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3,225,984
SUPPORT FOR SAXOPHONES AND SIMILAR
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
Raymond Hyman, 1120 Centennial Road, Narberth, Pa.
Filed July 6, 1964, Ser. No. 380,380
10 Claims. (Cl. 224—5)

This invention relates to a support for musical instru-
ments, such as saxophones and the like.

The primary object of the invention is to provide a
support for a musical instrument comprised of a flat strap
having an upper neck-engaging loop whose flights are
continued to form a pair of lower loops, a slide mounted
between said upper and lower loops and a hook carried
by said lower loops for attachment to the musical instru-
ment, the strap, slide and hook cooperating to produce
an easily adjustable, nonraveling, sturdy support.

Another object of the invention is to provide a support
for a musical instrument of the character described in
which the slide for adjusting the length of the strap com-
prises a pair of members pivoted to each other inter-
mediate their ends, gripping teeth at one of their ends to
engage the flights of the upper loop of the strap, and
spring means normally urging the gripping teeth into en-
gagement with the strap flights whereby by mere appli-
cation of a compressive force with the fingers adjacent
to the ends of the members opposite the gripping teeth,
the slide member is released for repositioning on the strap.

Another object of the invention is to provide a sup-
port for a musical instrument of the character described
in which the instrument-engaging hook includes trans-
versely extending convolutions which slidingly engage and
space the lower strap loops from each other at all times
thereby improving the slide action for adjusting the length
and also preventing raveling of the strap while it is stored
in the instrument carrying case.
~ Another object of the invention is to provide a support
for a musical instrument of the character described in
which the strap is substantially flat and includes spaced
transversely extending rib whereby the gripping action of
the slide is improved and the possibility that the strap
will ravel either in the carrying or stored position is
virtually eliminated.

Another object of the invention is to provide an adjust-
able, nonraveling, strap for a musical instrument which
is simple to manufacture, assemble and repair yet is func-
tional and relatively inexpensive.

These and other objects of the invention will become
more apparent as the following description proceeds in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the present support for
a musical instrument;

FIG. 2 is a group perspective view of the support minus
the instrument hook;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the hook per se;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4 of
FIG. 1; ,
~ FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—S5 of
FIG. 1 and illustrating the closed or gripping position
of the slide;

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. § and illustrating the
open position of the slide;

FIG. 7 is a side view of the support showing a short
adjusted position thereof; and

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 7 showing a long
adjusted position thereof.

Specific reference is now made to the drawings wherein
similar reference characters are used for corresponding
elements throughout.

As seen particularly in FIGS. 7 and 8, the support is
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generally indicated at 10 and consists of three coopera-
tive slements namely, a strap 12, a slide adjuster 14 and
an instrument-engaging hook 16.

The strap is preferably made of nylon, is substantially
flat or in the form of a ribbon and includes longitudinally
spaced, transversely extending ribs 18. The strap is bent
to form an upper neck-engaging loop 28 whose vertical
flights 22 are reversely or upwardly bent to form a pair
of lower loops 24, the inner flights 26 of the lower loops
extending upwardly and being secured adjacent their up-
per or free ends by appropriate means, such as a staple 28.

The slide adjuster comprises a pair of complementary
housing miembers 3¢ and 32, each substantially U-shaped
in cross-section. Thus, member 30 includes a pair of
side flanges 34 and 36 joined by a web 38, a pair of .
transversely aligned holes 40 in the side flanges and a
further end flange 42 extending horizomtally from the
upper edge of the web 38 between the side flanges and
including spaced notches forming pointed gripping teeth
44, Similarly, member 32 contains side flanges 46 and
48 joined by a web 50, a pair of transversely aligned
holes 52 in the side flanges and an upper horizontal
flange 54 having gripping teeth 56.

It will be noted that one of the housing members 32
is wider than the other housing member 30 so that when
assembled, the corresponding side flanges 34, 46 and 36,
48 overlap, but the end gripping flanges 42, 54 are in
substantial horizontal alignment. The fiights 22 of the
strap extend side by side through the slide member be-
tween the overlapped side flanges and the gripping teeth
44, 56 of the end flanges, the housing members 30 and
32 being held together, pivotally, by a pin 58 which ex-
tends through the aligned holes 40, 52 and beneath the
staple 28 between the inner surfaces of the inner flights
26 of the lower loops, the end of the pin 58 being headed
as at 69. A spring 62 is provided, preferably in the form
of a wire having a medial loop 64 and divergent legs 66.
The loop 64 embraces the pin 58 adjacent one side edge
of the strap flights 22 interiorly of the slide member, the
legs 66 bearing on the webs 38 and 50 beneath the pin to
normally spread the lower portions of the housing mem-
bers 30 and 32 beneath the pin 58 apart and thereby
urging the gripping teeth 44 and 46 together and into
engagement with the strap flights 22.

Tt will be seen that the housing members 30 and 32
when assembled are open at their lower ends 68 and the
otter and inner flights 22 and 26 extend therethrough.
The hook 16 is preferably in the form of a rod having
an open hook element 70 in a common plane, the upper
end 72 thereof being bent to form spaced convolutions 74
and 76 which consist of upper transverse spaced, substan-
tially parallel rods 78 and 86 that extend across the strap
and slidably engage the inner surfaces of and separate the
lower loops 24. The rods 78 and 80 lie in planes sub-
stantially perpendicular to that of the hook element 70.
The ends of the convolutions are continuously rounded
and joined by a common lower rod member 82.

In assembly, the flights 22 are extended side by side
between the housing members 30 and 32 after the ends
have been secured by the staple 28 to form the lower
loops 24. Holding the housing members in assembly,
the pin 58 is extended through the set of aligned holes
46 and 52 of the side flanges 34 and 46 and beneath the
stapled ends of the lower loops 24. Before the free end
of the pin 58 is made to extend through the other aligned
holes 40 and 52 of the side flanges 36 and 48, the coil 64
of the spring 62 is positioned on the shank of the pin
and then the free end of the pin is headed or peened.

In use, when the musical instrument is made to engage
the hook 16 and the upper loop 28 is positioned around
the neck of the person, the length of the strap is adjusted
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by pressing the lower ends of the housing members 38 and
32 together against action of the spring 62 to release
the hold of the gripping teeth 44 and 56 on the flights
22, and moving the slide member 14 up or down as de-
sired. To shorten the strap, the slide is moved up, as
seen in FIG. 7, which acts to shorten the upper loop 20
and lengthen the lower loops 24 by moving the pin 58
towards the upper loop or neck of the person. Con-
versely, to lengthen the strap, the slide is moved down,
as seen in FIG. 8, so that the upper loop 20 is lengthened,
the lower loops 24 shortened and the pin 58 moved away
from the neck of the person. Because the strap is flat
or ribbon-like and the hook is provided with spaced
convolutions, the slide adjusting action is smooth and the
possibility that the strap will ravel in the carrying or
stored position is virtually eliminated.

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has
here been shown and described, a skilled artisan may
make minor variations without departing from the spirit
of the invention and the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A support for a musical instrument comprising an
elongated substantially flat, generally vertical strap, hav-
ing a single loop at its upper end opening downwardly and
adapted to embrace a person’s neck and a pair of loops
at its Jower end opening upwardly, a hook member slid-
ably engaging and separating said pair of lower loops
and adapted for removable attachment to a musical in-
strument and a means to adjustably lengthen and shorten
said single upper loop relative to said pair of lower loops,
said means to adjustably lengthen or shorten said loops
including a pair of housing members encompassing said
strap intermediate its ends, a horizontal pin pivotally
joining said housing members and engaging said strap be-
tween said pair of lower loops, gripping means at one end
of said housing members to engage said strap, and spring
means acting on said housing members to normally urge
said gripping means into engagement with said strap.

2. A support for a musical instrument comprising an
elongated substantially flat generally vertical strap hav-
ing a single loop at its upper end opening downwardly and
adapted to embrace a person’s neck and a pair of loops
at its lower end opening upwardly, a hook member
slidably engaging and separating said pair of lower loops
and adapted for removable attachment to a musical in-
strument and a means to adjustably lengthen and shorten
said single upper loop relative to said pair of lower loops,
said hook member being a rod bent to form convolutions
including spaced members engaging the inner surfaces
of and extending across said pair of lower loops, said
means to adjustably lengthen or shorten said loops in-
cluding a pair of housing members encompassing said
strap intermediate its ends, a horizontal pin pivotally
joining said housing members and engaging said strap
between said pair of lower loops, gripping means at one
end of said housing members to engage said strap, and
spring means acting on said housing members to normally
urge said gripping means into engagement with said
strap.

3. A support for a musical instrument comprising an
elongated substantially flat generally vertical strap having
a pair of outer and inner flights thereby forming an upper
downwardly opening loop between said outer flights
adapted to engage a person’s neck and a pair of lower up-
wardly opening loops each between an inner and outer
flight, hook means engaging the inner surfaces of said
pair of lower loops and. adapted for attachment to a
musical instrument, and a means to adjustably lengthen
and shorten said upper loop relative to said pair of lower
loops, said last-named means including a pair of ver-
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tically extending complementary housing members, said
outer fiights extending side by side between said housing
members, a horizontal pin pivotally joining said housing
members intermediate their-ends, said pin extending be-
tween said inner flights and engaging said strap, strap-
gripping means at one end of said housing members, and
spring means acting to urge said gripping means into en-
gagement with said outer flights of said strap.

4. The combination of claim 3 wherein said gripping
means includes opposed, toothed, horizontal flanges at
one corresponding end of said housing members extend-
ing towards said outer flights of said strap.

5. The combination of claim 4 wherein said strap in-
cludes vertically spaced, transversely extending ribs co-
operative with said toothed flanges to. enhance the grip-
ping action.

6. The combination of claim 4 wherein the end of said
housing members opposite said toothed flanges is open
and through it extends the inner and outer flights form-
ing the lower loops, said hook means including spaced
rods extending slidably across the inner surfaces of said
lower loops and serving to keep them separated.

7. The combination of claim 3 wherein said housing
members are substantially U-shaped in cross-section hav-
ing web portions disposed exteriorly of said outer flights
and overlapped vertical side flanges through which said
horizontal pin extends.

8. The combination of claim 7 wherein said gripping
means includes a horizontal toothed flange at the upper
end of each housing member extending toward an outer
flight.

9. The combination of claim 8 wherein the lower end
of said assembled housing members is open and through
it extends the inner and outer flights forming the lower
loops, said spring means including a resilient member
coiled around said horizontal pin and including diver-
gent legs bearing against the webs of said housing mem-
bers beneath said horizontal pin acting to spread said
open lower end of said housing members while urging
said toothed flanges towards each other and against said
outer flights of said strap.

18. A support for a musical instrument comprising an
elongated substantially flat, generally vertical strap, hav-
ing a single loop at its upper end opening downwardly
and adapted to embrace a person’s neck and. a pair of
front and rear loops at its lower end opening upwardly,
a hook member slidably engaging and separating said pair
of lower loops and adapted for removable attachment to
a musical instrument and a means to adjustably lengthen
and shorten said single upper loop relative to said pair
of lower loops, said hook member being a rod bent to
form a hook element in a common vertical plane disposed
beneath and adjacent said front lower loop and convolu-
tions forming elongated eyes extending in vertical planes
substantially perpendicular to that of said hook element
and receiving said front and rear lower loops, said eyes
including substantially parallel upper members spaced
from front to rear extending transversely across and en-
gaging the. inner surfaces of said front and rear lower
loops.
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