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(54) Title: JEWELRY WITH INTERCHANGEABLE DECORATIVE ELEMENTS

FIG. 1

(57) Abstract: A jewelry system with interchangeable decorative segments is provided. The jewelry system includes a plurality of
decorative segments, each such segment having a center aperture that extends through the segment along a vertical axis in the center
of the segment from a top surface to a bottom surface. The jewelry system also includes a central rod for receiving one or more seg-
ments, the rod including a stopper at the lower end to support the received segments and an eyelet at the upper end to receive a chain
which when received, prevents the received segments from slipping oft the top part of the rod while also facilitating the jewelry to be
worn.
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JEWELRY WITH INTERCHANGEABLE DECORATIVE ELEMENTS

CROSS REFERENCES TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This patent application is related to and claims the benefit of U. 8. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/842,973 filed July 4, 2013, entitled JEWELRY WITH
INTERCHANGEABLE DECORATIVE ELEMENTS.

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to jewelry.

Jewelry has been known for centuries to adorn the body. One of the earliest
types of bodily adornment is the pendant. Primeval man liked {0 put a tiny aperture in
a beautiful rock and slip a string usually made of grass or vine so it could be hung
around the neck. Shells and other indigenous materiajﬂs could also be used. In Ancient
Egypt, Pharaohs normally wore scarab beetle pendaﬁts to symbolize their wealth and

power.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Some embodiments of the present invention are related to jewelry having
interchangeable decorative elements or segments which can be easily and quickly
assembled and dissembled and/or reconfigured according to the particular preference
or current mood of the wearer.

According to some embodiments of the present invention there is provided a
jewelry system including a) a plurality of decorative segments, each of the segments
including a center aperture that extends through each respective segment along a

vertical axis from a top surface to a botiom surface thereof; and b) a central rod for

Date Regue/Date Received 2020-10-13
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receiving one or more of the segments, the rod including a stopper at a lower proximal
end.

In some embodiments of the present invention, the diameter of the stopper is
larger than the diameter of each of the center apertures of the segments, the rod
further includes an eyelet at an upper proximal end. Preferably, the jewelry system
also includes a chain that is received through the eyelet of the rod, and each segment
is interchangeable one or more other segments.

Some embodiments of the present invention allow for decorative elements to
be securely fastened and securely mainitained on a central rod. This is as opposed to
threading beads and the like on a necklace which can be tricky due to the flimsiness of
necklace material (whether a chain, string or the like).

Some embodiments of the present invention are such that removing the
pendant from the chain and replacing the decorative segments is a simple and
straightforward task which does not demand a good level of dexterity.

Some embodiments of the present invention are directed to a pendant. When
assembled, the pendant features interchangeable decorative elements or segments
which are threaded, via a central aperture in each of the segments, onto a vertically-
oriented central rod and thereafter suspended from a chain or cord of a necklace,
bracelet, earring, or similar articles of jewelry, by threading the chain or cord through
an integrally-formed aperture or eyelet at the top end of the central rod. The rod
includes an integrally-formed stopper at the low end to keep the decorative segments
on the rod. The elements or segments can form a particular shape or name or pattern
when loaded onto the rod in a desired order.

The stopper at the lower end of the rod is dimensioned so as to prevent the
segments(s) from slipping off the rod at the low end. Threading a chain (neck chain,
bracelet chain, rod of a brooch, earring connection piece efc.) through the eyelet keeps
the segment(s) from slipping off the rod at the high end, and essentially locks the
decorative elements/segment on the pendant while attaching the pendant to the
necklace. Each segment can be of specific geometry, material, dimensions and can be
inlayed with gemstones in any desired pattern.

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to a jewelry system. The
jewelry system comprises, a plurality of segments, each of the segments comprising
an aperture that extends through each of the segments, the apertures positioned in

each of the segments to allow for the apertures in each of to segments to align at least
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substantially coaxially when the plurality of segments are brought together; and, a rod
for receiving the segments and extending through the apertures of the segments, the
rod including a first end including a stopper for limiting movement of the segments
along the rod.

Optionally, the jewelry system is such that the apertures of each of the
segments are centrally positioned in the segment, and the rod is vertically eriented for
receiving each of the segments in a coaxial alignment.

Optionally, the jewelry system is such that the rod and the stopper are
integrally formed as a single unit.” B

Optionally, the jewelry system is such that the rod further comprises an eyelet
at a second end of the rod opposite to the first end of the rod.

Optionally, the jewelry system additionally comprises a cord which is received
through the eyelet of the rod.

Optionally, the jewelry system is such that the segments are interchangeable
with each other.

Optionally, the jewelry system is such that the segments include decorative

seginents.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Some embodiments of the invention are herein described, by way of example
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, where like reference numerals or
characters represent corresponding or like elements. With specific reference now to
the drawings in detail, it is stressed that the particulars shown are by way of example
and for purposes of illustrative discussion of embodiments of the mvention. In this
regard, the description taken with the drawings makes apparent to those skilled i the
art how embodiments of the invention may be practiced.

FIG. 1 is a preferred embodiment of the jewelry system of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the jewelry system of FIG. 1, taken along
line 3-3 of FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the jewelry system of FIG. 1, taken along

line 4-4 of FIG. 2; and,
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FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the jewelry system of FIG. 1, taken along
line 5-5 of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring now to Figs. 1-5, there is shown a jewelry system 1 in accordance

with embodiments of the present invention, including a pendant 10. Fig. 2 illustrates
an exploded view of the pendant 10 shown in Fig. 1. Pendant 10 includes decorative
segments 8 and a central rod 2. ‘

The central rod 2 is, for example, a single piece with an integrally formed
stopper & on the one end and an eyelet 4 on the other. There are typically not any
moving parts and the rod 2 itself does not need to be assembled or disassembled. The
central rod 2, is also, for example, straight and solid. This allows for decorative
elements, for example, the segments 8, to be easily loaded and securely attached.

Bach of decorative segments 8 include an aperture 9, which is, for example
centrally positioned, and which extends vertically from a top surface 5 fo a bottom
surface 7 of decorative segment 8. Rod 2 includes a stopper 6 at a lower proximal end
and an eyelet 4 at an upper proximal end. The main body of rod 2 has a diameter
smaller than the diameter of aperture 9 so that rod 2 may receive each of decorative
segments 8§ thereon, while stopper 6 has a diameter larger than that of aperture 9,
which prevents decorative segments 8 from sliding off the lower end of rod 2. Eyelet
4 has a diameter large enough to receive an ordinary necklace or chain 12 which,
when threaded through eyelet 4 serves a dual purpose, namely: enabling pendant 10 to
be wom by a user, and preventing decorative segments 8 from slipping off the top end
of rod 2.

The chain 12 of the necklace is threaded through the eyelet 4 which is, for
example, integrally formed at the upper end (proximal end) of the central rod 2. The
eyelet 4 is typically a completely closed ring, which ensures that the pendant 10 will
not become dislodged from the necklace 12, even during vigorous activity such as
runmning or dancing.

Fig. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of top decorative segment 8 in which the
aperture 9 is shown extending through a center portion of decorative segment 8.

Fig. 4 shows a cross-sectional view of middle decorative segment 8 in which

the aperture 9 is shown extending through a center portion of decorative segment 8.
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Fig. 5 shows a cross-sectional view of bottomn decorative segment 8 in which
the aperture 9 is shown extending through a center portion of decorative segment 8.

Each of decorative segments 8 may be interchranged with one or more other
decorative segments (including decorative segments not shown) as part of the jewelry
system of the present invention. The decorative segments 8 are such that they freely
revolve about the axis of the central rod 2, which preferably has a circular cross-
section.

The pendant 10 can be ‘loaded” with any number of segments, such as
segments 8, limited only by the length of the central rod 2. The pendant 10 can
alternatively be wom without any elements loaded on the rod 2. In such a case the
decorative nature of the stopper 6 and the aesthetically pleasing material from which
the system I is made add to the attractiveness of the pendant 10.

As used herein, the singular form "a", "an" and "the" include plural references
unless the context clearly dictates otherwise.

It is appreciated that certain features of the invention, which are, for clarity,
described in the context of separate embodiments, may also be provided in
combination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various features of the invention,
which are, for brevity, described in the context of a single embodiment, may also be
provided separately or in any suitable subcombination or as suitable in any other
described embodiment of the invention. Certain features described in the context of
various embodiments are not to be considered essential features of those
embodiments, unlessvthe embodiment is inoperative without those elements.

Although the invention has been described in conjunction with specific
embodiments thereof, it is evident that many alternatives, modifications and variations
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is intended to embrace all
such alternatives, modifications and variations that fall within the spirit and broad

scope of the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:
1. A jewelry system comprising:

a) a plurality of segments, each of said segments comprising a top surface, a bottom
surface and an aperture that extends vertically from said top surface to said bottom
surface of each of said segments, such that said apertures in each of said segments align
at least substantially coaxially with the other apertures when said plurality of segments
are brought together such that a flat top surface of a first segment contacts a flat bottom
surface of a second segment, wherein the flat top surface of the first segment and the flat
bottom surface of the second segment contact one another at a maximum width of each of
the flat surfaces, wherein said plurality of segments comprises at least two segments

having an essentially flat top or bottom surface and a non-flat opposite surface; and,

b) a rod upon which said plurality of segments are assemblable, said rod including a first
end including a stopper for limiting movement of said segments along said rod and a
completely closed eyelet integrally formed in a second end of said rod opposite to said
first end of said rod, said eyelet adapted to receive there-through a threadable, frictionally
engageable member, which, when threaded through said eyelet, secures said plurality of
segments on said rod and wherein the rod has a diameter smaller that a diameter of said
apertures so as to receive each of said segments thereon, and wherein the diameter of the
stopper is larger than the diameter of each of said apertures of each of said segments so as

to prevent the segments from slipping over the stopper and off the rod.

2. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said apertures of each of said segments are
centrally positioned in said segment, and said rod is vertically oriented for receiving each

of said segments in a coaxial alignment.

3. The jewelry system of claim 2, wherein said rod and said stopper are integrally formed as

a single unit.

4. The jewelry system of claim 1, additionally comprising a cord, said cord being received

through said eyelet of said rod.

Date Regue/Date Received 2020-10-13



FRIED157-1CA

7
5. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said segments are interchangeable with each
other.

6. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said segments include decorative segments.

7. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said threadable, frictionally engageable member

is a necklace chain.

8. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said threadable, frictionally engageable member

is a bracelet chain.

9. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said threadable, frictionally engageable member

is a rod of a brooch.

10. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said threadable, frictionally engageable member

is an earring connection piece.

11. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein each of said segments comprises at least one flat
top surface or bottom surface having a diameter which is substantially equal to a diameter

of another flat top surface or bottom surface of an immediately contacting segment.

12. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein the cross section of the pendant is largest at its

center point.

13. The jewelry system of claim 1, wherein said plurality of segments comprises at least
three segments and wherein at least one of said plurality of segments has a different three-

dimensional shape than that of other of the plurality of segments.

Date Regue/Date Received 2020-10-13
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FIG. 4
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