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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK MULLER, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Phila 
delphia county of Philadelphia, and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented a certain new 
and useful Improvement in Locks for Milk 
Receptacles, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to a new and useful 

improvement in locks for milk-receptacles, 
and has for its object to provide a lock to be 
fastened to the door or door-jamb, and this 
lock is provided with a spring-catch. The 
milk can or jar is provided with a loop, which 
may be inserted in the lock when the door is 
closed, and the spring-catch will lock the loop 
in connection with the lock and prevent the 
removal of the receptacle until the door is 
opened. 
With these ends in view this invention con 

sists in the details of construction and com 
bination of elements hereinafter set forth and 
then specifically designated by the claims. 
In order that those skilled in the art to which 

this invention appertains may understand 
how to make and use the same, the construc 
tion and operation will now be described in 
detail, referring to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion. 
of the doorway, the door being broken away 
to show my invention applied to the door 
jamb; Fig. 2, a vertical section through the 
lock; Fig. 3, a horizontal section through the 
lock. 
In the drawings, A represents the milk-re 

ceptacle, which may be either a glass jar or 
can and has secured to it a loop B, which ex 
tends upward from the receptacle. 
C is the lock. This lock consists of the 

members C and C, which lie parallel with 
one another a slight distance apart, thereby 
leaving a space Cin between the two mem 
bers. This space C is open at the top, bot 
tom, and one side and entirely closed upon 
the other side, where the two members C and 
Care joined together. The member C" has 
upon each end extensions C, through which 
are formed holes for the purpose of attaching 
the lock to the door or door-jamb by means 
of screws C. The lock is adapted to be fas 

i tened to the door or door-jamb in such a man 
ner that when the door is closed the open side 
of the lock will be closed by either the door 
or door-jamb, according to whether the lock 
is fastened to the door or said door-jamb. To 
the inside of the member C° is secured the 
spring. D. This spring is bent back upon 
itself at each end, which forms the spring 
catches D'. These spring-catches lie in con 
tact with the inside of the member C". Thus 
when the door is closed and the open side of 
the lock against said door the loop B, attached 
to the milk-receptacle, may be forced upward 
behind the spring-catch D', and after it has 
passed the same the catch will spring in con 
tact with the member C, and the loop may then 
ride downward between the body of the spring 
and the catch D' and be held by the hook 
thus formed. ... When the door is open, the 
loop may be easily disengaged from the spring 
by pulling the receptacle sidewise, so that the 
loop B will stand at an angle, as shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 1, and said loop may be 
disengaged by the spring by pulling it out of 
the open side of the lock. The spring D is 
bent over at each end for the purpose of mak 
ing the lock reversible, so that it may be ap 
plied-to doors opening either upon the right 
or left hand side. 
The advantage of my invention is that this 

lock will be small and will not detract from 
the appearance of the doorway when secured 
thereto, and the said lock consisting of only 
the two parts may be manufactured very 
cheaply. A further advantage of my im 
provement is that the loop B will serve a dou 
ble purpose, as it will be very convenient for 
handling the jars of milk, as it will form a 
bail by which the same can behung up or car 
ried upon the fingers when carrying a large 
number. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to the 

exact construction here shown, as slight modi 
fications could be made without departing 
from the spirit of my invention. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as-new and useful is- - 
1. In a lockfor milk-receptacles, a lock-cas 

ing consisting of two members arranged par 
allel with one another, a space between said 
members, said space being open at each end 
and one side, the other side being closed by 
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the connection between the two members, a 
spring-catch arranged in the space between 
the two members, the said lock-casing adapt 
ed to be so placed upon the door or door-jamb 
that the open side of the lock will be closed 
when the door is closed, a loop secured to the 
milk-receptacle, said loop adapted to be in 
serted from below in the space between the 
two members and be locked in place by the 
Spring-catch, substantially as and for the pur 
pose specified. 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
lock consisting of two members lying parallel 
with one another, a space between said mem 
bers, said space being open at the top, bottom 
and one side and closed at the other side by 
the connection between the two members, 
said lock adapted to be secured to the door or 
door-jamb in such a position that the open side 
of the lock will be closed when the door is shut, 
a spring secured to the inner face of the outer 
member, said spring turned back upon itself 
at each end so as to form spring-catches, said 
spring-catches being normally in spring con 
tact with the inner face of the inner member, 
a loop secured to the milk-receptacle and ex 
tending upward therefronc, said loop adapted 
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to be inserted between the two members of 
the lock and forced upward past the spring 
catch for the purpose of locking the recepta 
cle in place, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

3. In a lock for milk-receptacles, a lock-cas 
ing consisting of two members arranged par 
allel with one another, a space between said 
members, said members being connected to 
gether along one side, the lock adapted to be 
so placed upon the door or door-jamb that the 
door when closed will close the open side of 
the space between the two members, a strip 
of spring metal secured at the center to the 
inner face of one of the members, the ends of 
the spring-strip being bent back upon itself, 
the said ends being in spring contact with the 
inner face of the opposite member to which 
the strip is secured, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof I have here unto a f 
fixed my signatule in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

FRANK MULLER, 
Witnesses: 

L. W. MORRISON, 
II. B. IIALLOCK. 
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