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This invention relates to electric display 
devices, such as electric signs for commercial 
and ornamental purposes. 
An object of the invention is the provision 

of a practical portable device for displaying 
an electric lighted flag or like emblem, or dec 
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oration, which device shall be simple in con 
struction, comparatively cheap to manufac 
ture, and efficient in operation to a high de 
SI'ee. 

Other objects of this invention will in part 
be obvious and in parthereinafter pointed out. 
The invention accordingly consists in the 

features of construction, combination of ele 
ments, and arrangement of parts which will be 
exemplified in the construction hereinafter 
described and of which the scope of applica 
tion will be indicated in the following claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, in which is 

shown one of the various possible illustrative 
embodiments of this invention, 
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Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of the de 
vice, partly broken away to show the interior 
construction, 

Fig. 2 is a cross sectional view taken online 
2-2 in Fig. 1, and 
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Fig. 3 is a fragmentary cross sectional view 
showing a modified form of light changing 
mechanism. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, 10 de 

... notes an electric lighted display device elm 
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bodying the invention. As here shown, the 
same is seen to comprise a box-like casing 11, 
preferably of triangular cross-section, mount 
ed in an overhanging position to extend out 
wardly from a vertically disposed tubular 
stanchion 12, supported on a suitable base 
member 13. 
Said casing 11 may be constructed in any 

suitable manner, and may be either inoided or 
made of sheet metal and have openings 14 
in opposite enclosing sides thereof to serve as 
frames 14, wherein are fitted translucent signs 
or emblems 15 as for example. American flags. 
The signs or emblems 15 may be painted or 
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otherwise formed on glass, celluloid or other 
like sheet material, or may be constructed of 
printed or woven textile fabrics, said sign 
preferably being removable from said frame 
upenings 14° to permit interchanging thereof. 
The casing 11 may be secured to the stanchion 
12 by a demountable support of any suitable 
constiuction for easily Separating the several 
parts in shipping and transporting of the de 
vice. As here shown, said demountable sup 
port comprises a slideway frame member 16 
fastened to extend along the exterior rim 
portions of an opening 12 provided to ex 
tend lengthwise of said stanchion 12. Said 
slideway frame member is adapted to receive 
out-turned edge flanges 11 formed on an open 
end of the casing 11 for retaining said open 
endin registry with the stanchion opening 12. 
Mounted within the stanchion 11 is an elec 

tric light socket 17 having a bulb 18, the lat 
ter being connected through any suitable 
means, such as conducting wires 19 and an at 
tachment fitting 20 to a suitable electric power 
Source (not shown). The bulb 18 is pref 
erably arranged to transmit the light uni 
for inly through the openings 12 into the cas 
ing for illuminating the emblems 15. 
If desired, the lighting efficiency may be im 

proved by providing a suitable reflecting sur 
face or reflector 21 along the inner surface of 
the stanchion 11 about the bulb 18 and adja 
cent the opening 12. To further intensify 
the illumination on the signs 15, a suitable 
lens 22 may be interposed in the said opening 
12. Said lens may have its surface 22 
ribbed for further refracting and uniformly 
distributing the light rays from the bulb 18 
Over the inner surfaces of the signs 15. 

For giving a novel lighting effect to the 
sign as for example to effect the simulation of 
a Waving flag, a suitable light intensity 
changing mechanism is provided. Said 
mechanism may be operated in any suitable 
manner and for simplicity and economy as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, is seen to comprise a 
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heat motor having the propeller 23 pivoted 
on the tip of the bulb 18, said propeller hav 
ing depending therefrom a tubular covering 
24 surrounding the bulb 18. The covering 
24 may be made of a suitable translucent sheet 
material such as paper or silk, painted or 
otherwise decorated to color or to subdue to 
various degrees the light passing there 
through whereby the lighting effects on the 
flags 15 are kept continuously changing on 
rotation of the propeller so as to produce the 
simulation of the waving of the flag 15. 
With the form of heat-motor described above, 
one or more air inlet openings 25 are pro 
vided in the stanchion 12 below the bulb 18, 
and one or more outlet air openings 26 in a 
ball cap 29 forming the closure on the top or 
free end of the stanchion. Said ball is pref 
erably demountably Secured in position to 
permit the replacement and removal of the 
ulb 18 and the light quality changing mech 

anism. In the above described construction 
of the device 10, the stanchion 12 is prefera 
bly made of opaque material to conceal from 
view the lighting source and said mechanism. 
The operation of the device 10 will now be 

made clear. After assembling the parts as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the device is attached 
to a suitable electric power source for light 
ing the bulb. The air surrounding the latter 
will be heated and in rising through the pro 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

peller 23 will cause the same to rotate and 
carry the covering 24 around therewith. Di 
rect rays of the light from the bulb together 
with rays from the reflector 21 pass through 
the lens 22 and are directed to uniformly il 
luminate the emblems 15. The sides of the 
casing 11 carrying the emblems are prefer 
ably set in an angular position relative to a 
central line A-A, (see Fig. 2) which passes 
centrally through the bulb 18 and the lens 
22 so as to bring the emblems in the direct 
path of the light rays, the surface 22 of said 
lens being shaped to uniformly distribute the 
light over the surface of each of said emblems 
15. 
The heated air inside the stanchion passes 

out through the outlet openings 26 and cool 
air is drawn in at the inlet openings 25 there 
by causing a continuous flow of air through 
the stanchion for keeping the propeller in 
motion as will be well understood. The cov 
ering 24 serves to vary the intensity or color 
of the light projected therethrough from the 
bulb 18. 
In shipping or transporting said device 10, 

the parts may be easily disassembled by dis 
mounting the ball cap 29 for removing the 
propeller 23, covering 24 and the bulb 18, and 
the casing 11 may be detached from the stan 
chion by simply sliding the casing flanges 11 
free from the slideway frame member 16. 
In Fig. 3 is shown a modified form of light 

quality changing mechanism which is seen to 
comprise a fan 123 driven by a motor 124 
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which is preferably positioned in the base 13, 
the fan being adapted to blow air supplied 
through inlets 25 up through the stanchion 
and around the bulb 18. Loosely suspended 
from suitable fittings 125 and surrounding 
the bulb 18, there are provided streamers 126 
formed of suitable opaque or translucent ma 
terial, each of the latter preferably being 
weighted at its lower end. When the motor 
124 is operated to rotate the fan 123, air is 
forced up through the stanchion 12 and is ef 
fective to blow the streamers about. Their 
regular movement of the streamers intercepts 
the light from the bulb and varies the intens 
ity and color of the light projected on the em 
blems 15. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided a 
device in which the several objects of this in 
vention are achieved and which is well adapt 
ed to meet the conditions of practical use. 
As various possible embodiments might be 

made of the above invention and as various 
changes might be made in the embodiment 
above set forth, it is to be understood that all 
matter herein set forth or shown in the ac 
companying drawings is to be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention. I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
i’atent: 

1. A device of the character described, com 
prising a vertically disposed hollow support 
ing stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a casing having an open 
end mounted in an overhanging position to 
extend outwardly from and supported by said 
stanchion, said open end of the casing being 
in registry with the stanchion opening, said 
casing having an enclosing side thereof con 
structed of translucent material formed with 
display matter, and means mounted in the 
hollow of said stanchion for illuminating the 
display matter. - 

2. A device of the character described, com 
prising a vertically disposed hollow Support 
ing stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a display signmounted in 
an overhanging position to extend outwardly 
from and supported by said stanchion in 
registry with said stanchion opening, and 
means in the hollow of said stanchion for ill 
luminating said sign. 

3. A device of the character described, com 
prising a vertically disposed hollow Support 
ing stanchion, a casing having an open and 
mounted on said stanchion in an overhanging 
position to extend outwardly from said stan 
chion, said casing having an enclosing side 
constructed of translucent material formed 
With display matter, lighting means con 
cealed in Said stanchion, the latter having an 
opening extending lengthwise thereof in 
registry with the open end of said casing 
wherethrough the light from said means 
passes to illuminate said display matter and 
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a lens interposed in the path of the light pass 
ing through said stanchion opening for in 
tensifying the illumination of said display 
matter. 

4. A device of the character described, com 
prising a vertically disposed hollow Support 
ing stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a display sign mounted 
in an overhanging position to extend out 
wardly from and supported by said stanchion 
in registry with said stanchion opening, a 
light source mounted in the hollow of said 
stanchion for illuminating said display mat 
tel', and means on the interior side of said 
stanchion for reflecting light from said 
source through said opening. 

5. A device of the character described, com prising a vertically disposed hollow support 
ing stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a display sign mounted 
on said stanchion in an overhanging position 
to extend outwardly from said stanchion in 
registry with said stanchion opening, a light 
source illuminating said display matter, and 
means for varying the intensity of the light 
from said source, said source and means be 
ing mounted in the hollow of said stanchion. 

6. A device of the character described, com prising a vertically disposed hollow support 
ing stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a display sign mounted 
on said stanchion in an overhanging position 
to extend outwardly from said stanchion in 
legistry with said stanchion opening, a light 
Source, means for varying the quality of light 
from said source, said source and means being 
mounted in the hollow of the stanchion, and 
means on the interior side of said stanchion 
for reflecting light from said source through 
said opening. 

7. A device of the character described, 
comprising a vertically disposed hollow Sup 
porting stanchion, a casing having an open 
end mounted in an overhanging position to 
extend outwardly from said stanchion, said 
casing having an enclosing side constructed 
of translucent material formed with display 
matter, lighting means concealed in said 
stanchion, reflector means on the interior side 
of said stanchion, the latter having an open 
ing extending lengthwise thereof in registry 
with the open end of said casing where 
through the light from said lighting and re 
flecting means pass to illuminate said display 
matter. 
8. A device of the character described, con 

prising a vertically disposed hollow support 
ing stanchion, a casing having an Open end 
mounted in an overhanging position to ex 
tend outwardly from said stanchion, said 
casing having an enclosing side constructed 
of translucent material formed with display 
matter, lighting means concealed in Said 
stanchion, reflector means on the interior side 
of said stanchion, the latter having an open 
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ing extending lengthwise thereof in registry 
with the open end of said casing where 
through the light from said lighting, and a 
lens positioned in the stanchion opening for 
intensifying the illumination of said display 
matter. 

9. In a device of the character described, a 
translucent sheet having display matter, a 
concealed elongated light source for illumi 
nating said sheet extending parallelly along 
One edge of and at a spaced distance from 
said sheet, a lens interposed between and par 
allel to said source and said sheet for intensi 
fying the illumination of said display mat 
ter and means movable with respect to said 
source for varying the intensity of light 
directed on said sheet. 

10. In a device of the character described. 
a tubular supporting stanchion having an 
opening extending lengthwise thereof, a light 
Source mounted in said stanchion, the light 
of which is projected through said opening, 
and a translucent sheet having display mat 
ter mounted in an overhanging position and 
Supported by said stanchion to extend from 
the rim portion of said opening outwardly 
and in angular relation thereto for intercept 
ing the projected light rays. 

11. In a device of the character described, 
comprising an upright tubular stanchion 
having an opening extending lengthwise 
thereof, a casing having an open end, de 
mountable means for supporting said casing 
in an overhanging position to extend out 
Wardly from said stanchion, the open end of 
said casing being in registry with the stan 
chion opening, the enclosing sides of said cas 
ing being constructed of translucent material 
formed with display matter, means mounted 
in the stanchion for illuminating said dis 
play matter, and a removable closure for the 
free end of said stanchion. 

12. In a device of the character described, 
comprising an upright tubular supporting 
stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a casing having an open 
end mounted in an overhanging position on 
said stanchion, said open end of the casing 
being in registry with the stanchion opening, 
and means mounted in said stanchion for pro 
jecting light through said opening, said cas 
ing having at least one enclosing side thereof 
positioned in angular relation to the plane of 
said opening for intercepting the projected 
light rays. 

13. In a device of the character described, 
comprising an upright tubular supporting 
stanchion having an opening extending 
lengthwise thereof, a casing having an Open 
end mounted in an overhanging position. On 
said stanchion, said open end of the casing 
being in registry with the stanchion opening, 
and means mounted in said stanchion for 
projecting light through said opening. Said 
casing having a pair of enclosing sides there 
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of positioned to extend convergingly outward 
from said opening, said sides being construct 
ed of translucent material formed with dis 
play matter, each side being positioned to 
intercept the projected rays for illuminating 
said display matter. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

WILLIAM E. PRICE. 


