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, My 1nvent10n relates to masks of the type
worn by catchérs in the game of baseball and
-has for its object a construction adapted to

“withstand ‘a greater strain thanis the case
with masks as heretofore .constructed. and.-
thus afford greater protectlon to the wearer

‘of the mask.
.. Another object of the 1nvent10n is to pro-
v1de a mask possessing the necessary strength
_which at the same time will afford a full ard
unobstructed vision and also an-tinobstr ueted
opening through which the user may spit,
“especially if he is-a tobacco.chewer. -
_-The above enumerated ob]ects, as well as
18 other advantages inherent in my improved
" construction, will all be readlly comprehend-

ed from the detailed description. of the ac-
" -companying drawings, wherein :—

Figure 1 is a front ‘elevation of my im-
proved baseball mask with the usual inner

.20,
" padding omitted.

Figure 2 is a vertical sectlonal v1eW taken o
“masgk is shown at.16; the ends of the’ wire

bemg -wound about and secured to the main
" wire 10 while the wire is bent into proper 75‘ :

.substantially on the line 2—92 of Flgure 1.
. Figure 8 is a cross-sectional view taken
substantlally on the line 3—8 of Flgure 1,

" looking in the ‘direction of the arrows.”

Figure 4 is-a front elevation showmg a.

' ;’mod1ﬁed form of my invention.
In the exemplification of the invention as

. .30 shown i in Figures 1 and 2, ‘the mask comprises

- portion 11.

. 40

.. 45,

the: main frame wire 10 Whlch extends con-.
'~ tinuously - about. ‘the major, perlmeter, with
‘the lower portion bent substantially at right-
~angles forwardly- and. the ends prefelably
welded together to -form: the chin:or: lower .
The upper part. ‘of ‘the main:
.. frame: wire 10.is surrounded by the outer
“auxiliary head protecting wire 12, extending .
from side to s1de of the’ mask, W1th the 1owe1 sp
ends of the wires bent about and welded to .-
_.the main frame wire 10 at opposite sides of
. the. mask while the interimediate part of the -
. wire is. Wound .or twisted about the upper’
- part of the main frame 10 and extends'across:-
the upper forehead covering -portion.of the.
mask. - The contacting pomts between the va-
~rious wires are all preferably. spot welded
'_,-to ensure rigidity. The side portions of the.
‘wire. 12-extend: rearward. beyond. the.main,
~+-50. frame 10 and at the pomt Where the. 51de por-

'thIlS bend forwardly about the upper part
of the main wire 10, I attach the ends of'a’
-top-wire 13; the ends being shown bent about "

the laterally bent part of wire 12 and prefer- -
ably spot Welded thereto v

- The main frame wire 10 is prov1ded W1th
an auxiliary wire 14 secured at its ends to-
‘opposite_sides ‘of the ‘mask” adjacent to the
lower  part of main frame wire 10, the .

v*ends belng coiled about the main frame wire - 60
- 10, as shown at 15, 15, and thence bends up-
rwardly beyond the outer sides of wire 10.

Wire 14 is then dlsposed laterally inward and
coiled about the main wire 10 approz.lmately
‘id-way ‘between the top and bottom of the g5

‘mask as shown at 15, and thence extends for- = -
wardly in an arouate manner across the front
“of the mask to constitute the Jower wire of
‘the vision opening of the: ‘mask.,  The ends

-of ‘wire 14, like wire 12, are preferably weld- 70 e
- ed to mam frame wire 10. ,
The upper wire of the vision opening of the -

arcuate” formatlon aCross: the front oi the
‘mask’
This" wire 16 togethe1 W1th the. ad Jacent

~closely placed wires 17 and 18, const1tute the -
" forehead protectlng members.

“The wire 1'?, 80
like: ere 16, has its ends ‘attached to the main*

frame wire 10 and is bowed outwardly across

‘the’ front of the mask like.wire 16, except that -
wire 17 is shown as defining a sllohtly smaller. -
arc, see Figure 2. - Immediately. above wire. 35 S
17.and in_close spaced relation therewithis ™ -
‘the other wire 18, Whose ends are.attached to .
the: outer” auxﬂlary wire 12, preferably by

Hot Weldmg :
Wires 16, 17 and 18 are alranoed in close o0
parallel relatlon and are prefer ably prov1ded '
at the forwald intermediate portion-with'a.
short: reenforcing wire 19 Wthh is also pref-
“erably - spot welded to wires 16, 17 :and 18,
‘thus mamtalmng the’ proper relatmn between 95
‘said wires 16, 17 and 18. :

‘These forehead protectlng wires are - also
‘held in proper position by the two upwardly
‘and rearwardly slopmg wires 20, 20, which
are secured to wires 16, 17 and 18 W1th the 100




50

- 2

“upper ends secured to the outer auxiliary wire -

13; the wires 20, 20 being secured at an in-
termediate point to wire 12. =« '
In close spaced relation with the lower wire

14 ‘of the vision opening is a wire 21, bent

into arcuate form with its ends secured: to
the main frame wire 10; and in slight spaced

~relation with wire 21 is third wire 22, whose

10

15

ends are alse: connected to/ main “wire L0

Wires 21 and 22 each describe suceessively
~gmaller arcs as shown in Figure 2; these wires

being arranged in closely spaced parallel re-

‘lation with wire 14 and with each other; and
“like ‘wires 16, 17 and 18 are maintained in

such relation by the short wire 23 at the for-

- ward intermediate portion, as well as by the
* short wires 24, 24, disposed intermediate of
© the forward central wire 237and the inner

20

~ side wires 25, 25 arranged on each side of

the mask somewhat forward of main wire

7 10.. The. wires 25, 25 extend from:the top

25

30

35

forehead wire 12 down to the lower chin por-
tion 11 of main ‘wire 10 said wires 25, 25

‘being spot welded to wires 16, 17 and 18 above
‘the vision opening; to wires 14, 21 and 22

below the vision opening and to the forwardly
bowed chin protecting wire 14. - R
The lower ends of wires 25, 25 at the points
of contact with the chin member or wire 14*
are bent at a slight inclination so as to..con-
tact with the Iower chin portion 11 of main

frame wire 10 where the chin portion 11 be-
ging its forward lateral curvature as more
_clearly shown in Figure 2. -

Tmmediately below ‘the spitter op,énihg, I
provide a transversely disposed bowed wire

- 26, spaced above the chin member or wire 142,

40

- with the ends of wire 26" contacting with
" wires 95,25 and with the side portions of

main frame ‘wire 10; the wire 26 being ar-

- ranged preferably on the outer forward side

- of the mask and welded to the wires 25, 25
and main frame wire 10; - ‘ :

T

* of wires 26 and 14 to which it is welded, while.
- the lower end laps the outer forward side of
the chin portion 11 of main frame wire 10,

In order to further reenforce the central
bowed portions of wires 26 and 142, T prefer

to employ the vertically disposed wire 27; the

upper end being arranged on the inner sides

" to which it is also preferably welded.

55.

Tt will be understood; of course, that the
 mask is to be provided with suitable padding

secured at the outer perimeter within the face

receiving side of the mask as isusual, and'that -

suitable head-gear or mask fastening straps

©are also employed; these features not being

~shewn “because

80

known.: -

" With the mask constructed of compara-

tively heavy wire and with the wires arranged-

as shown and the varicus points of contact

- between the respective wires all soldered or

T 6n

spot welded, a very strong and rigid mask is

provided.

their arrangement ‘is. well
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The mask is adapted to withstand a mate-
rially greater strain or pressure than is the
case with masks as heretofore constructed;
while at the same time a mask is provided
without the usual guard or wire extending
threughout the longitudinal center of the
mask; my improved mask providing a full
umobstructed vision opening as well as a wide
unobstructed expectorating epening, both
coextensive with the width of the mask.

In Figure 4 I show a modified form of my

improved mask wherein the general arrange-

ment of the main frame 10 and all of the
auxiliary side wires. are the same as shown
in the previously described figures,. except
that the lower wires of the vision opening are
shown curved downwardly immediately be-
neath the points where the wearer’s eyes are
Tocated. That is to'say, in Figure 4 the wire
14 at the intermediate portion which ex-
tends transversely of the front of the mask
immediately beneath the eyes at the lower
side of the vision opening are bent or bowed
downwardly at 28, to meet the needs and eyes
of different players and thus increasing the
vision opening. v

As the nose protecting portion of the mask,
namely the portion immediately beneath the

‘vision opening are composed of a plurality

of closely spaced parallel wires 14, 21 and 22,
the registering portions of wires 21 and 22
are likewise bowed to extend substantially
parallel with the bowed portions 28, 28 of
wire 14, as shown in Figure 4. These: wires,
like in Figure 1, are reenforced and united
by the short wires 23 and 24, 24, as previousky
described.. .

As shown, the forehead and nose protect-
ing portions of the mask consist of closely ar-
ranged parallel wires which provide great
strength, while at the same time afford ven-
tilation; and all of the wires are so arranged
relative to. each other as to reenforce each
other without presenting sharp: portions om
the exterior or forward side of the mask
which would tend to injure the eatcher’s hand
or glove or cause injury to the ball when-com-
Ing into contact therewith.

T'have described my invention in termsem-
ployed merely as terms of deseription and
not as terms of limitation, as medifications

‘may -be made without, however, departing

fromi'the spirit of my invention.
What I claim is:—

A baseball- mask comprising & main frame:

wire, an auxiliary wire whese ends are se-
cured to- opposite sides of the main frame
wire, portions thereof being disposed later-

ally and extending vertically beyond the

outer sides of said main wire and thence bent:
toward and about said main wire, with: the
intermediate portien of the auziliary wire

-extending transversely of the upper part of

the mask, a second auxiliary wire whese ends

~are secured to opposite.sides of the main wire
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- djacent to the bottom, portions of said wire
being disposed ‘laterally ‘and vertically be- -
yond the outer sides of the main frame wire

~and thence bent toward and about said main

-5 frame wire with its intermediate portion ex--
‘tending transversely of the mask, a plurality

. of wires arranged parallel with said in-

' termediate portion of said second auxiliary

. wire, & third auxiliary wire extending from

10 side to side of the main frame. in wide -
vertically spaced relation with and beneath

" the last mentioned plurality of wires so .
as to provide a wide expectorating open-.

'ing coextensive with-the width' of the mask,

15 and_a plurality of wires above the inter--
mediate portion of said second auxiliary-
wire, extending from side to side of the
main frame and: arranged in wide ver-
tically spaced relation with said second auxil-

90 iary wire so as to ‘provide a wide vision
" opening coextensive with the width of the

" mask, and reenforcing wires extending from
said last mentioned plurality of wires to the
top of the mask, a reenforcing wire extend- -

o5 ing from said third auxiliary wire to the bot-

" tom of said main frame wire, a vertically ar-
ranged wire ‘on each side of the mask ex-
tending from the intermediate portion of:
‘said first mentioned auxiliary wire to the

30 bottom of the main frame wire and connected -
to all of the wires-extending transversely of -
the mask, and a top wire connected at both
sides of the mask to the laterally and verti-.

: cally disposed portions of the first mentioned.

" 35 auxiliary wire, the contacting points between

all of the wire being of a non-yielding nature.-
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