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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

EVEN E. KITTLESON, OF ALBANY, WISCONSIN. 

REE CARRIER. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 481,328, dated August 28, 1892. 
Application filed February 9, 1892, Serial No. 420,894, (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EVEN E. KITTLESON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Al 
bany, in the county of Green and State of Wis 
consin, have invented a new and useful Reel 
Carrier, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

reel-carriers. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a simple and inexpensive reel-carrier 
whereby wire-more especially barb-wire 
may be readily rewound on the original spool 
after being used for fencing, whether up or 
down hill or on a level surface. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed 
out in the claims hereto appended. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a reel-carrier constructed in accord 
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view taken longitudinally of the carrier and 
showing the brake mechanism. Fig. 3 is a 
transverse sectional view, the section being 
taken through the spool. Fig. 4 is a plan view 
of the front of the reel-carrier. Fig. 5 is a de 
tail sectional view on line acac of Fig. 4. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
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g designates a frame mounted on wheels 2 
and supported directly by an axle 3. It is 
substantially rectangular, with an extension 
at its rear end, which is provided with a han 
dle 4, by which the reel-carrier is propelled. 
The sides 6 and 7 are provided at their front 
ends with bearing-plates 8 and 9, and jour 
naled in the same is a removable reel-carry 
ing shaft 10, which is adapted to carry an 
original wire-reel, whereby barb-wire after 
being used for a time for fencing may when 
desired be rewound on the original reel or 
spool. The bearing-plates 8 and 9 are pro 
vided with longitudinal slots 11 and 12 and 
are secured to their respective sides of the 
frame by bolts 13 and thumb-nuts 14, where 
by the bearing-plates may be adjusted on the 
frame. 
One end of the spool-shaft 10 is provided 

with a ring 15, by which the shaft may be 

readily handled, and the other end of the shaft 
10 is reduced and is provided with an annu 
lar groove 16, adapted to be engaged by a set 
screw 17, which detachably and rigidly se 
cures the shaft 10 to a sleeve 18. The sleeve 
18 has a socket or opening in its inner end to 
receive the reduced end of the shaft 10, and 
it is journaled in the bearing-plate 9 and is 
provided at its outer end with an integral 
Sprocket-wheel 19, receiving motion from a 
sprocket-wheel 20 of a drive-shaft 21 by a 
sprocket-chain. 22. The bearing-plate 9 is 
provided with a set-screw 23, arranged to en 
gage the sleeve and adapted to create friction 
and serve as a brake to retard the rotation of 
the sleeve when unreeling wire for fencing 
purposes. A spool 24 is secured rigid with 
the shaft 10 by a pin 25, and it is removed 
therefrom by loosening the pin 25 and the set 
screw 17 and withdrawing the shaft by means 
of the ring 15. 
The drive-shaft 21 is journaled in suitable 

bearings 26 at the rear end of the frame and 
is provided at one end with a crank-handle 
27, adapted to be turned by the operator and 
arranged within convenient reach of the han 
dle 4. 

In gathering Wire downhill it is necessary 
to retard the rotation of the wheels 2, and to 
accoomplish this a brake-bar 28 is mounted 
on the bottom of the frame and provided at 
its ends with brake-shoes 29, arranged to en 
gage the wheels. The brake-bar is controlled 
by a lever 30, fulcrumed on the frame and 
connected by a rod 31 with the brake-bar and 
arranged to engage a ratchet-plate 32. The 
lower end of the lever 30 is reduced and is 
arranged in an opening in the adjacent end 
of the bar 31, which possesses sufficient spring 
to hold itself in engagement with the lever. 
The wire is directed to the spool by a guide 
33, composed of side bars 34, a horizontal 
roller 35, journaled at the front ends of 
the side bars, a cross-bar 36, connected to 
the side bars, and Vertical rollers 37, jour 
naked on the cross-bar and arranged with 
in the side bars. The rear or inner ends 
of the side bars 34 are secured to the frame 
by the bolts 13. The body of the cross-bar 
36 is elevated above the side bars 34 and is 
provided at its ends with depending L-shaped 
portions 38, which form brackets for the ver 
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tical rollers and which have their vertical 
arms secured to the front ends of the side 
bars 34. The front ends of the side bars 34 
are curved inward, as shown, to decrease the 
width of the guide at its front end and to di 
rect the wire to the spool. 
What I claim is 
1. In a reel-carrier, the combination of a 

frame mounted on wheels and provided at its 
front end with the bearing-plates 8 and 9, a 
sleeve journaled in the bearing-plate 9 and 
provided with a socket and having a set-screw 
17, and a removable shaft 10, adapted to carry 
the spool and provided at one end with a han 
dle and having its other end arranged in the 
socket of the sleeve and provided with a 
groove to receive a set-screw 17, whereby the 
shaft is made rigid with the sleeve, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In a reel-carrier, the combination of a 

481,328 

frame mounted on wheels, a spool-shaft jour 
naled on the frame, a spool arranged on the 
shaft, and a guide comprising the side bars 
secured to the frame and having their front 
ends curved inward, a horizontal roller con 
necting the front ends of the side bars and 
journaled therein, a cross-bar elevated above 
the side bars and provided with depending 
L-shaped portions forming brackets and se 
cured to the side bars, and the vertical rollers 
arranged within the side bars and journaled 
on the cross-bar, substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

EVEN E. KITTLESON. 
Witnesses: 

THOS. JOHNSON, 
ALBERT PILLER. 
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