured to the platform, for holding the
same in a closed position when not in use.
In carrying out my invention it will be ob-
served that this device is especially applica-
ble to way-station trains, where the usual
stepping-box now employed at depots cannot

be easily employed.

This device can be easily applied to the or-
dinary car-steps now in use without disfigur-
ing the same and with very little trouble.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— .

1. An attachment for car-steps, consisting
of a movable platform supported by curved
arms, substantially as set forth.

2. An attachment for car-steps, consisting
of a movable platform supported by curved
arms, said platform guided and supported by
guides secured to the step-supporting frame,
substantially as set forth.

3. An attachment for car-steps, consisting
of a movable platform supported by curved
arms, guides secured to the step-supporting
frame, through which the said arm moves,and
a locking device at the rear of the step for
holding the platform in a closed position,sub-
stantially as set forth.

4, An attachment for car-steps, consisting
of a movable platform guided and supported
by curved arms, guides secured to the inside
of the step-supporting frame, through which
the said arms move, and a piece secured to
the rear of the steps having a locking device
secured thereto, which passes through ahole
in the platform and locks thesamein a closed
position, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

. CLAUS FREESE.

Witnesses: :

C. F. KELLER,
A. L. DRUMM.
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