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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES E. PRATT, of Rah-
way, in the county of Union and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented a new and improved Hoop-Skirt;
and I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, which will enable
others skilled in the. art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the ‘accompanying drawing
forming part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in skeleton
hoop-skirts, and consists in the employment of one or
more bracing-hoops, attached to the back near the
top, and springing around to the frout, and down-
ward to a point about the height of the knees of the
_wearer, as hereinafter described, in substitution of a
large number of the concentric hoops, which, by this
Jimprovement, may be omitted from a short distance
below the waist to the lower portion of the skirt,
which are in contaet to the wearer when sitting down,
both beeanse of sitting on them, and because the
front parts are thrown up, so as to raise the front of
the dress, by sitting on the rear parts, which it is one
of the principal objects of this invention to counter-

- aet. :
»k’l‘he drawing represents a side view of my-improved
skirt. : : . :
The suspending-tapes A, concentric hoops B, and
‘the waist-band C, are all such as heretofore used.

My invention consists in the application of one or
more diagonal braces, D, of any suitable material,
which will produce the desired effect, attached at the
back, a short distance below the waist-band O, to the
rear suspending-tape, and springing around each side
to-the front suspending-tapes to about or a little above
the height of the knees of the wearer, and in the di-
agonal downward inclination shown, and attached to
the intermediate suspending-tapes, the concentric
hoops being omitted from about where the said brace
is attached behind to about the point of the connec-
tion of the brace with the front suspending-tapes.

The ends- may terminate at these tapes, or they
may be continued, so as to meet, and be connected
together. ' s

This brace, being supported ab Ij],.both by the skirt
itself, which has considerable rigidity there, and by |-
the under-clothing thereat, which commouly springs
outward, or are supported by the ‘bustle or other de-

vice, has the effect to retain, in & considerable meas-
ure, the natural shape of the skirt in the space where
the eoncentric -hoops are omitted, and it counteracts
the swinging tendency of the bottom of the "dress
caused by the horizontal oscillation of the body while
walking; but its most essential advantage is that,
when the wearer sits down upon a seat, the tendency
of the hoops B to rise at the front, in consequence of
the rear parts being crawded against the front lower
part of the seat and the Tear suspending-tapes, and
the other skirts of the wearer, being drawn over the
seat-front toward the back, are counteracted by this
brace, which prevents them from bowing up at the
front, by drawing them in thereat, and causing a lat-
eral extension on each side, which does not raise the
dress, as i3 the case with the skirts as now made.

By the use of this brace, the skirt is made equally.
as useful for all required purposes, and as durable with
the omission of the concentric hoops, as specified, as
when they are used as heretofore, which omission is
highly desirable, for, when used, the wearer cannot
sit withount sitting on the hoops, which are always un-
comfortable, and sometimes injurious. The knees wre
also exposed to the liability of being cut or hurt by .
them; but, in this ease, they are roundl both from
the seat and the knees.

Another advantage of this arrangement is, that the
brace D holds the front parts of the bottom hLoops
from falling to the floor when sitting, as they do in
the 8kirts as now made ; and, when the wearer kneels,
the front wire fills below the knees, so that they may
not be injured, as they are liable to be with the skirts
in which the concen :ric hoops are arranged as in the
€ommon way. )

Having thus described my invention,

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

- Patént—

In a skeleton licop-skirt, one or more bracing-hoops
D, which extend from a point at or near the top o
the skirt at the back to a point at or about the height
of the knee of the wearer in front, substantially as

and for the purpose set forth.
. C. E. PRATT.
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