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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, Wirriam CORFMAN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Sycamore,
in the county of Wyandot and State of Ohio,
haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Rural-Mail-Distributing Bags; and
I do declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to malke and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and tothefigures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
means for sorting and distributing mail-mat-
ter, and is particularlv designed for use by
rural-free- dehvery carriers.

The obJect is to provide a device of this char-
acter that is simple, capable of being readily
and cheaply manufactured, and constitutes
convenient means into which mail may be
sorted by the carrier and from which said
mail can afterward be distributed without
becoming mixed or delivered to the wrong ad-
dressee.

The preferred embodiment of the 1nvent10n,

is illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the device.
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view
on an enlarged scale through a portion of the
same. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view.

Similar reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

In the embodiment illustrated a backing-
sheet4isemployed, whichispreferably formed
of duck, canvas, or other suitable flexible ma-
terial. Upon one face of this sheet are ar-
ranged transverse strips 5, that extend com-
pletely across the same. These strips are lo-
cated substantially edge to edge and their end
marging are secured to the uprwht marging
of the backing-sheet by lines of stitching, as
7, said margins being preferably reinforced
with binding-tape 8. The lower edge of each

strip 5 is also secured by a horizontal line of
stitching 9 to the backing-sheet, while the up-
per edges are strengthened with tape 10, em-
bracing the same.

Double lines of stitching

(No model.)

11 extend longitudinally of the backing-sheet
and across the strips; also through the same.
These lines of stitching are preferably spaced
equal distances apart, and consequently sub-
divide the spaces between the strips 5 and
backing-sheet 4 into a plurality of rows of
pockets 12 of equal size, the mouths of one
row being located at the bottoms of the ad-
jacent row above. Kach pocket is intended
to hold the mail-matter for one of the patrons
of the route and is preferably designated by
means of a slip, as 13, sewed thereupon.con-
tiguous to its mouth, the slips having printed
or otherwise marked upon them the said names
of the patrons. The names are arranged in
the order in which the mail is to be distrib-
uted. Suitable hanger -eyes, as 14, are se-
cured to the upper corners of the device and
preferably comprise rings secured to the cor-
ners by flexible strips.

In sorting the mail a number of the holders
above described are arranged in convenient
relation to the operator, being suspended by
suitable means, whereupon the mail to be de-
livered to the different persons along the route
can be readily inserted in the pockets. After
having been sorted the holders are suspended
within the vehicle, with the first to be used
outermost. After the said first holder has
been emptied by the distribution of mail there-
from it is removed, leaving the second ex-
posed, and so on until the entire route has
been covered.

It will be evident that the device as thus
constructed is very convenient, as the pockets
for the patrons are properly arranged so that
the mail can be readily sorted and afterward
as readily delivered. In this.connection it is
desired to call attention to the fact that the
mouths of the pockets are disposed at the
lower ends of the ad]acent upper row, and
thus considerable. space is left above said
mouths, so that long papers and other matter
will not cover the names upon the rows of
pockets above. Furthermore, while the de-
vice is thoroughly reinforced at its points of
greatest wear it is capable of being cheaply
manufactured, and when not in use can be
compactly iolded S0 as to occupy uompara-
tively little space.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a mail-holder, the combination with a
backing-sheet, of a plurality of strips extend-
ing along the front face of the sheet and se-
cured thereto at their lower sides and end
edges, and spaced lines of fastening means
extending longitudinally of the sheet and
across the strips, forming rows of pockets for
the reception of mail-matter.

9. In a mail-holder, the combination with a
backing-sheet, of a plurality of strips extend-
ing across the front face of the sheet and hav-
ing their edges located directly adjacent to
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one another, lines of stitching securing the
lower edges of the strips to the backing-sheet,

| leaving the upper edges free, and vertical

lines of stitching passing through the back-
ing-sheet and strips across the latter at sepa-
rated points, forming rows of pockets, the up-
per mouths of which are located at the bot-
toms of the pockets above.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM CORFMAN.

Witnesses:
Horace LITTLE,
Rurus R. Kurrz.
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