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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs L. CuRLE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Helena, in the county of Lewis and Clark 
and State of Montana, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Swimmers' 
Wests, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The object of this invention is the provi 

sion of an inflatable vest to be worn under 
the bathing suit of a swimmer so as to in 
sure his safety when in the Water. 
A further object is the provision of a 

safety device for swimmers, either experts 
or amateurs, in the nature of a vest com 
prising a central body portion having an 
inflatable pocket on the outer face thereof 
and being integrally formed with straps, 
one having its inner portion in the nature 
of a yoke through which the head of the 
user is passed, the end of this strap and the 
other strap in a line therewith being buckled 
together over the back of the wearer, while 
the remaining straps are arranged around 
the waist and also buckled on the back of 
the wearer. 
The drawings which accompany and 

which form part of this application, illus 
trate a satisfactory embodiment of the im 
provement, and wherein:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation showing the 
improvement in applied position. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation with parts of 
the improvement in section. 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the improve 
ment. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view 
approximately on the line 4-4 of Figure 3. 
The body of the improvement may be 

constructed of any suitable fabric and is 
indicated by the numeral 1. The body is 
substantially diamond-shaped in plan and 
has centrally arranged upon its outer face 
a heart-shaped pocket 2 of rubber or other 
light waterproof material. The top of the 
pocket, at the outer face thereof, is formed 
with a downwardly directed flange 3 which 
is connected to the pocket at the top and at 
the sides thereof. The flange provides a 
protector for a spring influenced normally 
closed valve 4 that communicates with a 

port 5 in the pocket. The valve is of the 
class Ordinarily employed upon pneumatic 
tubes and is designed to be engaged by an 
air pump when the pocket 2 is to be in 
flated. A pressure upon the valve stem will 
release the air from the pocket 2. 

Integrally formed with and extending 
from the body 1 are lateral straps 6 respec 
tively, one of which carrying a buckle 7 at 
its Outer end to engage the other strap when 
the straps are arranged around the waist 
of the Wearer, as disclosed in Figures 1 and 
2 of the drawings. The body 1 is also 
formed with end straps. The upper end 
Strap 8 has its inner portion divided at its 
connection with the body, providing a space 
9 between the angle inner ends of the said 
Strap, and through this space the head of 
the Wearer is designed to be passed. The 
Second end strap, indicated by the numeral 
10, carries a buckle to be engaged by the 
strap 8. The strap 10 is passed between the 
legs of the wearer. 
The device is positioned upon the wearer 

and the pocket inflated before the wearer 
assumes his bathing suit. The inflated 
pocket, being arranged upon the chest of 
the Wearer, will effectively buoy him so that 
he can swim an indefinite period without 
liability of drowning. The device is de 
signed for both expert and amateur swim 
mers, and its construction and advantages 
Will, it is thought, be apparent from the 
foregoing description. 
Having described 

claim:- 
1. A swimmer's vest comprising a body 

portion having an inflatable pocket on the 
Outer face thereof and having longitudinal 
and lateral straps integrally formed there 
with, One of the longitudinal straps having 
its inner end divided at its juncture with 
the body, and means for connecting the lat 

the invention, I 

eral and longitudinal straps together, for 9. 
the purpose set forth. 

2. A Swimmer's vest comprising a fabric 
body of Substantially diamond-shaped for 
mation, an inflatable heart-shaped pocket 
on the outer face of the body, a valve com 
municating with a port in the pocket, a pro 
tective flange on the pocket overlying the 

55 

60 

SO 

s 



5 

2 1,547,097 

valve, said body having its sides and ends 
provided with extensions forming straps, 
One of said straps being provided with a 
buckle for engagement with the other 
strap, one of said straps being divided at 
its juncture with the body to provide an 
opening for the passage of the head of the 

wearer of the device, and the said lateral 
and end straps designed to be connected to 
gether when arranged over the back of the 10 
Weae. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

JAMES L. CURLE. 


