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To att, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH. B. GOSSMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Hart 
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of 
Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Trunk-Cots, of which 
the following is a specification. . 
This invention relates to trunk-cots, the 

object of the invention being to provide, in 
connection with a trunk or analogous article, 
a foldable cot having brackets removably se 
cured to the opposite ends of the trunk, and 
also having a cot-bottom removably secured 
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at its opposite ends to opposite brackets and 
located above the top line of the trunk, and 
to so construct and organize the parts of the 
cot and the supports therefor that said parts 
of the cot may be quickly removed from the 
trunk and be folded up in such compact form 
as will permit the same to be stored in the 
trunk for transportation. 
A further object of the invention is to fur 

nish an improved, light, and durable cot hav 
ing a resilient bottom and adjustable brack 
ets for supporting said bottom, and the con 
struction and organization of which parts are 
such that the cot may be readily adjusted 
and attached to a trunk having suitable 
bracket-supports, irrespective of the length 
and breadth of said trunk. . 
In the drawings accompanying and form 

ing part of this specification, Figure 1 is a 
plan view of a trunk-cot embodying my pres 
ent invention, a portion of the cot-bottom be 
ing broken away to show more clearly cer 
tain of the details. Fig. 2 is a side view of 
the trunk-cot illustrated in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
a side view, partially in section and on a rela 
tively large scale, of one of the cot-bottom 
supporting brackets, a portion of one of the 
braces being broken away. Fig. 4 is a view 
of a portion of the upper part of one of the 
brackets, as seen from the right hand in Fig. 
3. Fig. 5 is a view of a portion of the end 
wall of the trunk on the same scale as Fig. 3, 
showing the lower bracket-support and a por 
tion of the brace-rod of said bracket; and 
Fig. 6 is a side view of the parts shown in 
Fig. 5, as seen from the right hand in said 
figure. 

Similar character's designate like parts in 
all the figures of the drawings, 

In the preferred form thereof shown most 
clearly in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings the 
trunk-cot comprises a trunk or main sup. 
porting member T, having two bracket sup 
ports or projections 2 and 3, located one above 
the other on or in juxtaposition to each cor 
ner of the trunk, a cot-bottom-supporting 
bracket (designated in a general way by B) 
detachably secured to each of said bracket 
Supports 2 and 3 and having a portion there 
of extended upward beyond the top line of 
the trunk T, and a cot-bottom (designated in 
a general way by C) supported at opposite 
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ends of the trunk T, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described. 
As will be understood by reference to Figs. 

1 and 2 of the drawings, there are four cot 
bottom-supporting brackets arranged in pairs, 
the brackets of one pair being detachably se 
cured to the trunk at one end and the brack 
ets of another pair being similarly secured 
at the opposite end thereof, the brackets of 
each pair being located in close proximity to 
the corners, respectively, of the trunk, and 
inasmuch as the brackets are shown of dul 
plicate construction and organization a de 
tailed description of one of said brackets will 
suffice for all, and it will be understood that 
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like parts of said brackets will be designated 
by similar characters. 

Each cot-bottom-supporting bracket in the 
form thereof most clearly shown in Figs. 2, 
3, and 4 of the drawings comprises two mem 
bers, (designated by d and d",) one of which 
is supported by and is longitudinally adjust 
able relatively to the other member, the one 
d constituting a supporting member for the 
cot-bottom and the one d' constituting a bear 
ing member and supporting the aforesaid 
member d. 
The bearing member d' of the brackets B 

is shown comprising a tubular portion 4, hav 
ing at the inner end thereof an upwardly and 
inwardly extended projection 5, with a hook 
6 at its inner end adapted for engaging the 
upper bracket-supporting member or projec 
tion 2, which is shown as a pin-shaped lug, 
fixed to the upper face of the corner-iron 2' 
of the trunk. This bearing member d is 
shown furnished at the outer end thereof 
with a depending lug. 7, to which is hinged a 
brace 8, which is furnished at the lower end 
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thereof with a hook S', which engages the 
lower bracket-support 3, which is secured to 
the end of the trunk near the corner thereof, 
as will be understood by reference to Figs. 1, 
2, and 5 of the drawings, this lower bracket 
Support, being shown as a plate having a 
hinged clip for engaging the hook-shaped 
end of the brace S. It will be understood, 
however, that the constructions of the two 
bracket-supports may be modified without 
departure from this invention. 
The cot-bottom - supporting member cl is 

shown as a round or other form of rod bent 
at 9 to form two rectangularly-disposed por 
tions 10 and 10", respectively, the one 10 be 
ing adjustably seated in the tubular body 
portion 4 of the bearing member d' and the 
outer end of the other portion 10' being fur 
nished with a slideway, as shown at 1:2, to re 
ceive a slide-bar 13, to which the end of the 
cot-bottom C is removably secured. 
As a means for securing the member (lin 

adjusted position I have shown the member 
(l' furnished with a set-screw 14, which ex 
tends through a screw-threaded bearing in 
the side wall in a portion thereof, and is nor 
Imally seated at its inner end in a notch which 
registers with the said screw-threaded bear 
ing, the body portion 10 of the member cl 
having a series of notches in one side face 
thereof, which notches are preferably equi 
distantly disposed, and facilitates the adjust 
ment of the several members (l of the sev 
eral brackets B, so that said brackets may be 
extended predetermined distances without 
the necessity of measuring. 

For the purpose of bracing the member d 
said member is furnished with a brace 15, 
which is pivotally secured at one end to the 
upper end of the portion 10' of the member 
d, and is furnished at the lower end with a 
tooth-engaging portion 16, and the tubular 
portion 4 of the member d is furnished on 
the upper face thereof with a rack 17, the 
teeth of which are engaged by the tooth-en 
gaging portion of the brace 15. This lower 
tooth-engaging end of the brace 15 is fur 
nished with side flanges adapted for engag 
ing the upper side faces of the rack 17 and 
to prevent accidental displacement of the 
brace 15. 
The Cot-bottom C in the preferred form 

thereof shown most clearly in Fig. 1 com 
prises a series of resilient sections 1S, con 
structed, preferably, of woven wire, which 
Sections are furnished at their adjacent edges 
With strengthening-strips 19 and 19", yield 
ingly secured together by resilient connect 
ors, such as shown at 20, whereby the resili 
ent cot-bottom may be conveniently folded 
up for transportation. 
Each end section of the series of cot-bottom 

Sections is furnished with an attaching-strip 
21, having outwardly-projecting hooks 21, 
Which When the parts of the cot are assem 
bled extend through openings formed verti 
cally through the slide-bar 13, as will be 
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readily understood by reference to Figs. 1 and 
2 of the drawings. 
The resilient connector's 20 between the ad 

jacent strips of the sections 18 of the cot 
bottom practically constitute hinges to facili 
tate the folding of one section over upon the 
other sections. 
The slideways at the upper ends of the arms 

10' of the members d of the brackets are shown 
formed by inturned flanges at opposite sides 
of said arms 10'. It will be obvious, however, 
that the sideways may be formed in any suit 
able manner. 
In assembling the parts of the cot, the brack 

ets 3 are secured to the ends of the trunk, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, after which the slide 
bar 13 is placed in position with its opposite 
ends in the slideways of the two brackets, 
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constituting one pair of brackets, after which 
the resilient cot-bottom is secured at its op 
posite ends to the slide-bar by extending the 
hooks thereof through the openings in said 
slide-bars, and the members clare then ad 
justed with relation to the members ( of the 
several brackets to secure the proper tautness 
of the cot-bottom. 
When disassembled, the brackets and cot 

bottom may be folded up and placed within 
the trunk T to thus facilitate transportation 
thereof. 

By providing a slide-bar for supporting the 
cot-bottom and setting said slide-bar in slide 
ways on the brackets B it will be seen that 
said brackets may be adjusted longitudinally 
of the slide-bar for the purpose of attaching 
them to trunks of different widths. Further 
more, by constructing the brackets in two 
parts, which are relatively extensible longi 
tudinally of the trunk T, said brackets may 
be secured to trunks of different lengths with 
out the necessity of providing cot-bottoms of 
different lengths. Therefore it will be seen 
that the cot proper may be readily attached 
to trunks of different lengths and widths with 
out alterations being made in the cot-body, 
it being understood that said trunks are pro 
vided with bracket-supports such as herein 
before described. 
IIaving described my invention, I claim 
1. The combination, with a trunk or analo 

gous article having a pair of bracket-supports 
adjoining each corner thereof, one supported 
above the other; of a bracket detachably se 
cured to each pair of bracket-supports and 
adapted for supporting a cot-bottom, and each 
bracket comprising two members one of which 
is supported by, and is adjustable longitudi 
nally of, the other member, and each of which 
members has a depending, hinged brace en 
gaging the support of said member; and 
means carried by One member, for securing 
the other member in its adjusted position. 

2. A trunk-cot comprising a trunk or anal 
Ogous article; two pairs of cot-bottom-Sup 
porting brackets removably secured one to 
each end of the trunk, and each bracket com 
prising two relatively adjustable members 
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one of which is supported by the other and 
has a slideway at the upper end thereof; two 
slide-bars, one connecting the brackets of 
each pair of brackets and having a series of 
holes therethrough; a resilient foldable cot 
bottom having hooks at opposite ends thereof 
which engage in the holes of the two slide 
bars; and clamping means for Securing the 
members of the bracket in adjusted position. 

3. In a trunk-cot, the combination, of a 
trunk or analogous article having a pair of 
bracket-supports adjoining each corner there 
of; a bracket detachably secured to each pair 
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of supports; and a resilient cot-bottom shift 
ably supported adjacent to its corner on said 
brackets and above the top line of the trunk. 

4. In a trunk-cot, the combination, with a 
trunk or analogous article; of two pairs of 
extensible brackets removably secured one to 
each end of the trunk, and the brackets of 
each pair being connected together by a trans 
verse bar; a foldable cot-bottom removably 
secured at opposite ends to the bars of the 
two pairs of brackets and embodying a series 
of sections hinged together by resilient con 
nections. 

5. In a trunk-cot, the combination, of a 
trunk or analogous article; two pairs of 
bracket-supports located at each end of the 
trunk, one pair adjacent each corner thereof; 
two extensible brackets detachably secured to 
each two pairs of Supports at Opposite ends, 
respectively, of the trunk; and a resilient 
foldable cot-bottom detachably secured at op 
posite ends to the two opposing brackets. 

6. In a trunk-cot, the combination, with a 
trunk or analogous article, of a resilient cot 
bottom supported above and extending be 
yond opposite ends of said trunk; extensible 
brackets detachably secured to the trunk; 
and slide-bars connecting said brackets and 
bottom. - 

7. In a trunk-cot, a cot-bottom-supporting 
bracket comprising a bearing member and a 
cot-bottom-supporting member, the former 
member of which is adapted to be detachably 
Secured to a trunk and has a rack, and the 
latter member of which is adjustably carried 
by the former member and has braces adapt 
ed for engaging the teeth of the rack of said 
former member; combined with means for se 
curing said members in their adjusted posi 
tions. 

8. The combination, with a trunk or analo 
gous article having two pairs of bracket-sup 
ports at each end thereof, one of which sup 
ports is located above the other, of a bracket 
detachably secured to each pair of supports 
and comprising two relatively adjustable 
members, and each bracket having a slideway 
at the end thereof which is located above the 
top of the trurak; a slide-bar shiftably seated 
in the slideways of and connecting the two 
brackets; and a cot-bottom removably se 
cured to said slide-bar. 

JOSEPH. B. GOSSMAN. 
Witnesses: 

FRED. J. DOLE, 
IENRY BISSELL, 
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