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Yo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, AspoN V. PIskorskr,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Automo-
bile-Horns, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ~
"My invention relates to horns or similar
devices designed to be operated by the driver
of ‘an automobile or other vehicle for the
purpose of giving an alarm, and its objects
are, among others, to provide means where-
by the horn may be temporarily rendered in-
operative or “silenced,” and to prevent the
same from being operated by accident or by
malicious or mischievous persons meddling
with the same in the absence of the driver.
It is well known that the tooting of an auto-
mobile horn 1s a nuisance and causes great
discomfort and annoyance to persons in the
immediate vicinity of the horn when con-
tinued for any appreciable length of time.
The fact that automobiles are very exten-
sively used by physicians, tradesmen solicit-
ing orders, or delivering goods and truckmen
or expressmen has given rise to a nuisance
occurring in residential sections of cities due
to the practice of children, and even older

_persons, of operating the horns on the said,

vehicles when found standing in the street
without a driver.

The principal cbject of this invention is
to devise a simple 1nexpensive and effective

» means of abating this nuisance by providing

the horn with means whereby the driver on
leaving the vehicle may quickly and without
disconnecting any of its parts render the
same inoperative so that it cannot be med-
dled with, in the manner above mentioned,
during his absence. '

The invention consists in the construction,

. combination and arrangement of parts here-
* inafter described and claimed and illustrated

in the accompanying drawings.

. In the sﬁidp drawings Figure 1 is a general
perspective view of an automabile horn pro-
vided with a silencer’ embodying the im-
provements. Iig. 2 is a vertical longitudi-
nal section of the silencer taken on the line
2—2 of Fig. 1. Figs. 3 and 4 are details of
the means for operating the cylinder taken
in vertical cross-section
M and G.

The horn H is operated through the tube

through the parts |

1

A by means of the bulb J or uny other suit-
able source of air supply. ’

The parts to which the present improve-
ments relate are located between the horn
and the air supply, and are intended to affect
the said air supply before it reaches the reed
or other sounding device which is located
within the horn proper in the device illus-
trated in the drawings.

The perforated cylinder B fits snugly
inside the tube A and may be-located at any
convenient point. It is held in place by the
lugs E projecting from the inner surface of
the tube A and has a pin G projecting
through the slot A’ in the said tube. The
cylinc?er B is provided with a series of slots
C, and the tube A at this point is provided
with a series of corresponding slots D' nor-
mally located adjacent to the slots C, so that
when the cylinder is rotated these slots will
be brought into alinement and an opening
for the escape of air of suitable area thus
formed. The length of the slot A’, through
which the pin G projects is greater than the
thickness of the said pin, and this difference
corresponds with the distance between the
slots C and D of the cylinder B and tube A
respectively so that when the pin is in one
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end of the slot A’ the said slots C and D are

in alinement and when it is in the other end
they are entirely out of alinement. In this
manner a positive means for opening and
closing the cylinder is provided, 1t being un-
derstood that when the slots are in aline-
ment a large part of the air will escape
therethrough instead of passing to the horn,
and prevent the sounding of the horn when
the bulb J is-compressed. A simple and ef-
fective means of opening and closing the
cylinder is provided in the lock and its co-
operating parts. These paris consist of a
rectanguiar casing L & 1 {o the tube A
and inclesing the pin or plug G, & spring M
mounted under the top of the said casing
above the pin G and the key K. The top of
the casing or cover L, is provided with a
key slot to permit the insertion of the key
K, and this slof is depressed at an angle to
the normal position of the key so that it will
not fall out therethrough when in its nor-
mal position.  The spring M presses the bit
K’ of the key into the notch G’ of the pin
when it has been rotated to that point, and
thus holds it normally in engagement with
the pin, and also prevents roiating of ths
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key as well as accidental movement of the
cylinder. The bit of the key is easily passed
between the converging surfaces of the

spring M and the pin G until it snaps into’

the notch or recess G’ and may be removed
therefrom by the use of 2 little rotary pres-
sure after being raised slightly against the
torsion of the spring. The head of the pin
G is beveled to permit the insertion of the
bit, and covers the portion of the slot A’
not occupied by the shank of the pin.

In the position of the parts shown in Fig.
3 the silencer is closed and the bit of the key
is in the notch G’, which is its normal posi-
tion. When the silencer is opened the key
is rotated so as to move the pin and the cyl-
inder B to the right, and the key may then
be withdrawn and taken away by the driver.

It will be seen that the casing L. may be
in the form of a cylinder surrounding the
tube and provided with open ends so that
the air may escape through the spaces be-
tween it and the tube and the openings in
the tube cannct be closed by the hand, suit-
able lugs being provided in this case to se-
cure sufficient spacing from the tube. The
pin G may also be used without the lock,
and in this case it may be simply threaded
into the cylinder and removed by the driver
by unscrewing it.

What I claim is=— _ :

1. In a device of the character described
the combination of a horn or the like an air
pressure device and a connecting air tube
provided with an opening, a piece of metal
inside the said tube provided with an open-
ing adapted to be brought into alinement
with the opening in the tubs and means for
moving the said piece to bring the ssid open-
ings inte and oub of alinement.

2. In & device of the chars

971,485

said projecting piece and the opening being
equal to the diameter of one of the openings
which are adapted to be alined. v

3. In 2 device of the character described
the combination of a sounding device adapt-
ed to be operated by air pressure, an air pres-
sure device and a tube intermediate the two
provided with a series of openings, a cylin-
der provided with openings within the tube
and means for moving the same to bring the
openings in the cylinder and tube into aline-
ment comprising a pin on the cylinder pro-
jecting through a slot in the tube of greater
length than the diameter of the pin said pin
provided with a notch in the portion which
projects through the tube, & key adapted to
engage said notch amd a spring adapted to
press against the portion of the key which
engages the notch, a casing inclosing the pro-
jecting portion of the pin and spring and an

-opening therein at a point removed from the

pin and spring.

4. In a device of the character described
the combination of a horn or the like, a de-
vice for forcing air thereto for the purpose
of sounding the same, a tube establishing
communication between the two provided
with openings, a cylinder within the tube at
the part which is provided with the open-
ings, adapted to normally close the said
openings, said cylinder being provided with
openings. normally located adjacent to the
openings of the tube, means for preventing
longitudinal movement of the cylinder and
means for rotating the same comprising a
projection on the cylinder extending through
an opening in the tube, seid last mentioned
opening ‘being larger in one dirsction than
the projection to an extent equal o the dis-
tance neesssary to move the cylinder in order
to bring thé openings therein in alinemend

with the frst menticned cpenings of the
the said projec-
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